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DIALOGUE 


Between A 


| Paſtor and Par ihiower.” 
Touching the 


LORD s SUPPER. 


WHEREIN 


- | The moſt material Doubts. and 


Scruples, about Receiving that Holy | | 
Sacrament, are removed, and the Way there-|. | 
to diſcovered to be both Plain and Pleaſant. 


Very uſeful- for private Chriſtians in 
theſe Scrupulous Times. 


LY ON ONE nf 3 LOI 
a v5? N PS | 
SF 


OY 
(IN 
3 
% 4 
* = 
ded ddd dt refine. fon Vo : 
FP »4 24% 
: A . - "a" 
. ® . ®. Mm * . Ra 
OR Oil £ 
P a 
*> 


DD Mbaoofo@s cc oo dSMEAA” DS —"_ 


2_ 


| , By MICHAEL ALTHAM, Vicar 


of Latton in ; in Eſſex. 
LY The S, cond Edition. 


- 4 To which is added, 


| Some "wh Prayers, fitted for that | 
Cccafion ; and a Morning and Even- 
ing prayer, for the Uſe of Frivate Epmilies. 


"LONDON, 


Printed by F. L. for Lokg Meredith, 
at the Xinzg's Head, at the Weſt -End of 
Lf, Paws Church-Yard, 1685. 


—— 4 


- - > hs es 4 
> . F | 
» . : ; 
v 
w - ——_— —- = - - 
* w C d 
- 
I | | 
I; | 
b : 7 | 
, 
A 4 
% 4 ' Z x : 
, id | 
. : 5 
- I | | 
'J , ” 
0 * % L 
; ; f . . 4 
4 
my ; 3 
2 4 
\ 
4 


= » -% pl — 
| / % » y- ) \ 
4 4 p l "—_ 
- Fs I 5 .? \J 


; p « 
: > ; ' { IR . 
o jp J; £ 
. G © f 
» Z 2 ; 
4 q | | 
. 
1 : Kft ; : - : a EF 
bo % - _ # / tb ns | a P , . _ : | 
- Y p 
» . a# FLY t y \ i 6-30 
3 - n # In , 
, > 2 4 } 
=” ; 3 - . _—— 
oF oF. "_ — wa 
| ho | 
. f 7 
4 % \} 07 L # LE 
wg 4 Fad - 
Re war_ | 
of L | 
I 
? oF 
4 
: . 
% p A | 
F D ; ; 
"w FP 
- F p 
« -- 
| " 
x4 
a. * 


a———— — _ 
— Ares . 
© te es ” — * _ 
m__— » = _——= 154 - 
TIED - . 
—_— . ; —_— 
v& 


U THE 
PREFACE. 


i was a Saying of the Fewiſh wiſe 
mer, He that contemns the Feaſts, 
or the ſacred Conventions , (of 
which the Paſover was the chief) and 
he who maketh void the Covenant of 
Abraham our Father (which was Cir- 
camciſion) there is no portion for him - 
in the World to come. A Saying wore 
thy their conſideration who deſpiſe things 
ſacred, whether the holy Aſſemblies, or 
the holy Sacraments, Correſpondent 
whereunto is that expreſſion of one of our 
own men, who tells us, T hat to neglect 
the Sacrament of the Locd*s Supper, 
hath more of evil and danger in It, 
than peop!e do uſually think of ;, For, 
3 1: It is next to the diſowning of 
Chriſtianity, or not profefling our 
{elves to be Chriſt's Diſciples. 2, It 
1s acutting our ſelves off from theBo-- 
3 dy of Chriſt, an openDeclaration that' 
we-have-no Communion with him ; 
A- 2 and - 
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and therefore as plain a confeſſion 
that we deſerve to be rejected and caſt 
off by him, for whom we have ſo little 
regard. Both which Sayings do evident- 
ly declare the ſence of their Authors as 
zo the neceſſity of Sacraments, and ſacred 
Conventions. 

© Theſe Sayings have ſo much of weight 
in vhem, not only from the Authority 0 

' their Authors, bat alſo from thoſe rea- 
ſens upon which they are founded, that 
' no man will hawe cauſe to wonder, when I 
rell him, that at firſt ſight, 1 was very 
much affefted with them. 

But when J had ſeriouſly cenſidered 
the Inſtitution of the ſacred Euchiriſh, 
or Supper of the Lord, and deliberately 
werohed the word of command which at- 
tends it, I could nos but ftand aſtoniſhed 
zo obſerve the ſlight and neglett which 
pecple uſually put upon it. 

This deeply engaged my thoughts for 
ſeme time, and made me mighty deſirous 
to diſcover the reaſon, ana if poſſible, to 
find out ſome ſutable remedy. To this 
end I ſet my ſelf ſeriouſly to obſerve the 
deſign of the Author and [»ſtituter of this 
haly Feaſt , and upon the moſt diligent 
ſearch, and exatleſt ſcrutiny that I could 


make, 


The Preface. 
make, could find nothing intended by him, 
but only the good of Mankind. I examin*d 
the thing it ſelf, and could diſcover n0-- 
thing therein, but what had a real tens- 
adency to man's happineſs. - 

T heard God, by his Ambaſſadors, the- 

Alniſters of the Goſpel, with all the kind-- 
neſs and earneſtneſs imaginable, inviting. 
and perſwading men thereunto;, and [' 
ſaw men, with all the averſion, ſcorn 
and contempt poſſible, refuſe the kindneſs 
that was offered, and rejett the invitation 
that was given them; I ſaw a Table: 
ſpread, a rich Feaſt provided, and no-- 
thing wanting but tbe Gueſts to fit down, 
and I beheld thoſe who were invited,” and 
who ought: thankfully to have received ſo 
great a favour, ſtand off, and keep at as 
great a diſtance, as if there had been're- 
ally Mors in Olla, Death in the Pot, or 
ſome deadly poyſon in the Bread and” 
Hine which was offered to them.: 

This ſurpriſed me ſo, that I ftood ama=-- 
zed, and could not be at quiet till I had: 
found out the cauſe of this rude behavi= 
our. This put me upon being more Curt- 
05 and inquiſitive than before And at' 
!aft I eſpied two evil Dzmons lurking in” 
rheir fecret Corners, IT. Toanorance and- 
#3 PrejndiceF. 
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Prejudice , and plainly found that they 

bad been the occaſion of all this. 

- To obviate therefore both theſe, by 
' better inſtructing the ignorance of ſome, 
and removing the prejudices of athers, is: 
the. great buſineſs of this ſmall Treatiſe, 
aud was: the only. deſign of the Author. 
And if- in any meaſure it may prove ſer- 
viceable to theſe preat and good ends, Let 
God bave the glory of it. 

Did mem. truly know, what it 15 to. be 
admitted pueſts at God®s Table, to' have 
the honour not only to feaſt with him, but: 
feaſt upon him ;, that-it is none-of thoſe 
common mercies, Which are equally ſhar*d-: 
among the ſons of men ;, but a previledge- 
peculiar only to the followers of the holy 
Feſus. That man as man hath no right 
thereunto, but a he is a Chriſtian man, 
one who. hath embraced the Faith, and 
ſubmitted himſelf-to the Goſpel of Chriſt 
Feſus. Did all who pretend to Chriſt iante 
ty truly know this, how much-would they 
value themſelves upon that account ? How 
RY may that of the Poct be applyed to 

ach. 

—— O fortunatos, bona fi ſua norint!. 

How happy are- Chriſtians ,, if they 
knew their own happineſs ! i, 


But 
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' But alas ! how little is this underſtood ? 
or if at-all, how little is it valued by an 

of them ?. Certainly were men ſo ſenſible 
of their own happineſs, as one would think. 
ahey ought to be ;, we. ſhould not need ſo 
earneſtly, and yet ſo unſucceſsfully , to 
invite them to this holy Feaſt, as uſually 
we do. They would with leſs reluftancy, 
and more readineſs embrace ,. and with 
greater Reverence and. Devotion uſe ſuch. 
opportunities. With what longing de- 
fires, and greedy appetites would they re- 
ccive them ? With what care and caution 
would they. fit and prepare themſelves to 
be preſent at ſo great-and glorious an en- 
tertainment ? Then would they employ alt 
their thoughts, and all their time, . ſo to- 
deck _and adorn their Souls, that nothing 
might appear unhandſome or unſeemly, 
either in them or about them, when the 

come into the preſence of the holy Feſus ;, 
T hen would they. cloth themſelves with 
Faith and Charity as with a\garment and 
having with tears of true and unfetgned 
repentance bewaild the miſcarriages of 
their by-paſt lives, they would with reſo- 
Iutions of better obedience for the. future, 
and grateful acknowledgments for the 
preſent opportunity , addreſs themſelves 
thereunto. But 
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But it ss tao fad a truth, The name of 
Chriſtian makes a great nozſe intheWorld,,. 
whilſt the pewer and life of Chriftianity 
:8 almaſt G wiſh I might net ſay altoge- 
ther) laſt emang us. There are indeed a 
great many Chriſtians but little Chriſtia- 
nity left in the World.lt ts ſtoried of Dio- 
genes, that he went with a Candle and. 
Lanthorn-at: Noon day to ſearch for an 
honeſt man in Athens ; and ſo may we too + 
(and I am afraid loſe our labour as he 
aid) to ſearch for atrue Chriſtian among 


the crowd of thoſe who call themſelves by 


that name. Shall we call him a Chriſtian, . 
whoſe unchriſtian-prattices contraditt his 
pretenſions thereunto ? who demes obedi- 
| ence to the Laws of Chriſt”s Kingdom, 
and declines all opportunities of: approving 
himſelf ſuch an-one?=X + | 
The Celebration of 'the Lora?s Supper, . 
is a buſineſs of 'our bleſſed Saviour?s own - 
Iiſtitution, whoſe command we have, not 
only to do it;, but to dot often; and yet all * 
this notwithſtanding , how few are there 
who ſeem t» have any value and efteem 
for it ? Some ſcruple and ſaygthey are there-: 
not ready; but never take care to prepare 
themſelves for it-Others pretend they are- 
hinagred by Worldly buſmeſs, and yet are- 


reader i 


PE 
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readier to engage in more,than to r1d their 


hands of any they have already. But the 


- far greater part do utterly ſlight and neg- 


left it, as a thing not worthy their tame 


and thoughts. I appeal to all ſober Chri- 
ftians , whether this be not the caſe of 
Chriſtianity at this day ? and if ſo, how 
ſad a ſymptom is it of its decay and lan- 
gutſhment ? | | 
To prevent which, what better expeai- 
ent can we find out, than to teach men the 
true worth an{ value of Religion, and 
perſwade them to entertain a regard and 
efteem for it, ſutable to the dignity there= 
of. But becauſe general diſcourſes, 
thourh never ſs excellent in themſelves, 
ſeldom prove very effeftual ;, not for any 
acfett in them, Go for want of a due Ca- 
pacity in thaſe to whom they are delivered; 


who being for the moſt part either igno- 


rant or prejudicate perſons, or cannot. or 
will- not apply them to the particular in- 

ſtances and duties of their Relipton, 
For this reaſon Thave fix?d my thoughts 
pon one great and neceſſary duty, ViZ. 
Receiving the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper. A thing, which by the command 
of Chriſt, we ſtand obliged to do,, and do 
often in remembrance of him. Wherein | 
| the 
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the dying love of the bleſſed Feſns is-ſo 


lively repreſented to us, as cannot chuſe 
biit mightily affef# our minds. Can we 
think of what he hath done and: ſuffered 
| For us, and yet be wanting un thoſe duti- 
ful returns, and grateful acknowledge- 
ments that are due to him? Can we be- 
hold thoſe wounds that onr ſins have given 
him, without a tranſportation of mind, 
and an boly indignation againſt our ſelves 
for it ? Can we ſte him un his gore blood 
praying, intreating. and beſeeching us to- 
. be reconciled to him, without melting #n- 
10 tears, and bumbling our ſelves in duſt | 
and aſhes? 
To maks men in love with their Religt- 
07, and particularly with this great and 
almoſt negletted part of it, was my deſign 
in firſt framing this Diſcourſe \, and for 
this very end have I ſuffered it to lock, 
abroad, and do humbly and heartily pray: 
that God Almighty would ſecond my ac- 
fign with his bleſſing ,. and* make it ſer- 
viceable to men for their good. C 
T bave all along induſtriouſly avoided 
thoſe knotty controverſies Shich have 
made ſo much noiſe in the World about: 
this Sacrament , looking upon them as 
things futer to amuſe than edify. T have 


endeavoured: 
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endeavonred to entertain my Reader, nt 
with words, but _ > 70t _ _ 
ical flonrifhes, but plain truth. I have 
ph arm a this holy Sacra- 
nent in its native and primitive dreſs, 
ro avquaint my Reader , with the tte, 
. plain, and genuiMe notion of it, without 
the additions of Popifh Saperſtition and 
Idolatry on the .one hand, .or Fanatical 
amiſconceivings and miſrepreſentations on 
the other. I have laboured to eaſe the 
minds of men of thoſe fears and jealou- 
ſies, thoſe ſcruples, doubts end objettions, 
which they have been taught to make 
againſt their own bappineſs. I have- 
firnifbed them with ſome rules which may 
diretft them in their preparation for this 
holy Feaſt. Thave acquainted them how 
they ought to bebave themſelves when they 
are at Gods Table, and what will be ex- 
pefted from them after they have been 
there. And all thu with the greateff 
plainneſs in the World. 
Thu, Reader, u the ſubſtance of this 
little Book,, which I now commit into thy 
hands, only begging this of thee, That * 
to the reaaing of it, thou wouldſt brin 
* - @ ſober andunbiaſſed mind, void of 2% | 
- ſon and prejudice, willing to be inform- 


ed, 


 —_ 
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£4, and ready to embrace truth for 
rruth*s ſake :, being deſirous, not only to 
know, but 4s ready to do thy duty when it 
is known, If I can but obtain this of 
thee, 1 do not doubt but that by God's 
” bleſſing upon thine and my Endeavours, 
thou wilt find comfort awd advantage by 
it. Which that thou mayeſt do, now ts, 
and ever (hall be the humble and hearty 
Prayer of the Author of it © 
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PASTOR 
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'Touchitg the 
SACRAMENT 
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Paſtor. \ Ood Morrow: Neight” Pp 
bour - Parifhioner, 

Pray wa way are you tray eb 
ling this 


B Parifh- 


| "_- "ff ' Dialogue ps 


Pariſhioner. A good Morning 
to you. M- Paſtas; by ſo happily 


meeting with No of my Journey, 1s, 
at, a FL wASgaing toweit: 
upon YOu. 

Paſtor. Good: Wits, they ſay, 
will jump ſometimes, ang fo I ſee 
will ghqd. Intentions, 1 ro, foqhy 
deſigh was to make you a viſit 
this Morning. 

Pariſhioner. T thank you, good 
My, Puſtgr, foh your Rinflinten-: 
tions, and 'pray ſet net my meet- 
ing with you,diyert them. 

Paſtor. I am not willing to loſe 
the end,of my, Jhurney,nor;would 
I have you _ yours ; and there- 
fore when I know whether my 
going with you, or your going. 
with 1 me:, will better ſerve the-: 
dag of us _ T ſhall readjly 
CQ Atl c48 { 
| je ti Ido notkngwy Sir, - 
what.your--defign in- coming; to: 
"me may be, though I.am. well: 

aſſured 


Paſtor axd Pariſhioner. 3 
_ affured ir muſt be g00d and kind ; 
but ane in coming; to you, was 
i notonhy: topzy my reſpets, but 
| ts recebvea kindneſs from you, 
Paſto#. F thank you- for your 
| Civility, and if it be in my pow- 
| ct to anſwer your deſires, you 
S may ft aſlured that F will nt 
| be. Wanting in my endeavours. 
| Yowhave nothing to do therefore 
butcofly' ts! make known what 
kindieſsthat iswhich you expe&t 
from me. _ 
Payiſbione?. That whichT have 
to defire- of you is a matter of 
great moment. It 15'the greateſt- 
kiridnsſs that- I cat defire of, - or: 
expect from , any one in this' 
World: 
Paſtor. The'greater the better, 
provided it be but in my power 
to'doir,arid therefore *pray be free* 


—— 


toilet me[know itt © Pf # 
Parifhioner. Sir, You are placed” 
gy vine 


CCC 
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vine Providenee, as my. Spiritual 


Guide, to inſtru&t me:1n the true 


Worſhip. of . God, -and-dire& me 
in the right way to Heaven and 


Happinel . Tam to preſume that 


your | Lips preſerve Knowledge, - 


and , therefore at your Mouth I 


am to:enquire for it. Your work, - 


I know, is yery great, and your 
charge weighty ; you ſtand char- 
ged with the Salvation of all our 
Souls. But/ as your concern is 
great, {0 ours cannot be little ; 
Our Souls lie at 'ſtake, it is-.our 
Salvation that is endeavoured,and 
therefore it is certainly our duty 


to do what we can in order there- 


unto ;--which if we refuſe or neg- 


le&t to do, all' your endeavours, 


though never {o great and good, 


_ will, as to us, prove vain and 


fruitleſs. 1: very. well know, 


that if you faithfully diſcharge 
your duty,you- may thereby pleaſe 


Gd, and fave: your own Soul ; 


but | 


- 
_ - * I” SY SeOOS oo _ 


_— 


= _—y 
# +-% =. _ 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 7 


but if we in the mean time neg- 


lect ours,notwithſtandjngall your 
diligence , we may periſh, and. 
our blood will be upon our own 
heads. Theſe thoughts for ſome 
time have very much troubled 
me , and I have long conſidered 
with my ſelf, what was beſt for 
me to do ; at length T found that 
all my hopes of happineſs, both 


' here and hereafter, did depend 


upon my Religion, and that- if I 
did not piouſly anddevoutly ſerve 
and worſhip God , I could have 
no reaſon to expe either his bleſs» 
ſingand proteCtion in this World 
or to have any part in that{blelfed 


| Nate in the World to come: ' Now 


ſeeing Religion is a thing of 10 
mighty concern to the Sons of 
men, there can be nothing ſurely, 
the knowledge "whereof ought 
more to be deſired and 'endeas 
voured. I have oftentimes there= 
fore had it in my thoughts to 

B 3 - wait 
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wait upgn you, and to deſire your 
direaion and inſtrutiontherein;. 
and Huge hitherto ſomething or 
other hath always prevented me; 
yet finding of lateone majn duty of 
ourReligion,in a more than uſual. 
manner prefled upon us, and be- 
lieving that it did require our 
moſt ſober thoughts, and {erious- 
conſiderations ; this did revive 
and heighten my reſolution of 
waiting on you; But when T. 
heard 1n public your pious and; 
charitable Declaration to all your 
People, how ready and wiiling, 
nay how glad you would be to- 
ſpend your time, in ſetting their 
minds right in this great affair ; 
I was thereby ſo encouraged,that 
I was impatient of any delay ; 
and upon that very account, and 
for that very end, I was now 
coming to wait on you. - -. - 
Paſtor. And for this very en 

L was now coming, to. viſit. you ; 
, and: 


—_— — — — _—_—__@. 
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and I hope that good: God who 
hath inſpired us  both'with-the 
ſatne'thowshes, willbkſsBath our 
(deſigns; auld rake that-eommus- 
Nication we are How abeut to en- 
ter upon;to be in the end-of great 
comfort #ndadvanitage teas both. 
But this plate "hot beinfF' altoge- 
ther fo convenient; Iwill defire 
you to walk to my Houſe, where 
we will retire into my Cloſet, and 
| being: there ſequeſtred from all 
noiſe and diſturbance , 'we may 
calmly and quietly 'debate be- 
tween our ſelves, whatſoever is 
thought fit to be propounded by. 
either of us. re OS 
. * Pariſhioner. T thank you, Mr.. 
Paftor, for your kind offer and 1n- 
vitation, and do willingly accept 
of it ; and I doafſure you, that I 
come'with a mind void of all paſ- 
fion 'and' prejudice , teady' prepa- 
red with all humility and meek- 
neſs. to. receive -fuch wholeſome 
B. 4 inſtru- 
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inſtructions as.I Topo to receive 
from you. 


Paſtor; F am glad! to. find you 


in ſo good a temper; and thatyou 
have ſo great a a feaſt of Religion 
and the duties of it. This gives 
me good: hope .,. that before we 
part, . we:ſhall both of us -have 
occaſion to bleſs God. for thits 
meeting. ... - 

; Pariſhioner, T am 1 of that OPt- 
ion. too, 'Sir; and to that end do 


make it-my hearty Prayer toGod, 


that he-would-be pleaſed t6:give 
his bleſſing to bo: we go about. 
Paſtor. Well, Neighbour P#- 
riſhioner , you are heartily wel- 
come, and. the more welcome, 
becauſe you now viſit me upon 
ſo pious and fo religious an ac- 
count. And though you tell me, 
that at this time you ' expeCt a 
kindneſs' from -me , yet” I ak 
| freely acknowledge , you do ime 
the Pha kindneſs imaginable. 


For, . 


Ld 
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Vibe: ou give" me:AA « oppores 
to FRO 3and to'do-it it eagles 
place and/ſtatioin: which Gbdhath 
appointed me.” *Pray: therefore ſit 
down , and conſider with your 
ſeif what you have'to propound ; 
be Free in 1t,/ and confidently ex- 
pet all the ſober ſatisfaftion T am 
able to give you. 

Pariſhioner. T once more "ED 


tily thank you, Mr. Paſtor, both 


for your welcome , and the free- 
dom you give me. I have indeed 


much to ſay , and more than I 


think will be convenjent- at this 
time. I confel5-I am'too too'ig- 
norant of my Religion, and there- 
fore ſhould be very dzlirous to be 
inſtructed 1n. all the pr inciples of 
it. But this I am ſenſible 1s a great 
work , and will require | both 
more time, and more confidera- 
tion than this occaſional meeting 
and diſcourſe will admir of. That 
therefore which I ſhall:now con- 

= fine 
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ne. my {elf to, and defire to be 
inſtructed in, is that great Ordi- 
Nance which: you- now invite us: 
P.. L mean the Sacrament of the: 
LOTO $ OUPPCET.. 
2 Pair My good: Neighbour,. 
There 1s. nothing either. in this. 
particular, nor in any other part- 
of. the Chriſtian Religion, which 
at:fit times and'due ſeaſons I ſhall 
not- be always. ready to-inſtru& 
you in, to the utmoſt of my {mall 
abilities... But: ſince you. confine 
your {elf to one: only inſtance at: 
preſent, What is it, I pray, that 
yau: icruple. at , or defire to be: 
better inſtruQed inas to.that.par-- 
ticular ? 

Pariſhioner. Sir, You have of 
late invited us to this great Feaſt, 
- and' that with all the earnzſineſs 
imaginable ;. you: have told: us, 
that it is a duty. incumbent: upon: 
us, and that-by. vertue of: a- di-- 
vine. command,. you: have. endea-- 
| voured' 


ES 
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voured: to: make out the: at aut 


indiſpenhible necetffity: ofit. And 


F do! find that. our: 'Governaurs 
both in Church: and State , by 
their SanQtions both-Civil and Ec 
clefiaftical, do, what inthe li- 
etl, to enforce this command, and 
exact from:us:the performance of 
this duty. Now, Sir, for my own 
art, T muſt ingenno ouſly acknow- 
;that Leannot conceive. what 
deſign or 1ntereft;you cart have ta: 
impoſe a lie, a falfſhood uponyour: 
people; to tell them that it is 
commanded by God:, if it' were 
not really ſo ; . eſpecially when. I 
conſider that. the ſacred Records 


are in the hands of all men';; and: 


if it were. not” ſo, the folly and: 
falſity of fach an-aſſertion might. 
ealily be. detected... Nor can FE 


. helieve, that either God: would; 


command-it, or our: Governours 
exact our compliance: with, . and* 


obedience. to: that. command: 44 1 
it: 
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It were. not a thing both neceſſa- 
ry,/.good and fitto:be done: But; 
Sir; we.:have. been. of late times 
taught: by other "Miniſters, that 
though it be a duty, yet it is a 
dangerous one; who have. ſo re- 
preſented the thing unto us as the 
moſd::frightful; Morzoi;: and; the: 
greateſt Bugbear in. the. World ; 
who have given. it ſuch 4 Chara- 
Qer,. and pur-it intoſuch a:dreſs, 
as if they had deſigned +thereby 
not; to allure and invite,:: but to: 
deter and afiright men: from ha- 
vingany thing to do with it. This 
E confelis hath very much puzled 


my: mind,-and net only mine, but: 
that af: many: others, who I hope 


are very: honeſt and well-meaning 
Chriſtians.; This hath raiſed. ſuch 
a ftorm.in the minds of men,. as 
hath made them-10 ſtaggering'and 
unreſolved; ſo; tearful'to do what 
perhaps: they are ſatisfied they 
Qught to do. Ta take of this 


Cooewf. os 
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fright therefore, and reſtore tmy 
mind to-a calm, quiet, andipeace- 
able-temper 'again,”T-defire you 
would inform my judgment-in 
the true nature and notion of this 
holy Sacrament. - --- ” 
21\Paſtor.. That I have- of. late, 
with great. earneſtneſs, invited 
ou to this holy Feaſt, and per-. 
jo aded you thereunto-, as to a 
duty that is abſolutely and-indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary by vertue of 
the inſtitution and 'command of 
our bleſſed Saviour. And that our 
Governours both in Church and 
State 'have. taken cognizance of 
the great negle&t of this duty, and 
are at this time'very deſirous to 
reduce men to a right underſtand- 
ing of this great Ordinance; -and 
2 reformation ' of their  praQice 
touching'the ſame, is all of it ve- 


' ry true. But notwithſtanding 


their care, and our endeavours in 
obedience both to God and them : 


yet 


76 Diahpee amo 
yet we find. peopte: -very averſe 
thereunto, . ty un —_= 
_ dotheir duties, though: be 
greateſt concern:{q to do. '\ And 


probably. this their mer ena 
may proceed from: that. very rea 


ſor; which you mention, .v#z.' the 


meonliderate raſhneſs, and intem-- 


perate: zeal of ſome, who in the 
times of confuſion have uſurped 


the Office of 'the Miniſtery, and. 
either-our of.defign, or for want: 
of underſtanding, or both; have 

put fuch a fr1 hful charaQter up» 
ON nt holy Ordinance , as hath 
uaſetled-and diltratted: the minds. 
of many; well-meaning Chriftians; 
How: * theſe men. have: to: 
anſwer for, who by this means. 
have broken. the Communion;and: 
difturbed the peace of the. beſt re+: 


formed.,. and: moſt flouriſhing 


Chriſtian: Church in the. whole 


World; they themſelves will one 


day. find: But-I am: glad to find: 
| you. 
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you ſo-well inclined, as to deſire: 
to-have your Judgment better 1n- 
formed, that being the.only true 


: 


way. to ſettle your mind, and re- 
ow it to a calm, quuet and peace-- 
able temper again. :......  --- 
To aſs he 226 your 
fo juſt and godly. deſire, I ſhall: 
endeavour: with all plainneſs: to- 
acquaint you with the genuine: 
on notion of this. holy Sa-- 
crament ;. butin-order thereuato,. 
it may. be convenient that 1a the. 
firſt place I give you ſome. ac-- 
count of Sacraments in general, 

Sacraments are either.properly” 
or improperly fo. called. _ 

A Sacrament improperly ſocal-- 
led is, when the. word: 1s: uſed in: 
a large ſence for any ſacred rite. 
or religious duty.. And*thus both: 
the Jewiſhand Chriſtian. Writers. 
uſe the word; for,thoſe,who have: 
been- converſant im; the: Writings: 
ef.the. former;,, tell 'us;, — 4 
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of their ſacred Rites are by them 
called by that name. And' thoſe 
who have” narrowly: ſearched the 
Records of the ancient Fathers 
fince the Inſtitution of Chriſtia- 
nity have obſerved, - That all or 
moſt Articles which: are peculiar 
to Chriſtian Faith, and all or moft 
duties of Religiqn, contaiming that 
which ſenſe or natural reaſon can- 
not of it felf diſcern, are by them 
commonly called'Saeraments. And 
in this ſence the Church of Rowe, 
inſtead of her ſeven -Sacraments; 
may reckon ſeventy', or ſeven- 
ſcore, or more if ſhe pleaſe. - 
But there are Sacraments pro- 
perly ſo called, when-ina reſtrain- 
ed ſence we apply the word to 
ſome few principal divine Cere- 
monies, and then- it- imports in 
every {uch Ceremony two things, 
viz, The ſubſtance of the Cere- 
mony it ſelf ,, which 1s viſible : 
and {ſomewhat elſe which 1s more 
ſecret, 


— —_—_— -—_—_—_— 
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ſecret, in reference whereunto we 
. .eonceive that Ceremony 1 to be a 
Sacrament, 


Of this latter ſort we now un- 


derftand the Word,:and .of this 


kind we meet with two only in 


_ the Old Teſtament, viz.Circumci- 
ſion and the Paſsover; and correl- 


pondent thereunto we find two 

_ in the New Teſtament, vzz. 
apecifin and the Lord's Supper. : . | 
he Word, Sacrament , 15 -Va- 


rioully taken, and according to 


the Aeon acceptations of it dt 


verlly defined. 
Sometimes it is taken for the 


ſign only, and then it 1s ſtiled, A 


viſible ſign of inviſible grace. 


Sometimes, it 1s taken for the 
thing ſignified only, and then it 
ts called, The free mercy of God 
offered to us in and by Chrift. 

Sometimes it is taken for- the 
whoſe, iz. both for the ſign. and 
the "_ ſignified, and the whole 

- ation 
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aCtion thereabout ; and then it 15 
Jaid © be, A Teſtimony-confirm- 
ing by an external ſignthe whole- 
ſome promiſes of "God bo Belie- 
vers, and as it were eDgravmeg. 
them in their minds.  - 

_All-which, s--compendiouſly 
delivered :to:oug in: out Church- 
Catechiſm , 1inAnfwer' to that 
Queſtion , What meaxeft i thou by 
this Word Sacrament £ The An- 


4wer whereunto 1s.this , 1 wear 


an outward und viſible figniof” antn- 
ward and ſpiritual grate, given un- 
to us, ordained by Chriſt Fi elf, 4s 
4 means whereby we recetve the —_ 
and a pledge to aſſure ws thereof. - 

From all which it appears,that 
there are four Conditions requi- 
ſite in every Sacrament properly 
ſo called, the want of any of 
which will overthrow the whole. 
notion and nature of it. - ' + 

x. It muſt be of divine Inſti-- 

tution.. For, being a Seal of a dis 
| | VInC:- 
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Vine promiſe of Eternal Life, and 


tach ſpiritual Grace as none can 


give but —_ God ; It cannot-be 


_ nftitured either by the Apoſtles, 


or holy Angels, or any other but 
only God. And therefore our 
Church, when ſhe defineth'a Sa-- 


crament of the New Teſtament, 


maketh- this a neceſſary part of 
her definition,. that it. 1s: ordain-- 
ed by Chriſt himſelf. Hence is it, 
that the Evangeliſts, when they 
relate'the Hiſtory of the Inftitu-- 
tion of this Sacrament , are fo 


careful to mention the Author and: 


Inſtituter of it. And St. Paul per- 
{wading the Church of (orizth to. 
a due and: orderly. Celebration-of 
this Sacrament, is- careful: to ac- 
quaint them; That what he de- 
hvered unto- them , he had re- 
ceived: from: the Lord:, TD Cov. 
11. my, 

. It muſt have ſome viſible 
fi Nh For, Sacraments are _ 
ore: 


fore uſed, that by viſible ſigns we 
may know and: comprehend Hea- 
venly and inviſible: things; and 
therefore our Church in her defi- 
nition of a Sacrament, calleth it, 
Aw outward and viſible ſign of an 
inward and | corn grace. 
3. It muſt have a divine Pro- 
miſe added to the ſign , that ſo 
the thing fignified may be united 
therewith; . . The promiſe muſt 
import ſpiritual grace here, and 
Eternal Life hereafter. Which 
Promiſe is as it were the Soul of 
the Sacrament : for, as man con- 
liſts of Body and Soul, ſo a Sa- 
crament conſiſts of a ſign and 
thing-ſignified. And this is the 
inward and ſpiritual grace men- 
tioned 1n the Definition. 
- -4-It- muſt be. given to' the 
whole Church as a-perpetual ſign, 
viz, as long as the outward form 
of the Church':inftiruted by God 
ſhall continue; For," the Law 
| concerning 
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concerning the form of outward 
Worſhip being changed, the uſe 
of thoſe Sacraments which were 
inſtituted during the continuance 
of that form, is alſo changed. So 
the Sacraments of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not. now uled in' the 
New, becaule the external Form 
of God's Worſhip is now changed. 
So likewiſe Anointing , the gift 
of Miracles , &c. though they 
were given to the Church of the 
New Teſtament, yet becauſe they 
' were neither given to the whole 
Church, nor for perpetuity, they 
cannot properly be called Sacra- 
ments. 019%; Nags 
'Theſe are thoſe four Conditi-- 
ons, which ought jointly to meet 
In every Sacrament properly ſo 
called. For, Whatfoever wants a. 
. divine Inſtitution, a viſible ſign; : 
a divine promiſe added' to that 
ſign, and a cozval duration with 
the external Form of God's Wor-, 
| ib 
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ſhip m that Churcls to whach ir is 
given,. cannot- properly be called 
X Sacrament. 
— This ſhort account of Sacra- 
ments:u3 general, I thought fit to 
_ premiſe,,. looking upon it as- a. 
good preparative” for the: better 
underſtanding of the true: notzon' 
of: the: Sacrament of the- Lords 
er in particular. 
 Pariſhroner:; Þ heartily. thank 
you, Mr. Paſtor, for the: pains you- 
have taken. in: thus. clearing”.the 
way. You have. furniſhed "me 
with: a. better: notion of  Sacra- 
ments; than' I had before ;; and: 
thereby given me ſo great .fati{-' 
faCtion,. that: you: ſhall 'not need 
to. beſpeak my; attention hereat- 
ter. I beſeech:you therefore, ſince 
you: have well. diſpatched'the no- 
tion of Sacraments in-general,that” 
. would: now: proceed :to that: 
of the: Lord's. Supper in: parti- 


cular. | 
Paſtor. 
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Paſtor. T, ſhall very willingly 


comply with. your deſire, and in 


ſo. doing. Iſhalli endeavour to- do: 
theſe _ things': I. To ſhow 
you. plainly what notion. you 
ought. to.have, of the-Lord's Sup- 
per: 1. That the Celebration” 
thereof. is,'a.duty., incumbent up- 
on. us, by. vertue-of a divine Com- 
mand, 

I. We: muſt look upen this 
Supper as.a* Sacrament properly: 
Fe called.. I haye: tf rant 
yaw what conditions are requiſite 
to. conſtitute ſuch: a Sacrament. ; 
and-if, I 'make it appear that all 
thole. conditions. are to- be found. 
in. this.,. then; may, 1t - be: juſtly, 


reckaned as. one of: that. number. 


_ The Conditions. I- told you 
were, theſe four. = 
1. A. Divine Inioadon Now: 
that this.haly. Supper: was .inſtitu- 
ted.and ordained by Chriſt, that 
it awes..1ts. Qriginal to-none other 
| | but 
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but only the Son of God and our 
Saviour, will plainly appear from 
the concurrent teſtimonies of St. 
Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Lake. 
St. Matthew gives us this account 


of it : As they were eating, 
Math. 26. Jeſus took Bread, and bleſ= 


an" ſed it, and brake it , and 

| gave it tothe Diſciples,and 
ſaid, Take, Eat ; This is my Body. 
nd he took the Cup, and when he 


had given thanks , he gave it to 


them , ſaying , Drink ye all of it: 
For ih; ;; k. blood of the Ne 4 Te- 
ftament, which is ſhed for many for 
the remiſſion of ſins. But 1 ſay un- 
to you, I will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the Vine, until that 
aay , when IT drink it new with you 


7n my Father's Kjngdom. And when 


they had ſung an Hymn , they went 


ont into the Mount of Olives. - 

| Much to the ſame purpoſe is 
that account which St. Mark 
gives of it : Ard as they did eat, 


Teſus 
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Jeſus took bread, and when Mark r4. 
he had given thanks, he pa y 
brake it , and gave tt to 

them, and ſaid, Take, Eat, this is 
my Body. Alſo he took the (up, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and they all drank of it. 
And he ſaid unto them, This is my 
blood of the New Teſtament which is 
ſhed for many. FVerily, I ſay unto 
you, T1 will drink n0 more of the fruit 
of the Vine until that day, that I 
arink it new in the Kjngdom of God. 
And when they had ſung an Hymn, 
they went out into: the Mount 0 
Olives. | 

St. Luke alſo, with little varia- 

tion, gives the ſame account. 4d 
he took bread, and whey he 
had given thanks he brake 
it, and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, This is my body which is given 
for you , this do in remembrance of 
me. Likewiſe alſo after Supper he 
took the Cup, ſaying, This Cup is the 
os C New 


Luke 22, 
V. 19,20, 
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New Teſt ament in my blood, which is 
ſhed for you. 

And if we call in St. Paul to 
give his ſuffrage with theſe three 
Evangeliſts, we ſhall find him ac- 
cording with them all in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Sacrament and the 
Inſtitution of it, but moſt ex- 
preſly with St. Luke; 1 Cor. 11. 
23, 24, 25, 26. I have received 

the Lord that which T alfo 
have delivered unto you , That the 
Lord Jeſwus the ſame night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
ſaid, Take, Eat, This is my body 
_ which is broken for you, this do ye in 
remembrance of me. After the ſame 
manxer he took the ('up when he had 
ſepped, ſaying, This Cup is the new 
Teſtament in my blood, this do, as 
oft as you arink it, in remembrance 
of me. For, as often as you eat this 
Bread, and arink this Cup, ye ao 
ſhew (or ſhew ye) forth the Lord"s 
Death till he come. 'Thus 
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Thus have I ſhown you all 
thoſe Scriptures, which give any 
account of the Hiſtory of this'Sa- 
crament and the inſtitution of -it, 
and you ſee plainly, they do all 
agree, that it was ordained and 
inftituted by Chriſt ; that it owes 
its Original to none other but'on- 
ly the Son of God, the Lord's 
Chriſt, and our Jeſus : and if ſo, 
then the firſt thing requiſite for 
the conſtitution of a Sacrament 
propesly ſo called, viz. A Divine 
Inſtitution , doth evidently ap- 
pear in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Su mw | 

2. The ſecond thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, is a viſj- 
ble ſign. And that there are ſuch 
things in the Lord's Supper, 1s vi- 
ſible and apparent ; for, by the 
words of Inſtitution, Bread and 
Wine, which are ſubſtantial and 
viſible things, are appointed to be 

C 2 the 
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Gn. 


- the: Elements thereof. And 
though theſe in their own eſſence 
and nature, do nothing differ 
from common Bread and Wine, 
yet in regard of their deſignation 
and uſe, they do very much differ 
© therefrom. For, in this holy Sup- 

per they are deſigned for, and u- 

fed as outward and viſible ſigns 
of inward and ſpiritual grace, and 
1n reſpe& of that ſecret thing 
which is hidden under them, and 
repreſented by them , they be- 
come Sacramental. 

3. The third thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called, is a di- 
vine promiſe added to the ſign, 
which importing ſpiritual grace 
here , and eternal life hereafter, 


may firmly unite the ſign, and ] 


thing ſignified ; and that this 1s 
to be found in the Lord's Supper 
is plain from the words of inſti- 
tution, where the Bread bleſſed 


and 
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and broken is called the Body of 


Chriſt, and the Cup, the New 
Teſtament in his blood, which 1s 
ſhed for many, for the remiſſion 
of ſins. And our Saviour expreſly 
ſaith, John 6. 35. 1 am the bread 
of life, he that cometh unto me ſhall 
224 hunger, and he that believeth on 
me ſhall never thirſt, And again, | 
V. 54, 55, 66. Whyſoever eateth 
my fleſh, and drinteth my blood, hath 
eternal life,and I will raiſe him up at 
the lift diy, For, my fleſh is meat in- 
aced, and my blood 1s drink inacea. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh 
ny blood,dwelleth in m2,and I in him.” 
Which plainly declareth an Union 
of the ſign and thing ſignified; by | 
vertue of a divine word and pro- 
miſe; 1n which Union conſiſts the 
nature of a Sacrament properly ſo 
called. 

4. The fourth thing requiſite 
for the conſtitution of a Sacra- 
ment properly ſo called 15s, That 

| C 3 it 
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it be given. to the whole Church: 
as a perpetual fign , to continue 
ſo long, as the-external. form of- 
divine Worſhip, inſtituted by 
God, doth remain in that: Church. 
Now that this was given to the 
whole Church, appears plainly, 
. from the inſtitution.of it, tor the 
Diſciples-to whom. it was firſt gi- 
ven were the Repreſentatives of 
the whole Church; And that it 
was given for perpetuity , ſeem- 
th: plain from thoſe words of our 
bleed Saviour , Matth. 26. 29. 
F [ay unto: you, that Twill nt drink 
henceforth of” this fruit of the Vine 
until that day, when T ſhall drink it 
zew with you in my Father's Kjng- 


dom. In which words the Holy 


Telus ſeemeth to intimate two 
things. to his Diſciples : 1. That 
this was the laſt time that he 
ſhould ever celebrate this Feaſt 
with them in this World. 2. That 


though they were not. to expect - 


bis 
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his Company , his Bodily pre- 
ſence; yet they and the whole 
Church repreſented by them, 


| ſhould keep up the obſervation of 


this Feaſt, tilk they met again to 
celebrate an Eternal Feaſt in his 
Father's Kingdom. And that this 
latter was deſigned by him, 1s 
evident from thoſe words of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 26. As often as 


ye do eat this Bread, and drink this 


Cup, ye do ſhew (or ſhew ye) forth 


the Lord*s Death till he come. 


Thus have I ſhown you-, that 


' thoſe four Conditions which are 


thought neceſlary'to the conſtitu- 


tionofa Sacramentproperly ſocal- 


led; are all to be found in this;and* 
therefore this may deſervedly be 
reckoned as one of that number.. 
. But to make the notion of this 
Sacrament, yet more plain to 
you, let us conlider by what 
names.it 15 uſually known in holy” 
Scripture. It is called a Supper, 
| C &: and; 
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_ and the Lord's Supper , - 1 Cor. 
It. 20. It is allo called a Feaſt, 
- and a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, 1 Cor. 
5. 7,8. Chriſt our Paſsover is ſacri- 
ficed for-us, Therefore l:t us keep the 
Feaſt, ſaith-St. Paul. When there- 
fore you fix your thoughts upon. 
this holy Sacrament, with a. de- 
ſign to celebrate the ſame ; let me 
deſire you to look upon it, 1. As 
a'Feaſt : 2. Asa Feaſt upon a Sa- 
Crifice: 3: As a Feaſt upon a Sa- 
crifice for ſin. LN 

* 1. Conſider it as a divine Feaſt 
which our Lord hath appointed ' 
to be kept in Commemoration of 
_ himſelf. The cheer provided, v7z. 
Bread and Wine, and the Body 
and blood of Chriſt ; The actions 
about it, viz. Receiving, Eating, - 
and Drinking ; The names given 
to it, viz. Breaking of Bread, and 
the Lord's Supper ; The deſign 
thereof, which is to nourtſh up 
the members of Chriſt's Church 
unto 


hy 
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unto Eternal Life ; do all of them 
ſufficiently ſpeak this notion of 
| 1t. And that it was ordained to 
be a Commemoration-Feaſt, the 
very. words of Inſtitution. tell us, 
which ſay, This do, in remembrance. 
of me, Luke 22. v. 1g. --: Y 
Nor were theſe kind of Feaſts 
unuſual in thz World , both be- 
fore and at that time. For, as the 
Hebrews had their Feaſts, which. 
were commonly {ignified by ſet- 
ting on Bread , or Eating Bread. 
So the Greeks allo had 
their ſober Compota- 
tions. At which Feaſts | 
they did uſually commemorate 
the worthy ations, and glorious 
Examples of ſome memorable 
perſons. And this, no doubt, was 
the deſign of this moſt holy Feaſt, 
wherein Chriſtians have the ho- 
nour, not. only to feaſt with, but 
upon God ; the holy Jeſus being 
both the Maſter of it , and the 
C£ cheer 
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cheer. provided in. it. Wherein. 
we have: an opportunity of feaſt- 
ing with one another, thereby 
_ the- better: to. promote and pre- 
ſerve amity, love and: charity a- 
 mong, our ſelves, to keep up a: 
laſting remembrance. of our glo- 
rioQus Redeemer, and to fix more: 
deeply 1n. our minds. all that. he 
hath: done. and ſuffered: for us.. 
. Herehby ſhall we be the better diſ- 
- poſed; with, all thankfulneſs and: 
hunulity. to embrace ſuch 'appor- 
tunities when offered, with great-- 
er. joy and alacrity; to:addreſs our: 
ſelves. thereunto-, and* made. the: 
mere careful, that in a becoming. 
manner: we: appear. before- our: 
Eord and Maſter therein, In a: 
word, by. this. Commemoration-- 
Feaſt,. we ſhall: be: the better diſ- 
poſed, and hold our. ſelves: the: 
more obliged; to a- cheerful. ob- 
{ervance of our Redeemer's W1ll, 
and'ito pay. a: ſincere. and! entire: 
Es obedience: 
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obedience to all his Laws. 

2; Conſider it not. only as. a. 
Feaſt, but as a-Fealt upon a Sa- 
crifice, wherein we are more par- 
ticularly. to commemorate thz 
{ufferings.and death-of our bleſſed 
Saviour.. St. Paul-doth very well 
explain thoſe words of- Chrilt,. 
[Ds this in remembrance of me, 
Luke 22, 19.] when he faith, [4s 
often. as ye eat this Bread, and drink: 
this (up of the-Lord, ye-ſhew' forth: 
the Lords Death till he come, 1. (or. 
II. 26.] thereby: teaching us, that: 
we ought herein- to -commemo-- ; 
rate the dying love of the holy: 
Jeſus, with: ſuch ſuitable praiſes. 
and thankſgivings as may: be a=. 
greeable to that great goodneſs 
which heexpreſſed by.dying forus.. 

As in all. Feaſts of this. kind: 
both among: the: Jews and: Gen. - 
tiles, God had-his,Portion, andthe: 
people had' their-portion,  where-- 
with: to. entertain. themſelves and: 

their; 
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their Friends ; ſo in this Chriſtian 
Feaſt , we alſo are made parta-_ 
kers of the Sacrifice, in that by 
theſe repreſentations of the Body 
and'Blood of Chriſt Jeſus, we are 
admitted to feaſt upon it. 

And as by eating of the Sacri- 
fices offered at the Altar , both - 
Jews and Gentiles profeſſed them- 
ſelves to be the Worſhippers and 
Servants of that God to whom 
the oblation was offered ; ſo we, 
by partaking of this holy Feaſt, 
_ do make a ſolemn profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religion, of our 
Faith in Jeſus, and obedience to 
him. We declare our ſelves to 
be the Diſciples and Followers of - 
him, to whom we join our ſelves 
in Communion. _ . 

Fating and Drinking together 
was always eſteemed a ſign of 
Friendſhip, and good underſtand- 
ing, between the parties 19 do- 
ing. But when a Feaſt was made - 

on 
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on purpoſe to expreſs their Friend- 
ſhip, then was it the more noto- 
rious. But when the Feaſt was 
upon a Sacrifice, then the obliga- 
tion between them was held the 
more ſacred and inviolable. We 
therefore by being partakers of 

this holy Feaſt, do thereby engage 
our ſelves in a mutual Covenant 
with the bleſſed Jeſus, and by 

often doing this, we make re- 
peated proteitations of our fideli- 

ty,and renew our Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant , taking (as we u- 
ſually-ſay) the Sacrament upon 
it, that in all things we will be 
fatthful and obedient to him. 

2, Let us conſider this holy 
Aion, not only as a Feaſt, nor 
only as a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, but 
as a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice for ſin. 

- That Jeſus Chriſt did offer uv 
himſelf as a Sacrifice for ſin, is f 
plain. and evident through the 
whole Hiſtory of the New Te- 

| ſtament, 
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ſtament, that to. produce inſtan-- 
ces to-atteſt it, would look. like an 
uncharitable. cenſure of others 3. 

' as if they. had negleCted to: peruſe 
thoſe ſacred Records, which con- 
tain the. Charter for their Inheri-- 
tance- in. Heaven. 

Now in the time of the -Law;. 
when. any Beaſt was ſlain, and of-. 
fered-in Sacrifice for ſin:;. it was. 
not permitted (in. that. caſe, nor 
indeed in any. other): neither. to. 
the People,nor Prieſts-themſelves, 
to eat of the blood; Nor had' 
they any portion of the fleſh, for {| 
that was wholly burn'd. To par-- | 

take of the ſin-oftering therefore: 
was a priviledge. reſerved for. 
Chriſtians,who at this holy Feaſt, 
are allowed both to eat the Bread, 
(which repreſents the Body or 
fleſh- of Chriſt) and: drink the. 
Cup(which- repreſents his blood):. 
And. in: this.caſe that of the Apo- 
{tle is fully verified', We have an: 
Altar 
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Altar. (i.e. a Sacrifice). whereof 
they had:no right to eat, who ſerved. 
the 1 abernacle, Hebr. 13..v.10. 

By vertue of this:priviledge we: 
are made partakers of the Body 
and Blood of. Chriſt, and. all the: 
benefits thereof; We are ſtrength- 
- ned and refreſhed: in all grace and 
goodneſs, and-the remiſſion of 
fins is. not. only offered,. but, con- 
veyed to every. worthy Commu-. 
nicant. 'Fhe-con{ideration where-- 
of, as it ought to beget in_ us a: 
grateful ſenſe of all God's favours,. 
and. of this 1n particular ; ſ0.oughtr. 
it tobe an: Obhgation or Bond of 
Union between all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple. For, If God.ſo loved-us, we: 
ought alſo to love one: another, %. 
John 4. v. 12. 

Thus have I performed'the for-- 
mer part of. my promiſe,by ſhew- 
Ing. you. what-notion you. ought: 
to. have: of. the Lord's Supper ;. 
'Ehat.it-isa Sacrament properly ſo: 
called;, 
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called, having all the conditions 
that are or can be thought necel- 
ſary to conſtitute ſuch a thing. - 
That it 1s not only a Feaſt, but a 
Feaſt upon a Sacrifice, and which 
1s more, a Feaſt upon a Sacrifice 
for Sin. And under ſuch a cha- 
racer as this, I hope it will not ap- 
pear to you with ſuch a frighttul 
viſage, as you tell me it hath been 
repreſented to you heretofore. 
Pariſhioner. No indeed-Sir, In- 
ſtead of a dangerous and dreadful 
Precipice,T have a plain path now 
before me ; inſtead of terrible and 
frightful objeQs, I have a plea- 
{ant and delightful proſpeCt ; in- 
ſtead of affrighting, it doth now 
_ allure and invite me to it; it 
ſeemeth to offer me {uch advanta- 
ges, as I once thought I coufd ne- 
ver reaſonably hope for from it. 
I confeſs, Sir, You have mightily 
relieved my mind, by removing 
that preſſure , which Ponce 
an 
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and prepoſſeſſion had put upon it. 
I heartily thank you for the pains 
you have taken in it, and am ſo 
well pleaſed and ſatisfied there- 
with, that, if it be not too great 
a trouble to you, I would hum- 
bly beg the performance of the 
other- part of your promiſe 
alſo. : | 
Paſtor. No, Neighbour Pariſh- 
Zoxer, 1t will be no trouble to me, 
I am better pleaſed with doing 
my duty, than to think it ſo, and 
therefore 1f you can but be con- 
tented to continue your Patience, 
I-ſhall-not, I hope, grow weary 
of ſo good a work. Mp 
II. "The ozher part of my pro-. 
miſe was, To make it evident to 
you, That the Celebration of this 
* holy Feaſt, is a duty incumbent 
upon all Chriſtians by vertue of a - 
Divine Command. 
And to do this, I ſhall need. 
. only. to. have recourſe to the - 
| words 


42 A Dialogue between 


. words ef inſtitution, as they ſtand: 
recorded by St. Luke, and repeatedi 
by St, Pav/. In the Evangeliſt: 
the words run thus, He took Bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave to them, faying, 
Ehis is my Body which is given for 
you, This do in remembrance of” me. 
Likewiſe alſo after Supper he took the 
Cup, ſaying, This (up is the New 
T.eſfament in my blood, which is ſped: 
for you. Luk. 22. 19, 256 
'Fhe Apoſtle is fomewhat more 
hrge;taking in the account which 
the other Evangeliits alſo: give- of 
it, for he tells the Chureh:of Co- 
rinth, 1 Cor. 11. 23,.24, 25, 26. 
That he had. received from the Lord 
that: hich he delivered unto them, 
Viz. That: the Lord Jeſus inthe ſame- 
night inwhich he was betrayed, took 
Rread;aud when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and. ſaid , Take, Eat,. 
This is my Body which is broken: for 
you, This: do: ye in remembrance: of 
| m6. 
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me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the (up, when he had ſupped, 
ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſta- 
ment in my blopd., This ag, as oft 
as ye drink it, in WLEDISE  9 by 7. 
For, as often as ye eat this Bread, 
aud arink this Cup, ye ſpew (or 
 ſbew ye) forth t e Lord's Death 
until he come; 

Theſe: words,. as. they are re- 
corded: by - SE. Lake; are:indeeddt- 
refted-to thetwelve Apoſtles; but 
then we are:to. conſider,. that the: 
Apoſtles. in. that: holy a&tion-were- 
the Repreſentatives of the whole: 
Church, and therefore to be con- 
fidered under a double capacity, 
Viz, either as Governours. and 
| Miniſters intruſted: by Chriſt 
with the power of diſpenſing and 
adminiſtring the: Sacrament ; or 
as ordinary. and! Lay Communt- 
cants, 

If we: look upon: them in the 


former capacity ,. as Governours 
| of 
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of the Church , and Stewards of 
the ſacred myſteries; then the - 
duty to which they. are obliged 
by the expreſs command ofChriſt, 
15 to take the Bread into their 
hands, to bleſs and conſecrate it 
to that myſterious and divine uſe 
to which he defigncd it, to break 
It, to give it to the Communi- 
cants, as he gave it-to them : And 
10 1n like manner to take the Cup, - 
to bleſs it, and give it to the peo- 
ple. Whence 1t is plain, That 
. there is an weiaer'® 7m neceſſity 
upon them and their Succeſflors, - 
to adminiſter this holy Sacrament. | 
And if they ſtand obliged to give 
| 1t, then certainly there muſt be 
{ome who are obliged to receive . 
it. And if we look upon them in 
the other capacity_, as private 
men, and Lay Communicants,we 
have a plain evidence hereof. 
For, it 1s evident, that in that ca- 
pacity , their duty in obedience 
to 
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to the Command of Chriſt was, 
to take and receive the conſecra- 
ted Elements of Bread and Wine, 
to Eat and Drink , and to do all 
this in commemoration of his 
wonderful love, in giving his Bo- 
dy to be broken , and- his Blood 
to be ſhed for the ſins of the 
World. 

But if we will ſuffer St. Paul, 
who well knew it, to explain the 
mind of his Maſter , the matter 
will be yet more plain and evi- 
dent. For, though he give the 
ſame account of the Hiſtory of the 
Sacrament, and the inſtitution of 
it, as the Evangeliſts do; yet 
doth he not therein addreſs him- 
ſelf to his Fellow-Apoſtles or 
their Succeſlors , but to the peo- 
ple of the Church of (orinth ; 
thereby plainly ſhowing that the 
Command of our Bleſſed Saviour 
(This do) doth equally oblige both 
the one and the other. 'That as 


the 
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the Prieſt 1s bound to '/prepare 
and give it, ſo the people are 
bound to prepare and receive it, 
and both by vertue of a divine 
Command. 

For, that theſe words (No ye 
this) were not {ſpoken by way of 
Counſel , but Command, will 
plainly appear, if we conſider, 
that whatſoever may be thought 
requiſite to render any expreſſion 
preceptive and obligatory ; areto 
be found in this. For, 1. There 
was ſufficient power and autho- 
rity in the perſon commanding, 
viz. Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son 
of God, and our Saviour. 2. :-The 
Terms, in which he 1s pleaſed to 
ſignify his divine will and plca- 
ſure, are imperative, Do this. 3. 
The obedience which he expects 
thereunto 1s to be perpetual, till 
his coming again, 1 Coy. 11. 26. 
.4- St. Panls interpretation and ap- 
plication of this command to = 

ay 
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Lay Communicants1nthe — 
of Corinth, doth plainly ſpeak 
defign of our blefl 2a 
was Sh oblige them and all Chri- 
ſtians to do this in remembrance 
of him, 7.e. to.expreſs their thank- 
ful acknowledgments of what he 
did and ſuffered for them by their 
dutiful obedience to this Com- 
mand. 

Thus have I performed the 0- 
ther part of my promiſe to you, 
and I hope made it ſufficiently 
plain, that the Celebration of this 
Feaſt-is a duty incumbent upon 
all-Chriſtians by vertue of a Di- 
vineCommand. And if ſo, then 
how 'thoſe who pretend to Chri- 
#Ftzanity, will at the great and ge- 
neral day of Judgment, anſwer 
their negle& and. refuſal of it, 1 
wiſh they would ſeriouſly COn- 
fider. 

But, my Friend, can you and 
I refle& upon this as the Com- 
mand, 
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mand, and laſt Command of our 
dying Saviour? Can we remember 


that he gave his Body to be bro-  * 


ken, and his blood to be ſhed for 
our ſins? Can we think of his 
being made ſubject to the wrath 
of God, the hatred of Hell, and 
the malice of Man, and all this for 
.. our fakes ? and that for all-this 
he requireth no more of us, but 
only to keep a Feait, wherein we 
may ſolemnly commemorate, and 
perpetuate the memory of what 
he hath done and ſuffered for us ? 
Can we, I ſay, remember all this, 
and yet at the ſame time be ſo 
unkind , ſo ungrateful , and ſo 
undutiful, as to neglect opportu- 
nities when offered, of paying the 
tribute of our acknowledgment 
to our great Saviour, and mighty 
Redeemer ? To cloſe up this Ar-. 
gument , let me only read unto 
you one place of Scripture,' and 
deſire you ſeriouſly to conſider 

it : 


4 


© Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 49 


it : John 6. v. 54, 55, 56. Except 
ye eat the fleſh of the ſon of” man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life 
in you. Wheoſo eateth my flefh, and 
arinketh my Blood, hath Eternal 
Life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt day. For, my fleſh is meat in- 
deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed. 
He that eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
eth my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I 
in him. The inference from 
which words, as they relate to 
this holy Feaſt, is plain and eaſy, 
viz. That as it is highly neceſſary 
for all who would be ſaved, to be 


made partakers of the merits of 


Chriſt's Sacrifice, and the effica- 
cy of his Death and Sufferings ; ſo 
will it as highly concern them 
(who have an opportunity to do 


It) to partake of the Lord's Sup- 


per in order thereunto: For,thoſe 
who refuſe (when they may) to 
receive the tokens and ſigns of his 


Body. broken, and Blood ſhed for 
D their 
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their fins, and perſift in that re- 
fuſal and neglect ;:can-never hope 
to be owned and rewarded by 

him, as his Friends. 
Pariſhiozer. I muſt needs own, 
Sir, that you have very well ac- 
 quitted your ſelf an the perform- 
ance of what you promiſed. I am 
better inſtructed in the nature 
and notion ofthis holy Sacrament 
than I was before; and am now 
very well ſatisfied, that the Cele- 
bration of it is a duty upon me 
and all Chriſtians, by vertue of 
a Divine Command. But, Sir, I 
have ſtill ſome ſcruples upon me, 
which (if 1 did not fear I had 
too much tired you already) I 
would have propounded, in order | 
to your reſolution of them. | 
.Paftor. Let not any ſuch fear | 
trouble yon, I neither am nor can 
be weary of well doing. If there- 
fore you have any thing to offer, | 
be free in it ; and aſſure your _ 

| ® 
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of my utmoſt endeavour to give 


you ſatisfaction. | 
Pariſhioney. Sir, You oblige me 


very much , and ſeeing you are 


pleaſed to give me that free- 


dom, I will preſume to make uſe 


of it. 
-  Ohz. x. And the firſt thing T 
ſhall propound, and deſire to be 
reſolved 1n is this : Whether this 
duty be 1o ſtrialy enjoined, and 
ſo indiſpenſibly required of all 
Chriſtians, that none of them are 
left at liberty, either to Com- 
municate or not, as they ſhall 
think fit? 
Paſtor. This Query ſeems to 
anſwer it ſelf; for 
I. It {uppoſeth the thing in 
queſtion to be a Duty, and it ſo, 
then it ought to be out of queſti- 
on ; for every Duty imphieth an 
obligation , and every obligation 
layeth a reſtraint upon liberty, 
and taketh away the indifterency 
| D 2 __ of 
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- of the thing it obligeth to: To be 
at liberty therefore either to do, 
or not do a thing, - muſt ſuppole 
the thing, not only to be indiffe- 
rent 1n 1ts nature, but alſo to be 
free from any command or obli- 
gation, and ſo conſequently to be 
no duty at all, but only a-pruden- 
tial Act, which a man may either | 
do, or leave-undone , as he in his 
diſcretion ſhall ſee cauſe. 

2. It ſuppoſeth the thing in' 
queſtion to be a Duty enjoined, 
which implyeth a ſuperiour pow- 
er, endued with full and juſt au- 

 thority to impoſe the thing, and 

by that 14mpoſition to make 1t ne- 
ceſſary. Now that power, I have 
told you, 1s God, and that autho- 
rity Divine, which maketh the 
thing required to be a duty upon 
us; by vertue of a Divine Com- 
mand. So that unleſs you can a\- 
{f1gn any power {uperiour to that 
of God, which can and doth dil- 
penſe 


3 
———_ ape eh ding She ond 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 53 


penſe with hisCommands,you can 
never fancy to your ſelf any ſuch 
liberty, as you' ſeem- here toen- 

quire alter; {12-04 T1201 28 

Theſetwo conſiderations might 
{ſuffice to overthrow this pretence 
of liberty, and ſhow the neceſflity 
of the thing required ; but . be- 
ſ cauſe I would willingly quiet 
your mind, and give you all the 
ſatisfaction that I can, I ſhall of- 
fer a few things more to your 
conlideration, and deſire you to 
{pend'/{ome ſerious thoughts upon 
them. 

1. Conſider the extent of the 
Command, and the unlimited ob- 
ligation thereof. The word of 
Command [Do 7his] 1s general 
and indeterminate, it reacheth all 
Chriſtians, in all times, and in 
all places z and when all are in- 
cluded, none are exempted. And 
the obligation of duty and obedi- 
ence thereunto , is as general as 
h D 3 the 
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the Command. For, unleſs we 
will call in queſtion the power 
and authority of God and Chriſt, 
we mult needs acknowledge, that 
to whomſoever it is ſaid, Do his, 
they {:and obliged both in duty 
' and conſcience to yield obedience 
thereunto. If therefore the com- 
mand reach all , then the thing 
commanded mult needs be a duty 
tncumbent uponall. And indeed 
I know no other imitation that 
this divine Command admits of, 
fave only one of theſe two, viz. 
Either want of opportunity , as 
when men are in a Journey, in 
fuch a place, and under ſuch cir- 
cumftances, that though they do 
earneſtly deſire 1t, yet can they 
not, for want of an opportunity, 
do the thing they deſire : Or 
ſome juſt impediment, as when 
one is under a Church-cenſure, or 
ſome indiſpoſition which at pre» 
ſent he cannot conquer. In the 
former 
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former of theſe Caſes men muſt, 


in the latter they may , forbear 


the doing of the thing required ; 


Theſe Caſes may limit, but they 
do not leſſen the Duty ; "Fhey 
, may ſufficeas excuſes for the pre- 


ſent, but they will not ſerve al- 


ways : For, {o ſoon as an oppor- 
tunity can be-had, and the impe- 
diments be removed, the obliga- 
tion will return upon us, and in 
abedience to this Command. we 
ought to apply our ſelves to the 
performance of the duty required 
therein. 


2. Conſider, That to diſobey the 


command of God, when we have 
an opportunity , and no juſt im- 


pediment to hinder usfrom yield- - 
ing obedience thereunto, 1s not: 
only a {in, but a fin of a deep die;. 
tinctured with ſo much pride and: 


obſtinacy,and attended with ſuch 
aggravations , as maketh it not 


only highly diſpleaſing unto God; . 
| but: 
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but "(if not timely repented of) 
will render it deſtructive to our 
ſelves. 'This is. to add fin to fin, 
and by that means, to heap up 
wrath againſt the day of wrath 


- upon our own heads. Now, that 


to [Do this] 15a duty incumbent 
upon us by vertue of a Divine 
Command, TI have plainly ſhown 
you, and the want of opportuni- 
ty you have no reaſon to com- 
plain of , being ſo often , and ſo 
earneſtly invited thereunto ; And 
therefore unleſs you have ſome 
juit impediment to hinder your 
preſent compliance with that 
command , you have no reaſon 
to decline your duty, nor any 
cauſe to fancy to your ſelf ſuch 
a liberty, as you now enquire 
after. 
3. Conſider, That the ſolemn 
profeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith 
according to Gods Ordinance, 1s 
a Duty which all Chriſtians m—_ 
mo 
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moſt readily, and upon every juſt 
occaſion to. perform, Luke 12. 8, 
9. Whoſoever (hall confeſs me before 
”en, him ſhall the:fon of man con- 


feſs. alſo before the Angels of God. 


But he that ſhall deny me before men, 


(hall be denied before the Angels of 
God, ſaith our: bleſſed Saviour. 
Thereby plainly intimating, that 
whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed. to 
own him, and to. confeſs their 
Faith in him, 1n this. World; them 
will he diſowrs and. be: aſhamed 
of at the great and laſt day. Now 
the Celebration of this holy Feaſt, 
is one of the molt memorable 
actions of our. Itfe-, wherein -we 
are moſt ſolemnly to. Commemo- 
rate the dying love of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 26. For, this 
we ought to do in remembrance of 
him ; - And as often as we do it, we 
are to ſhew forth the Lord's death till 
he come, 1.e. We are herein to 
commemorate all that the holy 
"Þ $ Jeſus 
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| | Jeſus hath done and ſuffered for 
us, .and not be aſhamed to confeſs 

our Faith mm a dying Saviour. And 

that allthis is according to God's. 

Ordinance, is plain, becauſe it is. 

a. duty incumbent upon us by ver- 

tue of a Divine Command. Unleſs. 

therefore you can- diſpenſe with. 
your duty to God, and content 
your ſelf to diflemble. your Chri-- 
ftianity ; unleſs you can perſwade: 
your ſelf , that the profeſſion of 
your Faith in- Felus , a thankful 
acknowledgment of all that he: 
hath done and ſuffered- for you, 
and a publick owning of all thoſe 
favours and benefits which you: 
have received from him,be things. 
indifferent to you.: It will be 1n. 
vain to pretend-{uch a liberty as. 
you now enquire aſter. 
By this time , Neighbour Pa-- 
riſhioner, T hope you are fatisfied,. 
that neither you, nor any. other 


who pretend to Chriſtianity, are- 
left 
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left at liberty in this caſe; That 
to (Da this) or leave it Undone, 
as they pleaſe, is no part of that 
liberty , wherewith Chriſt hath. 
made them free. ; 
Pariſhioner. T thank you, Mr. 
Paſtor, for the pains you have ta-- 
ken with me , which, by God's. 
bleſſing upon them, have not been: 
in vain; they have had their de- 
{ign'd effect : for, Iam now very 
well {atisfied;that it is not a thing 
indifferent, but a Duty. But pray, 
Sir, be not offended, if TI trouble 
you with another Queſtion. 
Paſtor. No, my good Neigh--. 
bour , T ſhall not ; pray be free, . 
and reſt aſſured that you cannor. 
better pleaſe me, than by gwing. 
me an opportunity of offering you- 
all the ſatisfaction -that is wn my. 
| power. 

Pariſhioner. My next Queſtion, . 
Sir; 1s this. | 
E- 04j..2. If this command. be {o- 
ſtrict: 
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| firict and general, and our obe- 
dience thereto ſo indiſpenlible, are 
not all then who live within the 
pale of the Church, whether good 
or bad, without any exception,to 
be admitted thereunto ? 

Paſtor. You may remember, 
that in anſwer to your former 
Queſtion, I did intimate to you, 
that there are ſome caſes, which 
though they do not leſſen the Du- 
ty, yet do limit the command as 
to our: preſent aQtual obedience 
thereunto. For, as our Saviour 


forbade the caſting ofPearl before. 


Swine , and the giving of the 
Childrens Bread to Dogs; ſo hath 
he left power with his Church to- 


make a difference between wor-. 


thy and unworthy Receivers : 
and, where the-caſe 15 ſo- manifeſt 
235 to come withy1 her Cogni- 
zance, to judge who are ſo, and 
who are not. And beſides thoſe 
cales before intimated, there are 

{ome: 
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{ome other, wherein the Church 
doth, with good reaſon, take up- 
on her, to reſtrain and keep back 
{ome from prophaning this' holy 
Sacrament , and ruining them- 


ſelves. Eſpecially theſe rhat fol- 


tow. | | 

... I, When men are grolly igno- 
rant , ſo little knowing in the 
things of God, ſo much unac- 
quainted with the Religious part 
of their duties , that in this caſe, 
what the Prophet Jonah ſaid of 
many thouſands in the great City 


. of Nizeveh, 1s but too truly veri- 
. fied in them , Jozah 4. 11. They 


cannot difcern between their right 


hand and their left hand. And of 


_ this ſort, God knows, we have 


too many in our days, who are 
to ſottiſhly ignorant of what con- 
cerns God and themſelves , at 
kaſt, the better part of them- 
lelves, viz. their immortal Souls, 


that though the. light. of the Go- 


{pel 
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ſpel { ſhine ſo gloriouſly ,. yet. ſtill 


they ſit in darkneſs; though the 
glorious truths thereof be. daily 
preached, 1o plainly aflerted, and 
ſo frequently inculcated upon 


them ;. yet. are they no more 1m- 


proved in their knowledge of 
them , than thoſe poor Indians 
who never heard of the Goſpel. 


Tis ſtrange indeed there ſhould: 


be ſuch,bur not ſo ſtrange as true. 
Now ſuch as theſe , -till they are 


better inſtructed in their Religion. 


in general, and 1n this part of 


their Religion 1n particular,ought- 
to-be withheld from being parta- 


kers of this holy Sacrament. For, 


Our Church 2 ge all thoſe - 


her Members, who either do, or 
are fit to receive the 


Rubrick after Holy Sacrament, to be. 


the Commu- ' LM 
nion Service. PEY ſons of aiſcretion, l. ©, 


rſons of ſome com-- 
petent knowledge, able to diſcern- 


between the Table of the. Lord, 


and: 


_ 


— 
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and their own Tables, between 
this holy Feaſt, and a common 
Meal. -W.hat meaſure of know- 
ledge there ought to be, ſeeing 
God hath given us no ſtandard to. 
judge by, I ſhall not preſume my 
{elf wile enough. to. determine. 
But that there ought to be ſome, 
and a- competent ſhare of know- 
ledge too,will appear, if we con-- 
fider. what qualifications our. 
Church requires in thoſe whom 
{he admitteth to be Communi-- 
cants. "They muſt be ſuch as tru- 
ly repent. them of their former 
fins; They muſt be ſuch as fted- 
faſtly purpoſe to lead a new life ; 
fach as have a hvely Faith in 
_ mY through Chriſt; ſuck 
as thankfully remem- 
ber the ->— fon hr: 
death of the bleiled Jeſus for their 


- ſakes; and they muſt be in cha- 


rity with all men. All which do 
preſuppoſe a good {hare of know- 
ledge, 
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ledge , and a godly practice of 
what they know. Beſides, all 
who are admitted to the Lord's 
Supper , by the Rules of our 
Church , ought not only to be 
baptized, but alſo after Baptiſm, 
to be confirmed by the Biſhop, 
RG or at leaſt to be ready 
mA _ and deſirous to be 
Confirmation. Confirmed. Now 1n 

order to Confirmation 


it -is required, thar they be of a 


competent age, able to ſay in their 


Mother tongue , the Creed, the 
; Lord's Prayer, and the 
Rubrick after | 
the Catechiſm. Ten Commandments, 
= and to-an{wer to the 
other queſtions in 'the Church 
Catechiſm. The reaſon whereof 
'1s plain , Becauſe in 

Preface rothe Confirmation they do 
Order ofCon- . | Dq 
firmarion” inthe preſence of God, 
- and of the Congrega- 

tion renew that ſolemn promiſe 


and Yow that was. made un their 


NAanieces 
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names at their Baptiſm; ratifying 
and confirming the ſame in their 
own perſons; and acknowledging 
themſelves bound to believe and 
do all thoſe things which their 
Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook for them. . Now all 
this conſidered will plainly evi- 
dence,that-perſons who are groſly 
1gnorant, and devoid of ſome 
competent meaſure of knowledge 
in their Religion, are not thought 
by our Church to be duly quali- 
fied to be Communicants. Nor 
doth our Church proceed with- 
out good Authority herein ; for 
this her practice ſeems to be foun- 
ded upon that qualification of a 
Worthy Communicant, required 
by St. Paul, viz. Diſcerning the 

Lord's Body, 1 Cor. 11. 29. | 
Pariſhioner. Sir, T am very well 
ſatisfied that ſuch perſons as you 
have now deſcribed ought not to 
be admitted as gueſts at God's - a- 
ble ; 


A8 4 PRONE AE ABS: th 


66 A Dialogue betwom = 


ble; and I am glad to underſtand 
by yourDiſcourlſe, that our Church 
doth not knowingly admit any 
fuch. But there is one thing 
which I perceive the Church ma- 
keth a neceſſary qualification in 
every Communicant, viz. Confir- 
mation by the Biſhop. Now, Sir, 
I never was confirmed, and I be- 
leve very few in the Pariſh have 
been ; and therefore if this be. ne- 
ceſlary, all or moſt of us,for want 
of it, are under a neceſſity of ab- 
ſenting our ſelves therefrom. 
Paſtor. It 1s true, that by rea- 
fon of the iniquity of the late 
times, which put all things out of 
order both in- Church and State, 
moſt who are now grown up do 
want the benefit of this holy rite ; 
but I am willing to believe, that 
it-1s not their contempt of it, but 
rather either the want of oppor- 
_— or the want of- better 1n- 


ſtruction ſince, that is the occa- 
tion 
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ſion of their not being confirmed: 
And therefore our Church, like 
an indulgent Mother, in her new 
Rubrick, maketh not the want, 
but the neglect of it, to be a bar 
againſt us, for ſhe now requireth 
that all who are admitted to this 
holy Ordinance, ſhould either be 
actually confirmed, or ready and 
defirous ſo to be. Now when 
you rightly underftand the deſign 
and tendency, the uſefulneſs and 
excellency of this holy Rite, 
(which I have hinted to you in 
part, and of which you may fee 
more, if you will but take the 
pains to read over that ſhort Of- 
tice for the Order of Confirmatt- 
on) I do not doubt but you and 
- all others , will be very deſirous 
of it. And if you be fo, then is 
the want of it at preſent, no bar 
to your preſent communicating 
with us in this holy Ordt- 
Nance. 


Pariſhioner. 
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Pariſbioner. T am very well 
pleaſed, Sir, that it is not ; and j 
if the want of it be not, I doaſ- 
{ure you, the contempt of it, ne- 
ver ſhall be any bar againſt me. 
By that little which you have ſaid 
of it, I am ſo well ſatisfied in the 
excellency and uſefulneſs thereof, 
that T ſhall not willingly omit any 
opportunity hereafter of being 
confirmed. And in order there- 
unto, I do humbly beg your aſ@ | 
ſiſtance therein. . | | 


Paſtor. You may promiſe your 
ſelf my afiitance in this, or any 
other thing that is for your good 
at all times. But fince you are ſo 
well ſatisfied in this, which hath 
given occaſion to this ſhort di- 
oreſfion, I ſhall now return to the 
conſideration of your main Obje- 
tion, and proceed to ſhow you 
ſome other caſes, wherein our 
Church thinketh fit to reſtrain 
the raſhneſs and preſumption of 

OD {ome, 
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ſome, who, without due conſide- 
ration, would ruſh upon this ho- 
ly Ordinance. 

2. If men be groſly ſcanda- 
lous, open and notorious evil Li- 
vers, who make no Conſcience 
of what they. do , who live in 
Gluttony and Drunkenneſs , in 
Chambering and wantonneſs, in 
ftrife and envying , and take no 
other thought, ſave only for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the luſts of it, 
Rom. 13. 13, 14. Fornicators, I- 
dolaters, Adulterers, Efteminate 
Perſons, Abuſers of themſelves 
with Mankind , Thieves, Cove- 
tous Perſons , Drunkards, Rail- 
ers, and Extortioners, as they 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God, ſo neither ought they to be 
admitted to this holy Sacrament, 
I Cor. 6. v. 9, 10. And therefore 
our Church is ſo far from giving 
encouragement unto ſuch , that 
ſhe requireth her Miniſters, ha- 
ving 
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ving knowledge thereof, to call 
Car, 26, Ry. VPN them, and adver- 
brick before tile them , that they 
the Comm- do not preſume to 
—_ come to the Lord's Ta- 
ble, until they have openly de- 
clared themſelves to have truly 
repented, and amended their for- 
mer evil lite. 

3. If any have been at ſtrife 
and variance with their Neigh- 
bours, and do ftill indulge their 
malice and hatred , refuſing to 
forgive injuries done to them, or to 
Can, 26. Ry. TeEpair wrongs which 
brick before they have done to 0- 
the Commu- thers; Theſe are not to . 
yy” be ſuffered to come to 
the Lord's Table, till they be, or 
are willing to be reconciled ; till 
they have forgiven from the bot- 
tom of their hearts all that their 
Neighbours have treſpaſſed a- 
gainſt them, and have recompen- 


ſed, or are willing and —_— 
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ſo to do as ſoon as conveniently 
they can, all the wrong they have 
done unto their Neighbours. 

4. Churchwardens or Sidemen 
who have the Oath of God upon 
them, and have bound their Souls 
thereby to preſent to their. Ordi- 
naries all ſuch enormitiesand-pub- 
lick offences as they are particu- 
larly charged to enquire of in 
their ſeveral Pariſhes. If 
theſe ( notwithſtanding 
the obligation of their Oath, and 
their being frequently called up- 
on by their Miniſter and Ordi. 
nary to diſcharge their.Conſcien- 
ces by the due performance of 
their Duties) ſhall wittingly and 
willingly, deſperately and irreli- 
g1ouſly, incur that moſt horrible 
{in of perjury, by neglecting or. 
refuſing to preſent ſuch enormi- 
ties or publick offences, as they 
themſelves know, or are other- 
wiſe made known to them. They 

ought 
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ought not to be-admitted to this 
holy Sacrament, till they have e- 
videnced their repentance, and re- 
paired their fault by a more vigo- 
rous performance of their du- 
TICS. | 


5. If men be Schiſmatical, or 


of known rebellious principles, z.e. 
if they refuſe to comply with the 
Order of the Church in kneeling 
me = de{ignedlyablent them- 
ſelves from the publick Prayers of 
the Church, if they be common 
and notorious depravers of the 
Book of Common-Prayer , and 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
&c. Or, if they be ſuch as do 
ſpeak againſt and deprave his 
Majeſtie's Sovereign Authority 1n 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical. Except e- 
very ſuch perſon ſhall firſt ac- 
knowledge to the Miniſter before 
the Church-Wardens, his repen- 
tance for the ſame, and promiſe 


by 


at the Sacrament, if they - 


' 
FP igco domes read 


pe "PER « 
IT ** 


* Paſtor and Pariſhioner. > 


by word or writing, that he will 
do ſo no more ; He ſhall not be 
admitted to the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

6. Strangers, z. e. perſons of 
another Pariſh ought not to be: 
encouraged in leaving their own 
Pariſh Church and going to ano-. 
ther, or in leaving their own Mi- 
niſter to hear another. Much leſs 
ought they to be encouraged .in 
delerting Communion with their 
own Miniſter and Pariſhioners. 
Our Church is ſo tender @_ _. 
in this point , and ſo fir 
from giving OC unto 
{uch, that initead. of admitting, 
ſhe forbiddeth' them, and remit- 
teth them home to their own Pa- 
riſh Churches and Miniſters,there 
to, receive the Communion with: 
the reſt of their Neighbours. 

In all theſe Caſes, you ſee, our, 
Church is very cautious , and 
therefore no fear of ſuch an _uni- 

E verſal 
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verfal and | promiſcuous admit- 
tance to God's Table, as your Qb- 
 jecyon fuppoleth. She is not fo 
prodigally laviſh as to caſt her 
Pearl to Swine, or give her Chil- 
drens. Bread to Dogs. 

But: though theſe caſes may li- 
mit,. yet do-they not at all leſſen 
our Duty. Let our circumſtances 
be what they will, yet to. Do thzs, 
is: ſtill our Duty. To continue 
therefore under theſe circumſtan- 
ces muſt needs be ſin, becauſe it 
hindereth us from doing that 
which is our duty, and to plead 
our excuſe for Non-Communion 
upon that ſcore, 1s to add fin to 
ſin , and donble that iniquity, 
which was too great before. 

What: therefore is to be done in 
this caſe ? but as ſpeedily as, may 
be to put our ſelves out of theſe 
circumſtances, that we may the 
ſooner ſet about the performance 
of our Duty. Which whoſcever 
refuſeth 


> 
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refuſeth or neglefeth todo, he 
doth plaialy declare, that he hath. 


2 greater value for his own mar- 


dinate luſts , and debaucht pra- 
Qices,, than for an holy Commu- 


nion with God and Chriſt. 
Pariſbioner. T. am mighty well 
pleaſed. to underftand ,. That the 
Wiſdom and Ptety of our Mo- 
ther, the Church of Ezg/azd, (in 
taking fo: much care to guard the 
Tablefof the:Lord ,. and with: fo 
much caution ta:fence the Body 
and Blaoad:of Chriſt , againft the 
bold approaches of ignorant, pro 
phane and wicked perſons) is far 
greater than. T thought it had 
heen,; or than many will yet be- 
beve it.is. But, Sir, I have ſome. 
thing more {ttl, which, if. Fdid 
not tear I had.too much. tired you: 
already , I would: gladly be fatil- 
7 OO 
Paſtor. No:more of theſe Apo- 
logies, gaod. Neighbour,. if your 
= 2 OWn 
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own -lei{ure and patience will al- 
low it, mine will hold out. And 
therefore now we are together, 
and have fo fit an opportunity for 
it, ſpeak your whole mind, and 
ſpeak it freely, propound what 
ever {cruples 4 have, that 1 
may apply my- ſelf to give you 
all che thftion Li ET 

Pariſhiozer. I humbly thank 
you, Sir, for the freedom you are 
pleaſed to give me, which I ſhall 
willingly 'make uſe of. *: 

The next thing I have to pro- 
pound 1s a matter of great weight, 
an Objefaion that hath and ſtill 
doth very much ſtartle me:, 'and 
I believe-many others., which if 
you can clear, your ſo doing will 
very much ſmooth the way, and 
encourage both me and them to. 
communicate with you. 2. + 
- 0hz. 3. St. Paul exprelly ſaith, 
He that eateth and arinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh damnation. 

De to 
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to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
Boay, 1 Cor. 11. 29. Now, Sir, I 
do not find my ſelf worthy, and 
I hope you would not have me to 
eat and drink my own Damna- 
tion ? | 

Paſtor. This Scripture which 
you now cite, hath been, and ſtill 
1s made very much uſe of to de- 
ter and: affright men from doing 
their duties; Fo communicating 
- with the Church and People of 
God in this holy Ordinance: Some 
men. who have uſurped the Pul- 
pit, and invaded the Office of the 
Miniftry in our late unhappy 
times , have with ſo much zeal 
but little knowledge taken upon 
them to interpret the holy Scrip- 
tures, that they. have made them 
to ſpeak other things than the ho- 
ly ſpirit of God , or his Amanu- 
enſes, the Prophets and Apoſtles 
ever intended. And TIT do. not 
doubt. but to make itplain to you, 
E 3 that 
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that the ObjeCtioa raiſed from 
thus. paſſage of St. Pay/ ,: is foun- 
ded 1a the miſunderſtandings of 
zmen,. and not inthe 'Text it {elf, 
or the true and genuine ſenſe. of 
the Apoſtle in this place. © ©. 
In order whereunto, I-ſhall en- 
deavour to lay before you the 
plain meaning of St. Paw in this 
Text, and that by the reſolution 
of theſe two Enquiries. - 
_ £%. 1. What 1s here meant by 
eating and drinking unworthily 2 
£s.2. Howand when menare 
Jaid to eat and drink tliew own: 
Damnation ? 


£s..1. What is here meant by 


eating and drinking unworthily ? 
-- Auf: For Anſwer whereunto,. 


tet me premiſe , "That the Wor- 


.thineſs here ſpoken of doth not 
. conſiſt in perfection, or in-an ab- 
{lute and unfinning obedience to- 
-all the Laws of God. For; if we 

were indeed. thus. perteCt , . we 
$f Tos 7 ſhauld. 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 29 


ſhould have no need, or at leaſt 
nor fo much need of this Sacra- 
ment. Since the firſt Adam 1n the 
ſtate of Innocency, none,ſave on- 
ly the ſecond Adam the Lord: 
Chriſ Jeſus , could ever juſtly 
glory in being thus qualified. 
Notwithſtanding the vain pre- 
tenfions of ſome Enthuhaſtical 
' Cathariſts, this certainly is a 
thing which is: not attainable in 
this life. For, Al! have ſinned, 
faith St. Paul, Row. 3. 23. tap. 5. 
12. There is none that doth ood ne 
2ot one, 1aith holy David, PE. 14 
3. The juſt man falleth ſeven plies, 
ſaith - wiſe Solow, Prov. 24. 
16. 4nd if any man ſay, that he 
hath no fin, he doth bat deceive him- 
felf, and the trath is -not in him, 
_ faith the Apoſtle John, x Joh. x. $. & 
From all which Scriptures, and 
many others which might be 
produced, wherein the terms are 
{o.general , that they cannot but 
E..4 include: 
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include all and every individual ; 
It.is plain and evident , that per- 
tection doth not belong to the 
preſent ſtate of Mankind. And 
if ſo, then muſt we conclude, that 
the great and wiſe God, and the 
holy and bleſſed -Jeſus , have in- 
ſtituted this Feaſt in vain, and 
given out a command to-no pur- 
pole. - A Table indeed may be 
ipread, and richly furniſhed, but 
the rooms will be all empty ; for 
if none but thoſe who are perfe&t 
be worthy , there will none be 
found that are ſo. This therefore 
cannot be the meaning of the 
Apoſtle in this place. 

. Andas the worthineſs here ſpo- 
ken of doth not conſiſt in perteCti- 
on; 4.e. inan intire and unſin- 
ning obedience to the whole Law 
of God : So neither doth the un- 
worthineſs here mentioned con- 
{iſt in imperfe&tion or fin. It 1s 
not every failing, not every weak- 
- | neſs, 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 81 

neſs, nor every fin, that preſent- 
ly renders men unworthy to be 
Gueſts at God's Table. For if ſo, 
then all mankind would be exclu- 
ded , becauſe all have ſinned, . as 
appeareth fromthe Texts already 
quoted. And conſequently ' the 
Table of the Lord would be as 
empty , and this great. Feaſt as 
much want. Gueſts upon: this ac- 
count as upon the other. But this 
is ſo far from being the {enſe: of 
the Apoſtle here, that it 15 quite 

contrary to it. - For, as Chriſt 

came into the World purpolely to 

ſave Sinners, ſo did he 1nſtitute 

his holy Supper for. the ſake. of 
thoſe who were liable to ſin, and 

weak 1n the Faith ; that thereby 

they might be. fortified againſt _ 
the one, and ſtrengthened in the 
other. For any one to ſay then, 
I am a Sinner, and therefore Un- 
warthy , is a falſe conſequence. 
For, it is not fin barely. , but an 
E xs obſtinate 


mt... 


= 
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abſtinate- and. impenitent. conti-- 
nuance. 1n ſin, that: renders any 
one an unworthy Gueſt at God's. 
Table, as I ſhall ſhow. you. here-: 
 From.this account. of this "Text, 
you. ſce plain, that there are ſome- 
wha have no pretence to perfe- 
Qtion in this life, and yet ur God's. 
account are eſteemed: worthy. 
Communicants. And'ot fuch an- 
ene E ſhall give you: this. ſhort: 
Charatter, which may. ſerve. as a. 
Teſt to. try your. own worthy-- 


Wt 7 EY Guelt at God's: 
Table; 1s, not to be without fin,. 
but-to be ſenſible. of- ſin; andor-- 
 Trowlul for 1t;. one who doth hun-- 
ger:and thirſt after righteouſneſs; . 
one-who doth earneſtly. defire U- 
nion: and: Communion: - with: 
Ehrilt , . eſpecially. in-+ this holy. 
Reaft ; One who is truly fenfible 
of; and as truly. thankful for; what : 


the- 
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the bleſſed Jeſus hath done and: 
ſufftred for him ; One who, up-- 
on that conſideration, doth re-. 
ſolve with himſelf, that as much. 
as in him lieth , he will for the 
future lead a new lite, and live in: 
all godly love and charity. with. 
all men. . 

This, though ſhort, 1 take to. 
be a full CharaQter of a. worthy. 
Gueſt - at God's Table. Which 
worthy diſpoſition may very well 
conſiſt - with many and: great: 
weakneſſes and imperfeCtions. , - 

This thus premiſed :may -ena+. 
ble us to give:a- more-dire&t an-- 
{wer to our firſt enquiry,and help. 
us to diſcover , What it is.to eat - 
and drink unworthily ?- 

To eat:and drink. unworthily 
in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, doth there-- 
fore amply theſe things... + 

7.. To come to the Lord's Sup-.. 
per with low and mean thoughts 


of it,- hong either. ignorant what 
it: 
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it 1s, Or if in ſome meaſure know- 
' 1ng, yet are they willing to put a 
ſlight and contempt upon it ; The 
former of theſe are indeed the 
more pityable , but neither the 
one nor the other are excuſable ; 
both of them, in St. Pauls ſenſe, 
may be truly ſaid to eat and drink 
unworthily. The one contented- 
ly ſitteth down under ſuch cir- 
_ cumſtances that he cannot; and 
the other , if he' can, will not 
make any difterence between the 
Table of the Lord,and their own ; 
between this great and holy 
Feaſt , and a common and ordi- 
nary meal and repaſt. This is that 
for which St. Paul reproveth the 
Church of Corzzth, 1 Cor. 11.v. 
20, 21, 22, ſaying, When ye come 
together into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord's Supper. For in eat- 
ing every one taketh befcre other 
bis own Supper ; and one is hun- 
gry aud another is arunketn. 


What, 
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What , have ye not Houſes to eat 
and drink in ? Or deſpiſe ye the 


Church of God , and ſhame them 


\ a OY ET a 4 F Ire 


that have not ?* What ſhall T (7 ay - 


. to you ? Shall I praife you in 


this? I praiſe you not. This is 
to come tothe Lord's Table with- 
out Faith or Fear ; neither belie- 


ving nor remembring what the 


bleſſed Jeſus hath done and fuf- 
fered for them, of which at this 


Feaſt they ought to make a grate-_ 


ful and ſolemn Commemoration. 
1 Cor. T1. 24 This 1s to ap- 
proach thereunto without that 
due regard and reverence that be- 
cometh them, and befitteth the 
action they are about ; not once 
confidering with whom, or upon 


what they are to feaſt. And this 


is part, if not all, that St. Paul 


_ defigneth tn thoſe words which 


he addeth 4n the cloſe of this 


Text, mot diſcerning the Lord's 
Boajy. 


2. To 
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2. Toeat and drink unworthi- 


ly, 1s, to come to the Lord's Sup- 
per without a. due. ſenſe of fin, 


without a juſt remorſe, a godly 
ſorrow, and: an unfeigned repen- 
tance for 1it.. For, as I before hin- 


ted to you, itis not ſinbarely;but 


an obſitinate and impenitent con- 


tinuance 1n-{in that maketh men 
__ unwelcome gueſts at God's Ta- 
ble. If the wicked will turn from all. 


his ſins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my ſtatutes, and do that 


which is lawful and right , he ſhall 


fhrely live, he ſball not die. All his 


tranſgreſſions that he hath commit-. 
ted, they ſhall not be mentioned un- 
zo him; in his righteouſneſs that- 


he hath done, he- ſhall live, ſaith 


the Lord, Ezek. 18. v.21, 22. A 


broken and contrite heart, God will 
zever deſpiſe, Pi. 51.197. I might, 


if it were needful, produce many 
other Texts to this- purpoſe, for 


the. holy Scripture. is full of ſuch. 
X pallages: 


JA 
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paſſages: as ſpeak the: goodnels. 
and mercy of God to repeating. 
and returning Sinners, how ready 


he 1s to receive them , how he 


openeth. his arms to embrace- 
them, and how kindly he bids. 
them wellcome.. If the Prodigal 
can bur think. of returning ro his- 
Father ,. his Father will prevent 
him, and:run to meet him, Lek. 
15.,18, 19, 20.. Fur unto me,and' 
1 will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord 
af Hoſts, Zjech. I. 3... 

But though God: be thus: kind 
and gracious-to the Penitent, yet. 
willhe. be fevere and-inexorable- 
to the obſtinate and umpenitent. 
If men will: fin. with an high 
hand, and go on therein without: 
once reflecting: upon what oy 


door have done; If they. will ſtill! 


perſevere in- wickedneſs againſt 
all- the. admonitions.of God, and: 
checks of their own Conſciences ; 
If they, be. reſolved. to. _—_ 

; (979 oF 
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their luſtful appetites , and inor- 
dinate aftetions , and not to be 
reclaimed therefrom ; If againſt 
the judgment of the Church, and 
the plain- evidence of Scripture 
and reaſon , they will reject the 


* Truth, and eſpouſe and defend 


Errours and Hereſfies; If they 
give themſelves over to ſtrife and 
contention, to promote malice 
and hatred, to diſturb their own 
andthe peace of that Church and 
fate in which they live. What 
can ſuch men expect, but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation to devour them ? 
Hebr. 10. v. 26, 27. - There 1s no- 
thing doth more ſurely forfeit the 
kindneſs and mercy of God, nor 
any thing that doth more certain- 
ly treaſure up to i# ſelf, wrath a- 
gainſt the day of wrath, than an 
hard and impenitent heart, Rom. 
2.5. As impenitency 1s a certain 
bar to Man's Salvation , fo is it 

to 


A 
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to his participation _ of this holy 


Feaſt. For, to come to the Lord's 
Supper without a due ſenſe of ſin 
and ſorrow for it, is to go about 
to join righteouſneſs with unrighte- 
ouſneſs, to mix light with darkneff, 
and to lodge Chriſt. with Belial, 2 
Cor. 6. V. 14, I5. 

2. To eat and drink unwor- 


_ thily, is, to come to the Lord?s 


Supper without Charity. If thou 
bring thy gift to the Altar,and there 
remembreſ} that thy brother hath 
ought againſt thee; leave there thine 
w ar. x oh the Altar, and go thy 


' way ; firſt be reconciled to thy bro- 


ther, and then come and offer thy 
gift, Matth. 5. v. 23, 24. This 
counſel proceedeth from the un- 
erring wiſdom of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
wherein he doth plainly intimate 
how vain it-is to expeCt, that God 
will accept an offering at our 
hands, whilſt our hearts are fil- 
led with malice and hatred to our 

Brethren. 
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Brethren. Love ro God and love 
to the Brethren , are qualificatt- 
ons indiſpenfibly neceſſary 1m. e- 
very one, who will be a worthy 
Gueſt at God's Table ;, and net- 
ther of theſe can wellconſiſt with- 
out the other. 1f'a mas ſay, T love 
Goa, and hateth his brother. þe is a 
Har: for, he that loveth not his bro- 
ther whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
Jove God , whom he hath not ſeen ? 
And this (ommunament have we 
from him, that he who Ioveth God, 


ove his brother alſo , 1 John 4. v. 


20, 21. Now who they are that 
come without Charity , will beſt 
appear, if we conſider that noble 


CharaSer which St. Paul giveth 
of it, and compare their manner 


of addreſs therewith. Are men. 
:mpatient under ſufferings ? Are -- 
they apt to murmur and repine 
at the diſpenſations of Divine Pro-- 
vidence , touching the ordering. 


and governance of perſons and 
things 


themſelves, 
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things in this World ? Are they 
morole and unſociable ? Are they 
over-tenacious , unfriendly , and 
unliberal ? This betrayeth their 
want of 'Charity. For, Charity 
Jaffereth long,and is kind. Are men 
apt to be envious at the happy 
eftate of their Brethren ? Do they 
look with an evil Eye npon the 
profperity of others ? Do they 
macerate and waſt themſelves 
with vexing at the wellfare of o- 


ther men? This ſpeaketh them 


{ftrangers to: this excellent grace ;. 
for, (harity envyeth not , wn 
17.4. Are men « potied and 
ty? Do they love to be the 
Trumpeters of their own praiſe, 
and the proclaimers of their own. 
worth ! Are they apt to {well and 
be puffed up- with the conceit of 
their own. excellency ? Do they | 
entertain fo high: an: opinion of 
_ their own virtue 
and CTY they look withy 
ſcorn. 


WII 
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icorn.and contempt upon all o- 
thers * Are they unwilling to be 
indebted even to God himſelf, or 
_-to his mercy and bleſſing, or to 
any thing elſe, but only them- 
ſelves, for their ſucceſs in all 
things? This bewrayeth their 
want of love and Charity, For, 
Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not 
puffed up. Are men cenforious and 
contumelious ? Are they Ralilers, 
Revilers, Detra&ters and Backbi- 
ters of others? Do they love to . 
betray the ſecrets, diſcloſe the 
faults, and expoſe the. perſons of 
others to contempt and. ſcorn * 
Can they pleaſe themſelves, with 
being unhandſome, rude, and un- 
mannerly ? This' ſhoweth how 
empty they are of Love and Cha- 
rity ; For, Charity doth not behave 
.zt ſelf unſeemly, v, 5. Are men 
wholly devoted to themſelves ? 
Are they altogether led and ated 
&? the dittates of their own ay 

eſt 
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eſt ? Can they-lay aſide all care 
and concern for the good of that 
Community 1a which they live ? 
Can they be content that all pub- 
| lick good ſhould truckle and give 
place to their private profit and 
advantage? Are they ſo much in 
love with themſelves, that they 
love nothing beſides, or in com- 
pariſon with themſelves ? This. 
plainly ſhows, that they have no 
true. Love and Charity in them, 
For, (harity. ſeeketh not her own. 
Are men paſhonate and ſuſpict- 
ous ? ' Are their paſſions quickly 
raiſed, but when up, ſo ungo-' 
vernable-that they are not eafily. 
laid again? .Are they apt to take 
fire at every ſpark, and be offen- 
ded even with innocence it {c1f, 
if it happen to run counter to 
their humours and inclinations ? 
Are they {ſo jealous and ſufpici- 
ous, that every buſh is taken for 
a Bugbear ? that nothing, though 

never 
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icorn.and contempt upon all o- 
thers ? Are they unwilling to be 
indebted even to God himſelf, or 
to his mercy and bleſſing, or to 
any thing elſe, but only them- 
ſelves, for their ſucceſs in all 
things ? This bewrayeth their 
want of love and Charity. . For, 
Charity vaunteth not it {*, is not 
puffed up. Are men cenforious and 
contumelious ! Are they Railers, 
Revilers, Detra&ers and Backbi- 


ters of others? Do they love to . 


. . betray the ſecrets, diſcloſe the 
faults, and expoſe the. perſons. of 
others to contempt and. ſcorn ? 
.Can they pleaſe themſelves, with 
being unhandſome, rude, and un- 
mannerly ? . This' ſhoweth how 
empty they are of Love and Cha- 
rity ; For, Charity doth pot behave 
tt ſelf unſeemly, v, 5, Are men 
wholly devoted to themſelves ? 
Are they altogether led and ated 
&) the diCtates of their own m_ 
| EIT! 
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eſt ? Can they-lay aſide all care 
and concern for the good of that 
Community 1a which they live ? 
Can they be content that all pub- 


| lick good ſhould truckle and give 


place to their private profit and 
advantage? Are they ſo much in 
love with themſelves, that they 
love nothing beſides, or in com- 
pariſon with themſelves ? "This. 
plainly ſhows, that they have no 
true. Love and Charity in them, 
For,. Charity. ſeeketh not her own. 
Are men paſſionate and ſuſpici- 
ous ? ' Are their paſſions quickly 
raiſed, but when up, ſo ungo-' 
vernable-that they are not eaſily. 
laid again? .Are they apt to take 
fire at every ſpark, and be offen- 
ded even with innocence it {c1f, 
if it happen to run counter to 
their humours and inclinations ? 
Are they 1o jealous and ſufpici- 
ous, that every buſh is taken for 
a Bugbear? that nothing, though 

| never 
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never fo: goad , can occur, . 
which they do not ſuſpect. fome 
_—_— 5 4 ſecret miſchief 
fen” inſt them; Thus is 
eeftly ny to: the rules of 
true Charity, For, Charity is 29t 
eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil.. 
Are:men carzat, fold under ſin; ? 
Rom. 7. 14. Dothey love to walk 
in the vanity of their minds ? Are 
their underſtandings {o-darkened, 
that they.are become Alens fram: 
the life of God, through. the 1g- 
— _ iS 10 _ Are 
they paſt ieeling, and have given 
nods = ants befeinil 
neſs, ta mork all unclearmeſs with: 
greedzneſs ? Eph. 4«V. 17, 18, 19: 
Do they love to. ſpeak lies through: 
hypocriſie, having their Conſciences 
ſeared mith-an hat iron © 1 Tim. 4,2. 
Da they rejoice to do evil, and de- 
light ini the fromardneſs of the wick- 
ed:? Prov. 2. 14. Are they ſorbent 
upon wickedneſs, that they can- 
not 
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not fleep: except they have done 
evil, and: their ſleep departeth from 
them, unleſs they have cauſed ſome to- 
fall? Prov. 4. 16. This is a tem» 
per far different from that of true 
Charity ; For, (harity rejoyceth not 
in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth, 
v. 6. Are men impatient of inju- 
ries, and cannot bear the leaſt 
affront ? Are they diffident and . 
diftruſttul of all things propoun-- 
ded to them , either by. God or 
Man ? Have they no profpet&t of 
a future ſtate, nor can hope for 
any thing but what 1s before their 
Eyes, and within the reach of 
their ſenſes in: this life ? This 


J plainly demonſtrateth that they 


are. ſtrangers to: this excellent 
grace of Charity ; For, (harity 
beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things, v. 7. Fo iz” 

— Fhus have I ſhown you who 
they are that come to the Lord's 
Supper 


—_—_—— —_ 
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Supper without Charity ; and by 


this and the two preceding rules, 


' you may plainly perceive what. 


St. Paul meaneth, when he ſpeaks 
of cating and drinking unwor- 
thily. Now if either you, or any 


other be really thus unworthy, it. 


will nearly concern both you and 
them to conſider what you do. It 
will not be ſafe for you to ap- 
proach this holy Table with ſuch 
unworthineſs about you. But I 
hope better things of you, and 
that upon this account you will 
have no juſt cauſe to abſent your 
ſelf from this holy Feat. 
Pariſhioner. T heartily . thank 
you,. Sir, for the pains you. have 
raken to reQify my miſunder- 
ſtanding, and inform me better. 
I bleſs God T have no ſuch low 
and mean. thoughts of this Hea- 


venly Banquet ; and 'thqugh I 


confeſs I am'-a Sinner, y@ am I 


heartily ſorry for my ſins.; —_ 


4 
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I am not ſo charitable as I ought, 
yet am I not ſuch a ſtranger to it, 
as you have now deſcribed. And 
therefore, if other obſtacles be:re- 
moved, I do believe I ſhall not 
hereafter abſent my ſelf upon this 
account. I am ſorry that I have 
interrupted you , but I could not. 
forbear to teſtify my ſatisfattion 
in what you have ſaid ; And now 
Sir, I beſcech you proceed to ex- 
plain the other part of this Text, 
by refolving that other enquiry, 
VIZ. 

4. 2, How' and when men 
are ſaid to cat anddrink their own 
Damnation ? | 

Paſtor. T ſhall endeavour with 
all readineſs, and as much plain- 
neſs, to make good my promile, 
and gratify your delire , in the 
reſolution of this enquiry alſo. 
And in order thereunto let me 
premiſe this in the general, =. 

That the puniſhment of un- 

F _ worthy 
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worthy Communicaats differeth, 
_ according to the different degrees 
of their unworthineſs. 

T7. Some there are who come 
.. to theſe holy myſteries without 
any Faith, 'or any repentance, or 
any Charity at all. So Infidels or 
Unbelievers, Reprobates, Hypo- 
crites and inveterate Sinners 
come. Now thoſe who thus pre- 
ſame to approach this holy table, 
they in'the ftricteſt ſenſe may be 
truly ſaid ro be guilty of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 
3.e. They are as much guilty of 
his Dearh, as thoſe who Crucified 
him in the fleſh. Theſe have no 
more value for the blood of Chriſt 
than thoſe had; and therefore 
may expect to be as ſeverely pu- 
niſhed as they were or ſhall be. 
The Death of Chriſt will be unto 
them a ſavour of Death unto 
Death, not of Life unto Life, The 


Apoſtle's Argument 1s of - great 1 


weight _ 
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weight in this caſe. He that dlgſpy- 
ſed Moſes his law, died without awer- 
cy under two or three witneſſes. Of 
fn much ſorer puniſhment then, 
ſuppoſe ye, ſpall he be worthy , wh9 
treadeth under foot the ſor of God, 
and counteth the blood of the Cove- 
nant wherewith he was [anitified, ax 
unholy thing, and doth deſpite to the 
ſ[pirit of grace, Hebr. 10. v. 28,29. 
Theſe are all compriſed under 
that one general exprefſion , He 
that believeth not, and of ſuch an 
one our Saviour ſaith, He {hall be 
damned, 1g.mwernomu, Mark 16. 
16. Thoſe therefore, who being 
thus unworthy , do preſume to 


1 cometo theLord'sTable,they pro- 


phane this holy Feaſt, they tram- 
ple under foot the blood of the 
Covenant, they are guilty of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt , and 
may in the ſtriQeſt ſence, be ſaid 
to eat and drink their own dam- 
nation, But I do not take this to 

F 2 be 
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\ be the meaning of the Apoſtle in 
this place. Res 
2. Some come to the Lord's 
Supper, who, though they have 
ſome {mall glimmerings, ſome 
little knowledge, yet do they not 
ſo well diſcern the Lord's Body as 
they ought; who, though they 
have Faith, yet is their Faith ſo 
weak and languid , ſo low and 
faint, that it doth not ſo power- 
fully work by love and repentance 
as it ought; who do not ſo well 
diſcern the myſtical Bread in this 
Sacrament. from common focd, 
and therefore with too much 
. rudeneſs, and too little reverence 
approach thereunto. Now ſuch 
is. the goodneſs and mercy of 
God, that he is always willing to 
_ pity the weakneſſes and infirmi- 
ties of his people. If there be | 
but ſome beginnings of grace, | 
ſome weak efforts , and faint de- | 
fires to do their duties, he is = | 
| ar | 


1 conſider both: the ſigntfication'of 
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tar from diſcouraging, that he is 
willing rather to encourage them 
therein, that in time they may do 
better ; He will zot break the bruiſed 
reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, 
Matth. 12. 20, . If there be but a 
willing mind, it will be dtcepted; ac-- 
cording to that a man hath, and not 
accoraing to that he hath not, 2 Cor. 
8.12. Butif men be not ſo care- 
ful as they ought, to reCtify their 
miſtakes in time, and amend-rheit 
doings; then God is - pleaſed 
ſometimes by Diſcipline and cor-: 
reCtion toinform them better, to: 
ſhow them the folly of their-do- 
ings , and reduce them into the 
right way. And this, I conceive 
to be all that is imported in that 
Word', which our Tranſlators: 
have rendered , Damnation, 4n: 
this place. = hs 
To make this good:, I ſhall 


the word here uſed , and the de- 
F 3 ſign! 


Is 
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fign of the Apoſtle in uſing of it. 
_ -Fhere are two words made uſe 
of by St. Paul in this Chapter. 
— Fhe former of which (zee) 
is properly rendred FJudement,and 
the latter xammxeimea) Dannation 
or Coxdemnation. Now tt 1s the 


former of theſe words that i uſed 


i this Text, which 1s. not ſo well 
rendered as. it might have been. 
For, it doth. not import the Judg- 
ment of Eternal Damnation, (as 
_ fome would underftand- it) but 
only a Temporal puniſhment, 
which God is pleaſed ſometimes 
to inflict upon Believers, to cor- 
ret what is. amiſs in them, and 
fiir them up the better to-prepare 
themſelves for the performance 
of their duties. That ſuch kind 
of puniſhments were more fre- 
' quent in the primitive tunes of | 
Chrifiianity , is ſufficxntly evi- 
dent from the Writers of thoſe 
times.. And. that: thus.1s St. Pasls 
| ſenſe. 
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fenſe. here; :1s\ plain. from the fol- 
lowing words :. 'For | this cauſe 
many are weak and ſich among 
you, and many m0 , V. Jo. But 
more plainly from the 32. Verle, 
where St. Paul himſelf diſtin- 
guiſheth the two forts of Judg- 
ments, faying, When we are 
judged (zephe), we are chaſt- 
ened of the Lord ; becauſe we 
ſhould not be condemned (1g9.m- 
xedapy) with the World. 
Whence it 1s very ptain and evi-- 
dent, that the word , which is 
here rendered Damnation, imports: 
no more but a judgment of Cor- 
rection or Diſciphnefor our good. 
And even that. alfa.may be pre- 
vented if we wilt'take- the right 
courſe. In order whereunto, St: 
Pal preſcribeth us a'moft excel- 
lent rule. For, : ſaith he, If we- 
would. judge our ſelves, we ſhould wot 
be judged, v. 31. Now what he 
meaneth by. judging our ſclves, is 

F 4. plain 
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plain from the 28 Yerfe, where 
he ſaith, . Let a man examine him- 
ſelf, #nd ſo let him eat of this bread, 
and arink of this Cup. | 
| TI have now conſidered and ex- 
plained this Text of Scripture, 
which, I fear, hath heretofore 
been-made uſe of by ſome to very 
11] purpoſes ; and ſet up as a Mor- 
»0- to aftright many well-mean- 
ing people from-their duties. By 
vertue of this Text , ul under- 


ſtood; and: worſe applyed;. the 


I 


Peace of the Church: hath been 


diſturbed, the Bond of Union bre- 
ken,. and thoſe who ſhould have 
lived together in love and amity, 
like Fellow Citizens, and Mem- 
bers. of: the ſame Family, have 
been crumbled: into. Parties and 
FaQtions, Chriſtians have hereby 
been divided', not only in their 
oma but affections , ſmall 
differences at firſt have been im- 
proved into. Schiſms. and Separa: 


tions. 


| | better carry on: their deſigns up-- 


PRY . = -— 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 105; 


tions; and thoſe. have produced 
ſuch heats and animoſities , that : 
the unity of the Spirit, which. 
ſhould have been kept in the Bond 
of Peace, hath thereby been dif-- 
ſolved ; .and the Seamlefs-Coat of 
Chriſt Jeſus hath been-rent aſun- - 
der. I cannot believe that Zeal 
and Ignorance had the only hand : 
in- this: buſineſs , but that-rhere 
muſt be- a great deal of. malice 
joined with them '; 'Thofe who 
pretended to be your Guides 
could not but know better,- and * 
therefore muſt on ſet purpoſe im- 
e upon themſelves -and: you, - 
that- underhand - they might-the 


oa Religion and the Church of 
God; In which they have. been : 
but” too proſperous : Inſtead. of * 
the ſubſtance, the ſhadow: of Re- 
ligion was only left us; inſtead 
of-Order and Diſcipline, nothing 
but diforder and confuſion was to 
E: g S be > 
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be.-ſeen amang us ; Every one fet- 
ting up for himſelf,. and drawing, 
Parties: and' FaQtions: after him.. 
 iAnd from whence came all this, 
/ but from our breach of Union and: 
Communion with. that Church, 
of; which God had:made.us Mem- 
hers ? 
But: when you. have ſeriouſly. 
confidered what I have naw ſaid, 
-Þ hope you will find the Maſque: 
taken off, and that this-Text:hath. 
no-{uch frightful viſage as ſome. 
have put upon. it;. and in which - 
they have formerly repreſented it 
to you; that it ts-0. far-from dil- 
cOUraging any. in they commu - 
nicating with the Church ia this 
holy Ordinance,. that: it is rather- 
a: great enforcement: of their. 
Duty. EE 
And now. having: thus- cleared! 
the way, by explaining this Text- 
of Scripture to you ; for the more | 
ealy remoyal,, or. Prevention of. | 
| at 
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that Objection which »s uſually 
raiſed therefrom, let' me ask you, 
or rather let me deſire you to ask. 
. your ſelf a few Queſtians. . b 

I. When God calls, Whether 
it be fit for you , or: me, or any 
of us, to. fay we are '\not ready? 
When he commandeth to Do #h1s, 
whether it will ſuffice'us to fay, 
We cannot-:do it as'we ought, and 
therefore we will not dovit at all * 
Let meputiyou;aplainiCaſe,'and: 
pray conſider! bf1 it; 'You/ape the. 
Matter of a Family,and'yowcom-! 
mand one-of your-\Servants to-do. 
this :he Anfwereth, he cannot do; 
it fo pleaſe-you, and; therefore he- 
will-not-go about to'dg i«-ar- all.” 
You:command another to do.the- 
ſame thing, -and-he anſiwereth, he. 
cannot-do it ſo well: as he ſhould: 
but in obedience to; your-:com-- 
mand he will do it as\well: as-he 
can, and. he--hopeth-you- wil be 
pleaſed. with; his. - endeavours. 
Which. 
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Which of theſe. two would you . 
account: the: better, and .more ac- 
eeptable. Servant? I do.not doubt 
but that: you. would prefer. the 
Htter,. Well,.this. is: your very 
Gaſe,, God Commands; you to Da 
th4t,, though you cannot:do it ſo. 
well:as you ſhould , yet. do it as. 
well as you can:;. by fo doing you 
obey the. Command- of God, who - 
. Knows: your- infirmities ,. and. in- 
fead of puniſhing will- pity. them. 
can do. for. him , yet he expeQts. 
no:more-than we. can.do,. For, :f.. 
there be firſt a willing mind, it i5.4c-- 
cepred according to that a man hath... 
2:0t:accora;ng-to that he hath nat, 2: 
Cor.:$. 12.. 

2. Whether it be not a-thing. 
certain, . that you and Tand all 
men muſt_ence die? and :if 1o,. 
Whether: we: ſhall ' not then be 
called:to an account for the doing, 
or.not doing of this duty ? There: 

FS. 
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75-48 appointed time for all men once 
to die, and after that the Judgment, 
Hebr. 9.27: At which time,- all 
men muſt:receive the things done in 
the body, according to that he hath 
done, whether: it: be ood or bad,. 2 
Cor. 5. 10:.. 

3: Whether any of us know _ 
the time, when we muſt die? if 
not;, .1t may bethis moment: as 
well as the next, and if we be not. 
fit. to. recerve: the. Sacrament; we: 
are not fit to die ; and if we be ta- - 
ken in the-a& of diſobedience to a 
_—_ command: . what can'we 

but a fearfublooking for 
”; Judgnicnt,, and 'fiery 1ndigna= : 
tion to devour us ?* - 

4. What is the reaſon that we. 
are-not fitted- and” prepared for 
this holy Sacrament F Is the fault 
in- Gad or: Chrift'? No:, they 
kindly. invite, and 'command. us . 
too, to do our duties ., andthis. 
duty.in particular. . Is-it in the. 
Sacrament. 


= EEC. _ OS 


TA A Dialogue between 


Sacrament. it ſelf! No, that is 
_ ready prepared for us. Is it in 
the Miniſters who are employed 
about theſe holy things! No, 
they - in. the name of God and 
Chriſt, doearneſthy invite and in 
treat us, and are: ready to deliver 
the fame. unto us.. If therefore. we 
_ are: unfit and. unprepared}, . the 
fault: muſt be wour felves, and 
what. 1s. wes mg to. __ our 
lt: by doubling our fin; ?. :.e.: 
by <botg the Command: of 
God., and perfevering 1n fo do= 
mg,.:to contraCt a greater guilt. - 
:- When. you . have asked: your 
{lf theſe Queſtions, and ſeriouſly: 
conſidered what anfwer is to:be: 
ven unto them ;' then be advi- 
2d ſerioufly to. ponder, Whether: 
this Plea of unfitneſs and: unpres 
parednels will ftand you in any 
ftead at the Day of Judgment ? 
When that great Day. of the. 
Lord ſhall come, (as. none of us. 
- knows; 


: by 
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knows how ſoon it may come) 
when. the Books-ſhall be apened,. 
and the. Conſciences of all men. 
diſplayed, when every thing ſhall 
be open and bare before the great. 
Judge of Heaven and; Farth, then. 
will you wiſh:,, when it 1s too- 
late, that you had: been more: 
careful. and conſcientious in the 
diſcharge. of- your quties., and 
more complying with. God ang 
Chriſt in the obſervation.of their 
Commands. 'Fhen will you wiſh: 
that you had your. Lives to live 
over again', that you: had once 
more thoſe opportugities-offered, 
which. you. have ſo often {lighted 
and negletted, 'Fhen will you: 
wiſh that: you- were. but once: 
more invited, and-once more ad-- - 
mitted: to- feaſt with. God- and' 
Chrift. How would you then. 
improve the opportunity }: Yow 
would certainly. ſo. beſtir. your 
lves,. that every moment mg : 

| 6: 
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be'a ſtep toward Heaven and' 
Happineſs. 
| Eonfider' this therefore whilſt. 
you have yet time, negle& not 
your preſent opportunities: Re-- 
member, Opportunity 1s bald be- 
hind, 1t 1s not,caſfily retrieved af- 
ter it 15 once paſſed by us; Let jt 
therefore be your care, whilſt it 
15-called 'to day, ſo to improvee- 
very: occaſijon'offered, that. when - 
God ſhalt call, you may be ready 
to go, and take poſſeſſion of that * 
Erernal Inheritance prepared for. 
you in Heaven. | 
 - Pariſhioner. Sir, T have with: 
great ſatisfaction attended to your | 
Diſcourſe, and have great reaſon 
to thank you for: the - pains you 
have taken ' to reCtify- my judg- 
ment 1n- this particular. I do. 
plainly find, I have been too much 
impoſed - upon , . and for want of 
conſidering ſo well as: I ought, 
have. blindly {ſwallowed © that 
| which: 
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which-I ought not. - But. being 
better inſtruQted , I hope for the 
future F ſhall be more careful, 
and make it my buſineſs to be 
always ready to do my duty, 
when God ſhall pleaſe to give. me 
an opportunity. "7 
Paſtor. I ſhall think my ſelf 
very happy, Neighbour Pariſhi- 
oxer, if, either this Diſcourſe, or 
any other - weak endeavour of. . 
mine , ſhall, by God's bleſſing 
thereupon, prove inſtrumental to 
reduce you; or any of my: People;. 
to your duties,. and to dire you: 
in the right way- to Heaven and 
Haripinets To do) all the:good 
T can in this ſtation; wherein God 
hath placed: me, F know and ac- 
knowledge to be. my duty ;. and 
in the performance thereof, I bleſs 
God, I. am willing to ſpend and 
be ſpent, to lay out: all my 
ftrength , and all thoſe abilities 
which. he, hath been pleaſed. to 
endow. 
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cndow' me with, Tam never ber- 
ter pleaſed, than when thus em- 
Pployed, either in refolving the 
doubts, or otherwiſe inſtructing 
thoſe committed to my care and 
charge. And therefore, if you 
have any thing more to-offer, let 
us not loſe the opportunity ;- pro- 
pound it freely, and I will endea- 
 vour with as - much clearneſs as 
poſſible to-reſolve you. 
 Obj. 4. Pariſhioner. Sir, I have 
heard: ſome ſcruple the poſture in 
which we are required to receive 
the Sacrament, wiz. Kneeling, 
fearing leſt there ſhould be either 
Superſtition or Idolatry, or both 
i it. And I muſt confeſs it hath 
very much ſtartled me, nor am 
I yet thoroughly fatisfied a+ 
bout it. 
Paſtor. Our Church in her Ap- 
pendix to- the Rubrick,. after the 
Communion-Service', hath very. 


welt obviated this objeQtion, for, 


{he: 
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ſhe there declareth two things- 

1. That no adoration ts here- 
by intended ; nor ought to be 
done, either to the Sacramental 

_ and Wane there _ re- 
ceived ; or to any corporal pre- 
{ſence of Chriſt's axrural thth Tn 
blood. For, 1. She declareth, that 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine 
do remain ftill in their very na- 
tural fubſtances, and therefore 
ought not to be adored ; for, that 
were Idolatry to. be abhorred by 
all faithful Chriſtians. 2. Fhat the: 
natural Body and Blood of our Sa- 
viour Chrift, are in Heaven and 
not here ; It being againſt the- 
truth of Chriſt's natural Body to- 
be at one. time 1n more. places. 
than one. Dae 

2. That this poſture is only 
meant., 2x. To fignify- thereby 
our humble and grateful aeknow- 
ledgment of the benefits ofChriſt,, 
therein given. to all worthy Re- 
EELVEIS.. 
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| cexvers. 2. To prevent ſuch pro- 
fanation- and: diſorder in the hol 
Communion, as-might otherwiſe 
enſue. 

Now after ſuch a phin Decla- 

ration as this, one would think, 
there ſhould be no room left for 
fuch fears and jealouſies. © - 
. Pariſhioner. Indeed, Sir, Iam 
of your opinion,and had I known, 
 thattheChurch had taken ſo much 
care tolatisfy herMembers in this. 
Caſe , I ſhould not have been ſo- 
eaſily ſtartled as T was. But I ſee, 
L have been: more than. one way 
impoſed- upon 3. every thing that 
may ſerve. to affright hath been 
ſet before. us; but whatſoever 
- might ſerve to ſatisfy, hath been 
carefully concealed from: us. 

Paſtor. Fhe Art of Leger demain 
15s one of the: great Maſter-pieces 
whereby 20, of the Separation 

have carried on their deſigns. 
Without this. they, could _ 
ave 
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have made- ſuch rents and diviſi- 
ons in the Church of God, and 
crumbled it into ſo many Parties 
and FaGions. This we have 
known long, and I am glad you 
now ſee it. 

Partiſhioner. Sir, T bleſs God for 
this happy occaſion, and I hum- 
bly thank you for the pains you 
have taken to undeceive me in 
many things. And though I am 
already 'in a manner ſatisfied as to 
the folly and vanity of this {cru- 
ple ; yet becauſe it makes a great 
noiſe among the Diſſenting Party, 
and is believed to have ſome 
weight 1n 1t ; and becauſe T would 
willingly be able to give ſome 
reaſonable account of what I do; 
I will beg the favour of you to 
furniſh me with an Anſwer to 
their Objection. Which runneth 
thus. 

Kanzeling (ay they) is not the 
poſtur2 in which cur Saviour gave 
the 
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the Sacrament to his Diſciples,and 
therefore it ought not to be um- 
poſed upon us. | 

Paſtor. I commend your care 
and prudence in that you are ſo 
deſirous to be able to give an ac- 
count of what you do. And the 
better to enable you, I ſhall now 
conſider their Objection. 

I willingly grant, that this is 
not the poſture in which the Di- 
{ciples received this holy Sacra- 
ment from the hands of our bleſ- 

ſed Saviour. But then we may 
conſider, 

I. That as the poſture 1s not 
the ſame, ſo neither is the time 
nor place ; for, he gave 1t after 
Supper, we adminiſter it before 
Dinner ; He gave it in an upper 
Chamber in a private Houſe, we 
adminiſter it publickly in the 
Church ; and yet there 1s ino 
fault found'with us for either of 
theſe. | 

2, That 
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2. That there is no word of 
Command 1n. the whole inftitu- 
tion of this Sacrament, for the 
obſervation either of the ſame po- 
ſture, or the ſame time, or the 
ſame place. And therefore being 
things indifferent in their ownna- 
ture, they are left to the wiſe and 
prudent determination of our Go- 
VErnours. 

3. That as Kneeling is not the 
ſame poſture, ſo neither is fitting 
nor ſtanding , which are the po- 
{tures our ObjeQers uſually con- 
tend for ; eſpecially ſitting, as 
being a Table-poſture. For, that- 
of the Diſciples, was a poſture of 
diſcumbency, lying or leaning up- 
on Beds, with their heads in one 
anothers Boſomes ; which then 
was, and ſtill is the Table-poſture 
of thoſe Eaftern People; and 
which neither is, nor ever was 11 
uſe, nor indeed is praQicable a- 
Mong us. | 


But 
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But to furniſh you with a more 
full anſwer to this ObjeCtion, take 
theſe conſiderations along - with 
You. | 

x. That time, place and po- 
ſture, are neceſſary circumſtances 
of every ation. I cannot do any 
thing, but I muſt have ſome time 
and place to do it in, and be in 
ſome poſture of body when TI 
do it. : 

2. That though theſe circum- 
ſtances be neceſſary in the gene- 
ral, yet whether this. or that 1n 
particular, is a thing indifferent in 
it ſelf, It there be no obligation 
upon me to this or that, Iam at 
liberty to uſe any one which I 
ſhall think moſt convenient. 

3. That the determination of 
this indifferency 1s left to the dif- 
cretion of thoſe, who are either 
to do, or direC(t the — of the 
action. If it be a thing of choice, 
ſo that I may either do, or not do 

s It, 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 121 


it, then Tam at liberty to do it 
in this or that manner, which TI 
pleaſe. Bur if it bea thing pre- 
{cribed, ſo that I am neceſſitated 
to do it, then am I to'obſerve the 
directions of him or them, who 
have power to preſcribe the aCti- 
on , as to the manner of do- 
ing it. 

4. That in ſacred ations the 
moſt humble poſture is mbſt- ſu- 
table for Creatures to their Crea- 
tor. If I be to pay my devotions 
and adorations unto God , that 
poſture which 1s moſt ſignihcant 
of my humility , and doth beſt 
exprels the ſenſe which I have of 
God's greatneſs in himſelf , and 
his goodneſs towards me., will. 
certainly be the moſt ſutable and 
becoming. oh | 

5. That to determine which 1s 
ſo, is not left to every private 
perſon. For, if it were , then 
ſhould we have as many opinions 
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as perſons, and as many poſtures 
as opinions ; and all thoſe obtru- 
ded upon us as the moſt fitting ; 
which, how great a diſorder and 
confuſion it would occaſion in the 
ſervice of God, you may, Wwith-.. 
out conſulting an Oracle, eaſily 
divine. , 

6. That to prevent this confu- 
fion and diſorder, God hath left 
us to the direction of our Super1- 
ours in theſe Caſes. And there- 
fore is 1t, that we are comman- 
ded to obey them that are ſet over 
Hs , and ſubmit our ſelves, Hebr.. 
L 3. IF. 

_ That ſince there muſt be 
ſome poſture in which this holy 
Sacrament 15 to be received, and 
that thoſe whom God hath ſet o- 
ver us, have determined this, we 
ought without murmuring to 
ſubmit our ſelves, and acquieſce 
in taeir determination. 

8. That if we deny them obe- 

| i dience 
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dience in this and ſuch like caſes, 
we leave them nothing to dp in 
the ſervice and worſhip of God. 
For, it the thing commanded be 
juit and good, lawful and right, 
antecedent to their command, 
then ought we to do it, whether 
they command it or not. And if- 
the .thing be evil and unlawful, 
then we ought not to do. it, 
though they ſhould command it ; 
for, 1n this caſe the rule holds 
good, Whether it be better to obey 
God or man, judge ye ? As 4. 19. 
So that if we will not allow. them 
to command and determine us mn 
things indifterent, we muſt deny 
them any power and authority 
over us, and conſequently make 
this great Ordinance of God to be 
vain and fooliſh. | 
Theſe conſiderations duly 
weighed, and by your ſerious re. - 
flections upon them further- im- 
proved, will, I hope, furniſh you 
G 2 with 
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with a ſufficient anſwer to this 
Obje&ion , and enable you to 
give a reaſonable account of what 
you do. Fea Sas 
 Pariſhioner. Sir, T am abun- 
dantly ſatisfied in what you have 
ſaid, I am now well provided to 
give a reaſonable account of what 
I do my ſelf ; and do not doubt, 
but by God's bleſſing upon my 
endeavours to do ſome good upon 
others too. I have only one Ob- 
jection more, which if IT were as 
well fatisfied in, as Iam in all the 
other , I ſhould bid adieu to all 
{ſcrupuloſity in this Caſe. 

Obj. 5. It is not thought ſafe 
to Communicate in a mix'd Con- 
gregation, in an Aſſembly made 
up of good-and bad, wicked as 
well as godly perſons ; leſt by ſo 
doing we ſhould be partakers of 
other mens ſins. 

Paſtor. T ſhall endeavour with 
as much plainneſs to give you fa- .. 
I tisfaction 
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tisfaftion in this, as I have done* - 
in the other, and T hope ſhall not 
fail in it. In-order whereunto, it- 
will be neceſſary rightly to un- 
derftand the true ſtate: of- this: 
Caſe. There are two. things 
which you ſeem to fear, viz. 
Communicating in a mix'd Con-- 
gregation , and being thereby 
made” partakers of other mens 
fins. I ſhall conſider theſe ſeve- 
rally, and .do not doubt but to 
make 1t evident , that this 15 a- 
-cauſeleſs fear ; and that thoſe who: 
have taught you thus to ſcruple, 
have indeed made you afraid, 
where really no fear was. 

1. As to the firſt part of the: 
Objection, which concerns Com-: 
municating in a mix'd Congrega-' 
tion, an Aﬀembly made up of. 
good and bad; the plain Engliſh: 
of it is no more than this. You: 
have no mind to receive the Sa-- 
crament in the Company of thoſe,. 
G 3 whomi 
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whom you think not to be ſo 
good and holy as your ſelves. . To 
cure which tumour, I ſhall offer 
theſe Confiderations. 
 . 1. Whether there be any So- 
ciety In this World without ſuch 
'A mixture ? z. e. Whether there 
-be any ſuch Aſſembly of men, in 
- which there are not ſome good, 
and ſome bad ? 

- 2. Whether for any one to-en- 
rertain ſuch mgn thoughts of 
:himſelf, and ſuch low ones of ©- 


'  thers, do not favour too muck-of 


Phariſaical Pride and Infolence ? 
and whether that be not as great 
a fin as any other ? 

2. Whether ſuch a temper of 
-mind doth not beſpeak a man as 
-unfit , if not more, than thoſe 
. whom he judgeth to be ſo un- 
worthy ? 

4. Whether it be not the duty 
-of all, who addreſs themſelves to 
this holy Table, to lay aſide all 
6 1 proud 


Paſtor and Parifhioner. 1 27 


proud and over-weening thoughts 
of themſelves, all low and mean 
_ thoughts of others, and with low- 
ly and humble minds to approach 
thereunto ? | 
5. Whether this lowly and 
humble temper of mind doth not 
principally conſiſt in a deep ſenſe 
of our own fin and unworthineſs ; 
in a due apprehenſion of God's 
greatneſs in himſelt,and his good- 
neſs towards us, notwithſtanding 
our unworthineſs ? And if ſo, 
Whether there can be any room 


| left in ſuch an one for low and 


mean thoughts of others ? | 
6. If thoſe, who thus objeQ, 
will deal truly and juſtly by 
themſelves and others, TI appeal 
to their own Conſctences, Whe- 
ther they do , or can know ſo 
much unworthineſs in any other - 
man,as they may and muſt know 
in themſelves? And if ſo, then 
have they no more caule to ſcru- 
G 4 ple 
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ple the Company of others, than 
others have to {cruple theirs. 

7. Whether the ſame reaſon 
will not hold in civil Converſa- 
tion , as well as ſacred Commu- 
nion ? And if ſo, then muſt they 
not converſe with any one, who 
elther.is, or whom they think to 
be in a lower form of godlineſs 
than themſelves. They muſt re- 
tire and hvealone, they muſt turn 
Hermits., and forſake the Con- 
verfation of the World, becauſe 
there 1s no Society. of men to be 
found in It, in which there are. 
not bad as well as good. 

8. Whether it be not a piece of 
great impertinence ( to ſay no 
worſe.) for any one to concern 
himſelf with the worthineſs or 
unworthineſs of another ? Eſpe- 
cially conſidering that plain and 
excellent rule, which. St. Paul 
hath preſcribed in this Caſe, Let 
4:7 examine himſelf” (not anor 


ther ); 


—_—— 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 1 29 


ther) and /o. let him eat of this 
bread, and drink of this (up, 1 Cor. 
II, 28, | 
Theſe things: well conſidered 
may ſuffice, I hope, to anſyer 
the firſt part of this objeQion,and 
remove that {cruple of receiving. 
theSacrament.in a mix'd Congre-- 
gation. But | 
; 2. There 1s a greater danger 
yet, they are. afraid-leſt hereby 
they ſhould be made partakers of. 
other mens ſins. _ | : 
This (if there were any thing 
12 it) would be a dangerous: 
thing indeed.. For, he that is a 
partaker of other mens ſins, ſhall: 
certainly participate with them 
in the puniſhment. due to thoſe: 
ſins. But. I do not queſtion but- 
to demonſtrate'to you; that even: 
this alſo is a cauleleſs fear. For, 
there are but theſe five ways (that 
I know of) whereby one mag: 
may be ſaid to partake of another 
WT man's. 
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man's ſins. 1. By counſelling or 
contriving an evil aCtion. Or, 2. 
By conſenting to the counſel and 
contrivance of others in an evil 
thing. Or, 3. By abetting and 
encouraging men in evil doing. 
Or, 4. By conniving at the wick- 
edneſs of men, when it 1s 1n our 
power to prevent it. Or, 5. By 
joining and co-operating with 
them 1n their evil doing. 

'FThus and only thus. may one 
man become a partaker with ano- 
ther in his ſins. And how far 
theſe rules are applicable to our 
Caſe, I appeal to your own Con- 
' ſcience ; But before - you give 
your VerdiQ, let me adviſe you 
to take theſe conſiderations along 
with you. YES 

I. That the aftion you are 
now required to join in, 1s ſo far 
from being evil , that it is good 
and very good; being a duty in- 
cumbent upon you and alt Chri- 
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{ſtians by vertue of a Divine Com- 
mand, 

2. That it is one thing to join 
with others in a known duty,and 
another thing to join with them 
in a known ſin. Theſe are caſes 
ſo different, that to think of con- 
founding theſe together , were 
not only to put a force upon our 
own , but to offer.an affront to 
the reaſon of all Mankind. -' We 
may as well attempt to bring the 
two Poles together,” or to make 
Righteouſneſs and Unrighteou[t 
neſs, Chriſt and Belzal, Faith and 
Infidelity , or the moſt contrary 
extreams, and moſt palpable con- 
tradictions to agree in one, as 
to make theſe to conſpire toge- 
ther. Y 
3. That in the performance of 
a common quty, every man 1s to 
be accountable for himſelf, no one. 
for another. That Jewiſh Proverb 
1s now out of Doors. The Fathers 

= | have 
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have eaten ſawre grapes, and the chil- 
' arens teeth are ſet on edge, Ezek.18. 
2; For, the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall 
aje ; the. Son fþall not bear the' ini- 
quity of the Father, neither ſhall the 
Father bear the iniquity of the Son; 
the righteouſneſs of the righteous 
ſhall-be upon him, and the wicked- 
neſs of the-wicked ſhall be upon. him 
ſelf, v. 20. 

4.. That a-good-man doing his 
daty well, will. be never the 
worle for the Company. of one 
that doth it ill; nor will he that 
dotEr it ill be ever-the better for 
the Company of him that doth it: 
well. Jadzs was never the. better 
for communicating, with the Di- 
{ciples, . nor. they ever. the worſe 
for communicating with him. 

5: That: unleſs a- man do, by 
ſome one or other- of the ways be- 
fore mentioned ,. join with ano; 
' ther: in doing evil}, there. is ao 
fear: of his being partaker ny 

un, . 
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him, either in. his fin or.puniſh- 
ment. 
All which conſidered, may, TI 
hope , be ſufficient to diſcharge 
your mind: of this fear,, and guard 
you againſt ſuch- impreſſions for 
the future. By this.time, I ſup- 
poſe, you are ſenſible how much 
you have been.impoſed-upon, and 
that without any juſt cauſe you 
have been withheld from the per. 
formance of a known and nece(\- 
ſary duty.. I pray. God to forgive 
them who have thus miſled you, 
and direct you better for the time 
to come. En 
Pariſhioner. Sir, am very. ſen- 
ſible now how great an errour I 
| have laboured under; I-bleſs God, 
and thank you for-it. I beg your 
Prayers,. and ſhall not fail to join 
my own, that it may pleaſe God 
to pardon both me and them who 
have led. me into it. I am ſo well 
ſatisfied ,, that I hope I ſhall not 
hereafter- 
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hereafter omit any opportunity 
of doing what I am commanded. 
Sir, I have given you a very great 
_ trouble, though you are pleaſed 
not to think it ſo ; You have ta- 
ken a great deal of pains, and to 
_ purpoſe, for I am very well 
atisfied, that all my ſcruples have 
been idle and ungrounded Cavils, 
and that I had no juſt cauſe to ſe- 
parate my ſelf from the Commu- 
nion of the Church, as I have hi- 
therto done. But, Sir, may I pre- 
fume to give you a little more 
trouble ; You have removed my 
{cruples, and. now I deſire to be 
admitted into: Communian with 
the Church, and am reſolved (by. 
the bleſſing of God) to walk or- 
derly and peaceably therein. If 
therefore you will pleaſe to fur- 
niſh me with ſome ſhort rules, 
which may direCt me in my pre- 
paration for this holy Ordinance, 
and inſtruct me how to behave 
5 - my 
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my ſelf both then and afterwards; 
you will greatly oblige me, and I 
ſhall make it my buſineſs to ob- 
krve them. | 
Paſtor. 1 ſhall very readily and 
willingly comply with your de- 


fare, and think it no trouble at 


all. I am fo far from thinking it 
ſo, that I look upon it as my du- 
ty, and am mighty well pleaſed 
when I meet with an opportunt- 
ty of doing it : ſo well, that I 
could heartily wiſh , that thoſe 
whom God hath committed to 
my charge, would often give me 
this occaſion. And to ſatisfy you 
that theſe are my real-thoughts, I 
ſhall now apply my ſelf to anſwer 


your : deſire, by giving you the 


beſt rules and directions that 1 
can in this Caſe. And to render 
them the more effeftual, I ſhall 


obſerve the method propounded 


by your ſelf, and endeavour to 
ſhow' you, ts 
EE, I. What 
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1. What is required of thoſe. 
who come. to- the Lord's Sup- 
per ? BEES TE 
2. How they ought to demean 
and behave themſelves when * 
there? uy 
3. What will be expeQted from 
them afterwards? "2 


- F. What 1s required of them 
ns come to the Lord's: Sup- 
er ! W. 55 ak 
F Anſ; Our Church hath givena 
ſhort but very full Anſwer to this. 
Queſtion , which is this ,, They 
are required to” exa- 
——_— Alves whe- 
ther they. truly repent them: of 
their former ſins, ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſing to lead a new. Life, have a 
wely Faith. in. God's mercy 
through Chriſt; with a thankful 
remembrance of his Death, . and 
be. in Charity. with all' men.}] 
- Which Anſwer is founded —_ 
22 . . t A 


| 


Paſtor and Pariſhioner. 1-37 


that excellent Rule laid down by 
St. Paul in this Cale. Let a man 
examine himſelf, and ſo tet him eat 
of this bread, and drink of this (up, 
1 Cor. 11. 28. 

To examine ones ſelf, imports 
a ſerious, diligent and impartial 
Tryal, in order to amendment 
and. reformation. A tranſitory 
glance upon the ſeveral Occurren- 
ces of our lives, or a general ſur- 
vey of what we do or have done, 
will not ſerve the turn ; but we 
muſt make. a. particular ſearch 
and ſcrutiny into.our ſeveral aCti- 
ons, and the ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces, wherewith they have been 
attended; We muſt conſider from 
what principle, and by what rule 
we have aQted,, and to what end 
our aCtions.-have tended ; and ap- 
ply theſe to thoſe ſeveral and re- 
peCctive duties we have been a- 
bout. For, without the due con- 
ſideration of theſe things, an aQ- 
ON;, 
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on, though materially good, may 
be formally evil. _ 
This is to examine, but whom 

.are we to examine ? Not others 
but our ſelves; Let a man exa- 
mine himſelf. God Almighty ha- 
ving endued man withreaſon and 
conſideration , having made him 
ſenſible of his duty , and appre- 
henſive of thoſe hopes and fears, 
that advantage and danger, which | 
uſually attend the performance or 

non-performance thereof; leaveth 
him to be his own Judge, and re- 
 mitshim to his own Examination. 
So that if men will flatter and de- 
ceive themſelves in that which 1s 
.. their greateſt concern, they may 
blame themſelves, and none but 
themſelves, if danger enſue there- 
upon. God would not have men 
either impertinently to meddle in | 
the concerns of others , or care- 
leſly to truſt others with what 


concerns themſelves; he would 
C7 0 have 
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have every one do his own duty» 
and take care of his own concern- 
It may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that every man either 15, or at 
leaſt, ought to be beſt known to 
himſelf; and that he will be moſt 
juſt. to. himſelf. And therefore 
- God truſts man with himſelf, and 
"St. Paul in this very caſe refers 
man to himſelf, ſaying, Let 4 
21an examine himſelf. But if after 
| this, Men will be unfaithful 
toithemſelves, and deceive their 
own Souls, whom have they to 
blame but themſelves ? 

Thus have I ſhown you both 
'the importance of the word, and 
the Subjects of the Duty ; what 
1t 15 to Examine, and who the 
be, that are to undergo that Di- 
{cipline. There only remaineth to 
confider the end for which weare 
-to examine our ſelves, and that is, 
Tnorder to amendment and refor- 
mation. God would not have us 

| to 
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to ravel into our by-paſt lives, on 
purpoſe to take pleaſure in our 
former ſins 3 or from our impu- 
nity, to take encouragement to 
go on ſtill in the like iniquities ; 
but he would have us to under- 
ſtand wherein we have formerly 
ge”. our rule , and done 
amiſs ; -to corre&t and amend it 
for the preſent , and to reſolve 
upon a more renewed courſe of 
living for the future. 

_ This 1n the general is,or ought 
to be the deſign of ſelf-examinati- 
on ; but to be more particular, 
and bring it nearer to our preſent 
' Caſe, I ſhall endeavour to do theſe 
Hive things. 

i. To ſhow you the reaſona- 
bleneſs of this advice, Let a man, 
&C. | 

2. The neceſſity of the thing 
we are adviſed to, viz. Self-exa- 
mination, in order to a due par- 
ticipation of this holy Feaſt. = 
| 3.. What 
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' 3. What we are to examine 
our ſelves about. - 

- 4- By what rules we are to 
proceed -in examining our ſelves. 

' 5, For what end we ought to 
examine our ſelves. 


-r. The reaſonableneſs of this 
advice , Let a man examine him- 
ſelf. 

- St. Pauls advice and counſel in 
this caſe will appear to be very 
reaſonable, if we conſider either 
the excellency of the Feaſt we are 
invited to, or the unworthineſs 
of the perſons who are invited. 

. Ttis nocommon and uſual en- 
tertainment, but a great and ex- 
traordinary Feaſt that we are 1n- 
vited to ; Nor is it only a bare 
Feaſt, but a ſolemn Feaſt upon a 
Sacrifice ; and that Sacrifice no 
other, than the offering up of the 
Son of God and our Saviour.(hriſt 
our Paſſeover is ſacrificed for us, 
therefore 
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therefore let ns keep the Feaſt, ſaith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. 5.7. - : 
The Maſter of this Feaſt , or 
he who makes this great enter- 
tainment for us, tis none other 
ſave only the holy Jefus. It was 
he, who as a Prieſt offered him- 
ſelf as a .Sacrifice unto God the 
Father ; who hath inſtituted this 
holy Feaſt in memorial of his 
Death and Paſhon ; and therein 
prepared for us not only common 
food for the refreſhment and ſu- 
ſtentation of our decaying Bo- 
dies; but ſuch as may ſuffice to 
nouriſh both our Bodies and Souls 
unto Eternal Life ; not only the 
tood of Angels, but that which 
far ſurpaſſeth thoſe Quails, and 
that Manna, wherewith the Iſrae- 
lites were ſo miraculouſly fed for 
forty Years together in the W1l- 
derneſs. The dainties which are 
now prepared, are not only Bread 
and Wine,but the Body and _ 
0 
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of Chriſt Jeſus , the tendency 
whereof is not only to preſerve 
life here, but to fit and prepare 
us for Eternal Life hereafter. So 
that if we conſider either the Ex- 
cellency of this Feaſt, the dignity 
of its Author, the greatneſs of his . 
preparations, the goodneſs of the 
things prepared, the greatneſs of 
its ends, or thoſe glorious advan- 
tages which may thence accrew 
unto us ; have we not great rea- 
ſon to proceed cautioully herein ? 
to take the advice which St. Paul 
giveth us, and examine our ſelves, 
before we preſume to eat. of this 
| Bread, and drink of this Cup. 

| But if we conſider the unwor- 
thineſs of the perſons who are in- 
vited to this great Feaſt , 1t will 
render the advice yet more rea- 
{onable. Who are they for whom 
the holy Jeſus prepares ſo great a 
Feaſt, and whom he 1nvites to 
10 noble an Entertainment? Men 
they 
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they are, but fallen men; Men in 
an eſtate of ſin, in a depraved and 
degenerate condition ; who, by 
their original pravity, have loſt 
their primitive purity ; and there- 
by unfitted themſelves for Com- 
munion with ſo holy a God. 
Whoſe Parents have been attain- 
ted of High-Treaſon againſt Hea- 
ven , and have involved their 
Children in the ſame guilt. Who 
have not only been ſold under fin, 
but are become willing {ſlaves 
thereunto ; who are not only. 
guilty by derivation, but more 
criminal by their own aCtual 


_ tranſgreſſions ; *who are not only 


by nature the Children of wrath, 
but by their own perſonal crimes 
liable to eternal ruine ; who have 
not only {inned,but repeated their 
ſins againit Heaven ; and by their 
iterared provocations have chal- 
lenged the utmoſt of divine fury 
and indignation. Who have been 
forward 
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forward enough to make Vows 

and Promiſes of better Obedience 
_ unto God, and as ready upon all 
occaſions to break thoſe Vows,and 
violate thoſe Engagements. Who 
have been always willing to cloſe 
with opportunities of ſinning, but 
very unwilling to-be reclaimed 
therefrom. 'Theſe are they who 
are invited to this holy Feaſt, but. 


be not miſtaken, for, whilſt ſuch, - . - 


they have no encouragement to * 
come thereunto. And therefore 
St. Paul giveth us good counſel, 
when he ſaith, Let a max examine 
himfelf', and ſo tet him eat of this 
bread,and drink of this Cup. Which 
Examination, as I have already 
told you, mult be in order to a- 
mendment and reformation. So 
that if we ſeriouſly conſider, ei- 
ther our original pravity, or our 
actual iniquities, our repeated-{ins 
againſt God, our manifold breach- 
es of Vows and Promiſes made 
| H unto 
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unto him,or our great unwilling- 
neſs to be reclaimed from our fin- 
ful courſes; we mult needs own 
our ſelves to be very unworthy 
Gueſts at God's Table ; and if ſo, 
then we ſhall find great reaſon to 
| be very cautious 1n our approach- 
es thereunto', and to think this 
advice very reaſonable, To exa- 
mine our ſelyes before we eat of 
this Bread, -and drink of this 
kn Cup. : 
2.. The neceſflity of the thing 
we are adviſed unto, viz. Selt- 
Examination in order to a due 
participation of this holy Feaſt. 

. - The neceſlity of Sel-Examina- 
tion in order to this end, will ap- 
pexr to be very urgent, if not in- 
diſpenſible , when we conſider, 
That without a ſerious, diligent, 
and impartial tryal of our ſelves, 
we can never fully underſtand 

wherein we have done amiſs. 
And 10 long as we are ——_— 
e 
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{ed with an opinion of being in- 
nocent, we ſhall never endeavour 
toamend ; and if we do not that, 
we can never expec to be well- 
come Gueſts at Gods Table ; and 
if we be not fit Guefts there, we 


cannot expect the advantages 


thereof. But if, notwithſtanding 
our unpreparedaels, we will pre- 
ſume to come thereunto, then 
may we look to meet with that 
dreadful Sentence pronounced a- 
gainſt him who wanted the Wed- 
ding Garment, which was, Tobe 
bound hand and foot, and to be caſt 
into outer darkneſs, where is weep- 
Tng and gnaſhing of teeth, Matth. 
22. 13, All which conſidered, 


may tully evince the neceſlity of 
Self-Examination. 


But though the advice which 
St. Paul giveth us, be 1n it {elf ſo 
reaſonable, and the thing he advi- 
ſeth us to be 1ſo neceſlary; yet 


will not the want thereof, excuſe 
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our diſobedience to the- command 
of Chriſt, or our non-attendance 
upon him at this holy Feaſt, It 
will rather condemn us, becauſe 
we refuſe to gratify him in a bu- 
ſineſs, which is not only reaſona- 
ble in it ſelf, but neceſſary for us. 
To make an Apology for our not 
communicating upon this ſcore, 
were to excule one fault, by com- 
mitting another. For, there can 
no other reaſon be aſſigned of our 
not doing our duty, but only our 
negligence and unwillingneſs. Let 
not any therefore hence forward 
dare to ſay, they are not ready 
when Chriſt calls them ; but ra- 
ther let them before hand conſi- 
der what 1t 15 that is required of 
them, and ſo prepare themſelves 
that they may be always ready. 
Let them make it their buſineſs 
to underſtand their duty and do 
it, to ſearch every corner of their 
| hearts, and every circumſtance of 

j - _ their 
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their lives, and amend what is - 
amiſs; that ſo they may be al- 
ways ready. And to aſſiſt you 
herein, I ſhall now apply my ſelf 
to the next thing which I promi- 
ſed to ſhow you, v1. | 
3. What we are to examine 
our ſelves about ?. 
There are two things which 
we ought eſpecially to examine 
our ſbes about ; viz. Our by- 
paſt lives and converſations, .and 
-our preſent thoughts and reſolu- 
tions. As to the former of theſe, 
Let us conſider under what obli- 
gations we ſtand unto. Almighty 
God to- live: holily and righte- 
ouſly, how far he hath obliged us 


' - by his-mercies and goodnels, by 


his Promiſes and .by his Provi- 
dence,by Mercies conducing both - 
unto Life and Godlineſs here, and 
to Eternal Life, and never-failing 
Happineſs hereafter. How far we 
are engaged. by our own Vows 

H- 13 and 
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and Promiſes, not'only made,burt 
frequently repeated in the pre- 
ſence of God and of his People; 
and by our conſtant and conti- 
nued profeſſion of Chriftianity: 
Let us conſider what rules he 
hath given us to live by, how e- 
quitable they are in themſelves, 
how praCticable as to us, and 
how eaſy and pkaſant he hath 
thereby rendered our way to 
-Heaven and: Happineſs. Let us 
call to mind how far we have 
violated thoſe obligations , and 
how often we have tranſgrefſed 
thoſe rules; and ſeriouſly exa- 
mine what progreſs we have 
made towards repentance and a= 
mendment. Thoſe who are ſo 
confiderative , as to make theſe 
tefleftions upon the time paſt, 
will find cauſe ſufficient to be 
troubled for what: they have 
done, and to reform their way of 
Living; by which only means, 
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they may in ſome meaſure capa- 
_ themfilves for tlus Yoly 
Feaſt. 

Butit is not only our by-paft 
Laves and Converſations, but our 
preſent thoughts and reſolutions, 
we are to examine our ſelves a- 
bout. We ought to conſider what 
thoughts we have of the ways of 
God, and the ways of fin ; to- 
wards which the byaſs of our af- 
fetions doth moſt incline ; Whe- 
ther we can, not only be content, 
but with chearfulneſs. abandon 
the ways of ſin and wickedneſs, 
and with eagerneſs purſue the 
principles of holineſs and true 

righteouſneſs: Whether we be 
convinced in our Judgments of 
the unreaſonableneſs and folly of 
the one, and of the great reaſon- 
ableneſs and equity of the other ; 
and whether theſe ſentiments, (if 
any ſuch be found'in us) be as yet 
formed into reſolutions of better 

H 4 obedi- 
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obedience for the future. Theſe 
are the things whluch we are to 
examine our ſelves about, and 
- that we may the better do it, 
Let us in the next place con- 
ſider, 
4. By what rules we are topro- 
ceed in this Self-Examination ? 
The rules by which we are to 
examine. our ſelves are theſe two, 
viz, The word of God, and our 
own Conſciences. x 
 Theone will ſhew us our duty, 
and the other will either accuſe 
or excuſe us as to the perfor- 
mance of it.Let us therefore care- 
fully ſtudy the Book of God, and 
make it our buſineſs to be ac- 
quainted with his Will made 
known unto us therein. Let us 
keep a good correſpondence with 
_ eur own Conſciences, neither ſti- 
fling the genuine diQates thereof, 
nor ſuffering them to be ground-. 


leſly clamorous upon us ; Let. 
| them 
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them not ſtrain at a Gnat, whilſt 
they ſwallow a Camel; let them: 
not. ſtart and boggle at things in- 
different , whilſt they greedily 
embrace things unlawtul. A good. 
underſtanding of the former will 
help to inform the latter ; and 
theſe two thus qualified will be 
the beſt rules to examine our 
ſelves by. Let us therefore make 
uſe of theſe rules, and for. our 
further direQion, let us 1n the laſt 
place conlider, | 
| 5, For what end we ought to 
examine our ſelves? 
The end of our Examination, 
as I have already hinted to you in 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe, 
ought to be amendment. and re- 


formation. In order whereunto. - 


ſeveral things will be requiſite, as. 
t. A ſerious Meditation of 
God's goodneſs and our own un- 
worthineſs. The former of theſe 
will ſhow. us under.what. obliga- 
H. 5 £1Ons- 
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fions we are, and the latter may 
ſerve to humble us under the 
{ſenſe of out miſcarriages ; and 
both theſe together may contri- 
bure much to our amendment and 
Reformation. The kindneſs and 
love of God our Saviour toward 
us being duly confidered, cannot 
chuſe but conftrain us to live 
more holily and righteouſly ; and 


the conſideration of our own un-- 


worthy ard difingenious dealing 
mult needs make us aſhamed of 
what we have done, and willing 
to do better. Let us therefore 
often think of theſe things, and 
endeavour to.awaken thoſe ſenti- 
ments of duty and gratitude, ho- 
nour and honeſty , intereſt and 
advantage, to perſwade us to a 
wood improvement of this Medi- 
tation. 


2. Repentance for ſins. paſt, 


Reformation of life at preſent, and: 
4 firm refolution-of better. obedi- 
| ence. 


AS on noene ae Yo ——_ —— —— —— v 
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ence for the future. In vain ſhall 
we examine our ſelves , if after 
we have found what is amils in 
us, we do not repent of it ; and 
to little purpoſe will that repen-- 
tance be, if we do not reform and 
amend it ;. and as little worth. 
will that reformation be at pre- 
ſent, if we do not reſolve, and 
perform our reſolutions too , by 
living more holily and righte- 
ouſly for the time to come. For 
this end. therefore ought we to 
examine our ſelves. 

3. Prayer to God will alfo -be 
highly neceſlary in this Caſe. No 
Chriſtian Duty can be ſucceſsfully 
carried on without God's bleſſing, 
and the divine affiſtance ; and 
God doth not ordinarily vouch-' 
fafe that to any but thoſe who 
faithfully and fervently pray for 
it. If therefore we expeQ any 
good Iflue of our Self-Examina- 
tion, we muſt thereunto- add 

| Prayer.. 
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Prayer. When we have thereby 
diſcovered our fins, we muſt 
pray unto God for the mortifica- 
tion and forgiveneſs of them. 
When. we addreſs our ſelves. to 
God's Table,- we muſt pray unto 
him to compoſe and ſettle our 


thoughts, and to bleſs and dire& 


\ Us 1n What we go about. And 


that our Prayers may be the more 


 effectual, we muſt add-our hearty 
endeavours for the accompliſhing, 
of what we pray for. Without 
thus doing we cannot hope for 
any good effect of our Examina- 
tion. 

4- Watchfulneſs will. be very 
neceſſary. We mult watch over 
our ſelves, over our thoughts,' 0- 


ver our words, and over our aQi- 


ons, that nothing therein be diſ- 
pleaſing unto God. We muſt 


watch againit our Enemies, the 


World, the Fleſh and the Devil, 
that they do. not withdraw us 
| from 


c—_— 
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from our duty, and. perſwade us 
unto folly. Without this, our Exa- 
mination will be to little purpoſe, 
and our reformation and amend- 
ment will go but {ſlowly on. 

5. Fear and reverence, -or an 
awful regard of that Deity, with 
whom,. and upon whom we are 
invited to feaſt, will alſo be very 


neceſſary. For, if the Examina- 


tion of our ſelves, and the conſi- 
deration of what. we go abour, do 
not produce in us reverential ap- 
prehenſions of the divine pre- 
{ence ; if it do not make us more 
careful in what manner we make 
our approaches thereinto ; and 
how we-behave our. ſelves whilſt 
there ; if it do not create in us a 
fear to diſpleaſe, or offend him, 
with whom we are to feaſt; if it 


_ donot make us very cautious of 


provoking that Deity, whom we 
pretend to worſhip and adore in 
this holy aQtion : It. is an evident 

fign, 
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ſign, that our pretended Exami- 
nation hath no tendency towards 
amendment and reformation. - 

6. Thankfulneſs for fo. great a 
mercy. as is now offered us, will 
alſo be highly neceſſary. Can we 
- conſider. what God our Saviour - 
hath done and ſuffered for us, and 
What advantages he doth daily 
offer to us, without being deeply 
fenſible, and truly thankful ? If 
we can, it will be a fad ſymptom 
of the deplorableneſs of our pre- 
fent eſtate and condition, and give 
but little hopes of our amend- 
ment and reformation. 

7. Faith and confidence in God: 
through Jeſus Chriſt , that our 
endeavours herein will be ſucceſs- 
ful. This alſo will be highly ne- 
 ceſſary. For, doubting deſtroys: 
all the comfort, which we might 
reaſonably hope for,from the per- 
formance of our duties ; and takes 
off the chearfulneſs with which 

we 
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we ought to proſecute our endea- 
vours. Let us therefore lay aſide 
this, and draw [near unto God 
with full afſurance of Faith. Let 
Bs believe that he not only 1s, but 
that he is a Rewarder of all thoſe 
that faithfully ſeek him. Having 
duly performed thoſe duties that 
are required on our parts, let us 
not doubt , but believe, that he 
will accept of our {o dotag, and: 
—_kieG us thatem. ' [| 
Thus have I endeavoured to 
make good the firſt part of my 
Promiſe, by ſhewing you, what 
is required of all thoſe who come 
to the Lord's Supper, viz. Self- 
Examination; as alſo by ſhewing 
you the reaſonableneſs and necet- 
ſity of our {o doing ; what we are 
to examine our felves about, by 
what rutes we are to proceed, and 
for what end we ought to exa- 
mine our ſelves. And whoſoever 
he be that doth ſeriouſly ſet _ 
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ſelf to-the performance of this 
duty, and in ſo doing doth care- 
fully obſerve theſe rules, may 
with confidence approach , and 
_ reaſonably hope to be a wellcome 
Gueſt at God's Table. 

Pariſhioner. Sir, You have very 
well acquitted: your ſelf in this 
firſt part of your Promiſe ; I am 
mightily pleaſed , and wonder- 
fully well ſatisfied with thoſe di- 
rections which you have given. 
me, and am reſolved, by God's 
blefling, with care and Conlſci- 
ence to obſerve them. I know, I 
cannot do it ſo well as I ſhould, 
but T will do it as well as I can ; 
and I hope God will accept my 
willing mind:, and pardon my 
weakneſſes and. infirmities. 

But, Sir,- You did alſo promiſe 
to dire& me how to demean and 
behave my ſelf when I am at this 
holy Feaſt, ſo that I may not diſ- 
pleaſe and offend my bleſſed Savi- 


: F. 
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our, who hath been, and till is 
ſo kind to me. 

Paſtor. It is very true , 1 did 
promiſe you that alſo, and I hope, 
I ſhall not fail you therein, be- 
cauſe I intend to take two uner- 
ring Guides along with me, ve, 
The blefled Jeſus , and his holy 
Apoſtle St. Pau/; The former of 
which, not only commandeth us 
to do this,but to do it 1n remem- 
brance of him, Lmk. 22. 19. and 
the latter tells us, that in the do- 
ing of it , there ought to: be: a 
Diſcerning of the Lang, s Body, I 
Cor. 11. 29. 

1. When we come to this holy 
Feaſt, we ought to call to mind 
all that the bleſſed Jeſus hath done 
and ſuffered tor us. He who com- 
mandeth us to. do this, command- 
eth alſo to do it 7 remembrance of 
him. 

This holy Feaſt was never in- 
tengeg by the bleſſed Author and 

Inſtituter 
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Inſtituter of it,to bean Expiatory 
or propitiatory Sacrifice ; Nor as 
che Papiſts call it, an unbloody of- 
_ for the fins both of the quick 
and dead; nor for a ſcenical and 
hiſtrionical repreſentation of the 
Death of Chriſt. But it was de- 
ſigned to be an Euchariſtical Sa- 
crifice, or a Sacramental ation, 
whereby Chriftians are to com- 
memorate that bloody Sacrifice, 
which Jeſus Chrift offered upon 
the Croſs for the ſins of Mankind. 
And: therefore St. Paul, reciting 
the words of Inftitution, apply- 
eth them to this-holy ation, fay- 


ing, This do ye in remembrance of 


xe, 1 Cor. 11. 24, 25. And that 
he might be the better under- 
ſtood, he explaineth himſelf in 
the followinz words, ſaying, As 
oftex as ye eat this bread, and arink 


this Cup , ye ſhew forth, (or ſhew 


ne forth) the Lord's death , till he 
—_—_ | 
| | Now 


Ul 
0 . 
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Now the word x4mwy3iaaav 
whict-is here uſed, and retidered 
ro ſhew forth, doth not ſignify 
to expreſs one thing by the like- 
neſs of another, nor to reprefent 
it by hiftrionical geſtures, but to 
preach and declare the thing as it 
15, 4.e, by celebrating this holy 
Feaſt, to keep up the memorial 
thereof, and thereby declare,what 
a deep ſenſe we have of all chat 


_ our bleſſed Saviour hath done and 
ſuffered for us. > 


| Whence by the way, T may 
note unto you the vanity of that 
Popiſh Figment of Tranſhbamie- 
tion. For, if the bleffed Jeſus had 
deſigned to have been always re- 
ally and bodily preſent with his 
people in this holy Feaſt ; this 
command of his would have been 
very inſignificant; for, Remem- 
brance doth not reſpeCt things 


future, or things preſent , but 


things paſt. 
| But 
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But to return to our buſineſs, 
To. do this in remembrance of 
him, and in ſo doing, To ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death , ſeem to 
be expreſſions exegetical or expla- 
natory of one another. And there- 
fore it may not. be amiſs to en- 
quire into the ſenſe and meaning 
of both, that we may the better 
underſtand how to behave our 
ſelves at this holy Feaſt. To that 
purpoſe I ſhall take them in- or- 
der, and ſhow you, 

i. What it 1s, To do this 1n 
remembrance of him ? 

2. What it is, To ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death ? 


1.. What it is, To do. this. 18 
remembrance of him ?!. | 
 Arf. An idle and unconcerned 
remembrance of the ſufferings 
and death of Chriſt ; ſuch as men 
ſometimes have, when they call 
to mind things paſt which are of 
no 
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no great concern to them, is not 
the thing here intended : No, it 
muſt be an effeftual remem- 
brance ; 2. e. Such an one as may 
ſtir dp our minds to apprehend 
and apply Chriſt with all his be- 
nefits to: our ſelves; ſo to re- 
member the Sacrifice and Death 
of Chriſt, that we may thence 
reap Comfort, Joy, Peace of Con- 
{cience, increaſe of Faith and Cha- 
rity,and an aſſured hope of future 
life and felicity on that account : 
So to remember the love that he 
hath ſhown unto us therein, as to 
be always thankful to him for it. 
But to be more particular, 

I. When we come to God's 
Table, and there ſee the two Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine, ready 
prepared to be delivered to, and 
received by us ; we ought to call 
to mind that Jeſus Chriſt is a per- 
fect Saviour, and that his Body 
and Blood , which are repreſen- 
ted 
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ted thereby, are the true Bread 
and Water of Life to all that be- 
Leve in him, and worthily receive 
that holy Sacrament. 

2. When we ſee the Bread and 
Wine ſet a-part by the Miniſter, 
F.. by was jr vey to that 
ly purpoſe, by repeating the 
Promila "—_ —_— —_ for 
that end ; we ought to remem- 
ber that Jeſus Chriſt was alſo or- 
dained of God, appointed and ſet 


a-part by him to be our Media- - 


tor and Redeemer : to make 1n- 
terceſſion for -us at the 'Throne 
of Grace, and redeem-us from all 
our ſins. 

- 3. When weleethe Bread bro- 
ken, and the Wine poured out, it 
ſhould put us in mind how the 
Body of Chriſt was broken, and 
his Blood ſhed for us, how he 
was Crucihed and {lain, and all 
this for our ſins: and that if he 


had not thus once died for us, we 
muſt 
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muſt have died ever, 2.e. we muſt 
have undergone an ever, yet ne- 
ver dying Death. | 

4. The Sacramental actions of 
giving and receiving the Ele- 
ments, ſhould put us in mind, 
That God doth truly and really 
give Chriſt, with all his merits, 
and all the efficacy of them , to 
every worthy Recetver 1n this Sa- 
crament. 

5. The conſideration of theſe 
two laſt Meditations ſhould put 
us upon renewing our Faith and 
Repentance. For, 

1. When we remember that 
his Body was ibroken and his 
Blood ſhed for us, it ſhould ſtir 
up in us a godly ſorrow, and un- 
teigned repentance for our fins, 
which have been the cauſes-of ſo 
great ſufferings to our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. 2. When the Mainifter 
giveth the Bread and Wine, and 
we receive them ; we ſhould - 
tne 
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the ſame time lift up our hearts 


to Heaven in a deep ſenſe of God's . 


goodneſs, and our own -unwor- 
thineſs, and endeavour to appre- 
hend and apply Chriſt with all 
his benefits to our ſelves ; belie- 
ving that he was made man for 


us, and that he ſuffered and died, 
not for the remiſſion of ſins in 


general , but of our ſins in partt- 


cular. 

6. The conſideration of - the 
dying Love of the bleſſed. Jeſus, 
repreſented to us in this holy Sa- 
crament, ought to put us in mind 
how neceffary a charitable frame 
and temper of mind is this Feaſt. 
If Chriſt have {o loved us, then 
certainly we ought to love him ; 
and if we would do this well, let 
let us take his own directions, 
who ſaith, If ye love me, keep my 
Commandments, John 14:15. And 
if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
lowe one another , 1 John'4. 1t- 
Love 
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Love to: the Brethreniis: not. only | 
our duty ,,. but our igreateſt inte- 
reſt, For, thereby know we that: we 
have paſſed from death: to life, be- 
cauſe we tove'the brethren, 1 John - 
2.14. The remembrance there-' 
fore of the dying love of the ble(- 
ſed Jeſus, ought to ſtir up in us. 
at this time, a love to God, and | 


to a Brethren. 


The conſideration of the.: 


whole ſhould-createin us an hum- : 


ble and:thankful frame and. tem-: 
per of mind. It ſhould put us up- 
on offering the Sacrifice:of Praiſe. 
and "Fhankſgiving unto God,.not 
only in word, :but inevery ation. 
of our: life, : for Chriſt and all his: 
benefits; andito:teſtify the reality - 
of that gratitude » by renewed 
ats of Faith, Repentance and 
Obedience -all our days. Thus 
ought-we to :receive: thisc;Sqora- : 
ment-in remembrance of Chtiſt: . 
2,” What It = to_ſhew forth. 
the 
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the: Lord's Death-tyl he: come?" 
Aznſ. An; Hiſtorical Narrative: 
of the Sufferings. and Death. of- 
Teſus Chriſt:; to be. able to tell: 
that. he:died-at;Feru/aler, in the: 
Eighteenth - Year. of 7T7berimes, the: 
Emperour:; Poxtize. Pilate: being, 
the Roman: Deputy- in; F«sea, ane: 
Toſephus Caiphas. the: High Prieft: 
that ſame year ; This: 1s. not to; 
ſhew forth- the. Lord's Death. -in 
the: Apoſtles ſenſe. But ſuch-a ſes 
rious: Meditation thereof as may- 
inhanſe our hatred of fin;our:love: 
to: God 5 and:our-thankfulneſsto:; 
Jeſus Chriſt-; if itbe conftantand-: 
continued. will beſt : declare our: 
ſenſe: of, our Saviour's Sulterings;. 
and ſhew. forth his:Death till he- 
come. Yo I. 
1. When therefore: we are-at: 
God's Tn ;there _ 
things prepared forus:; waen: We: 
codes; that Chriſt our: Paſsaver: 
was Jacrificed-foraus; And: that.we 


are 


PR eo re 


Paſtor ant Pariſhioner. 171 
are now: invited! to a' Feaſt upon 
thatSacriftce': We-cannot but re- 
ME upon the juſt anger and in- 
dignation of God'againſt ſin. We 
cannot but obſerve, that ſuch was 
the ſeverity of Diyine Juſtice, and: 
the heinowinels of fin, that no re- 
conciliation” could be made be- 
tween God and Sinners, till the 
puniſhment due tofin was ſuffered. 
So highly was God incenſed, 10 
great Was his wrath juſtly concei- 
ved againſt fin; that he was not 
to be pacified by any thing, but 
only the deprecation, and Death 
of his own Son. Theſe ought 
to be our thoughts, eſpecially at 
this time ; and if thus we em- 
ploy our ſelves when we are at 
this holy Feaſt, and in purſuance 
of theſe thoughts do for the'time' 
to come loath and abhor, hate' 
and avoid all manner of fin; then 
and thereby ſhall we truly ſhew 
forth the LordsDeath till he come. 

I 2 2, When 
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2. When weare at God's Ta-. 
ble, and there ſee the dainties 
provided for us; that there is not 
only food for our bodies, - but for . 
our Souls alſo ; not only ſuch as. 
may ſuſtain our frail Bodies, or 
ſupport and' maintain the union . 
between our Souls.. and Bodies 
here ; but ſuch as will nouriſh 
us up in grace here, and fit us for 
Glory hereafter. When we con- 
ſider, that ſuch was the love of 
God to Mankind, .that he gave hig- 
only begotten ſon , , that whoſoever. 
believed on him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life, John 3. 
16, have we not the greateſt Spe-. 
cimen of God's mercy and good-. 
.neſs towards 1 us, that we can de-- 
ſire? and 1s not this love writ in. 
Charadters ſo legible in this holy 
Sacrament, that he that runneth 
may read them? and if ſo, what 
cauſe have we with gratefnl ac- 
knowledgments to own and de-. 
clare 
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clare the' goodneſs and mercy.of 
' God, to praiſe and thank him. for 
it, to love him again, and to te- 
ftify that our love, by keeping 
_ tis Commandments. Which it 
we do, and perſevere in ſo doing, 
'then ſhall we truly declare and 
ſhew forth the'Lord's Death till 
he come. 

2. When we are at God's 'Fa- 
ble, and there, under thoſe ſym- 
'bolical Elements of Bread and 
'Wine, can clearly diſcover the 
Body and Blood of Chrilt really, 
though not corporally offered to 
us; how lively 1s the dying love 
of our bleſſed Saviour therein re- - 
preſented to us? May we not 
therein plainly read thoſe dread- 
tul pangs, thoſe dying groans, 
and thoſe unſpeakable ſufferings, 
-which the bleſſed Jeſus did. wil 
lingly undergo . for our ſakes ? 
and ought we not with all poſſi- 
ble expreſſions of love and grati- 
L'3 tude 
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tude to commemorate this his. 
kindaefs ? This 1s all ( e. this 
with the dependencies thereupon) 
that he requireth of us, for all 
that he hath done and ſuffered for 
us, viz. to celebrate this Feaſt in 
remembrance of him, which if we 
rightly do, and continye fo doing, 
then do we truly declare, or ſhew 
forth the Lord'sDeath tillhe come. 
For, this Meditation cannot fail 
of filling our hearts with grate» 
ful ſentiments of our Saviours 
Loye; and thoſe ſentiments will 
certainly imploy our tongues in 
thankful acknowledgments, and 
Engage our whole lives in dutiful 
returns unto him for it. 
MF vc have I ſhown you-in the 
place ' how you ought to de- 
mean and þehave your (elf, when 
you.are at God's. Table, wiz. you 
ht to do this in remembrance: 
| ou Jeſus. Chriſt.. But there is 
- One thing. more yet required of 
YOU, V2Z.. 2.. In; 


% 
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2, In the doing of this, there 
-ought'to be a Difterning of the- 
[Lord's Body. © | 

This 'expreſfion' hath been: 
-mightily ſtrain'd by ſotne, who 
have racked 'their inventions to 
*$ind out ſuch notions of 1t, as, L 
am apt'to' beheve, were never'in-- 
tended by 'St. Pay! ; but T fhall 
not now either trouble my elf or 
you with the Examination of 
them. My deſign is only-to in- 
firuft you plainly., and :make 
things as intelligible to you as I 
can, In order whereunto, all that 
I ſhall do at preſent, ſhall be on-- 
ly to acquaint you with the-full 
importance of the word Difcera-' 
#77, and by that means 'to ſhow 
you the true and genuine ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle in thisexprefſion. 

The word (Atwzzemor) here u- 
ſed and rendred Diſcerning, im- 
ports ohly a diſcretional aQ,, 
whereby we do exempt ſore one 

L 4 thing 
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thing from the common order of 
others, and ſet a more honoura- 
ble value and eſteem upon it. I his 
{enſe of the word 1s warranted 
by the uſage of it 1n other places. 
St. Jude, v. 22. adviſeth us to 
have compaſſion of ſome, making 
a difference, (O\axemopha) 4. te. 
between ſuch Sinners as are treat- 
able, and willing to be inſtruQed, 
and {uch as are intractable, . ob- 
{tinate.and diſobedient. And St. 
Paul putteth the queſtion, ſaying, 
1 Cot. 4.7. Who hath made thee 
to differ ? (Ts Naxeive ;) 7. e. who 
hath ſeparated thee from the reft 
of Mankind , and placed thee in 
an higher Form than them? from 
both which places ,» the impor- 
tance of the word is very plain, 
that it implies only a diſcretional 
act, whereby one thing is diftin- 
Fuiſhed: from another, and more 
honour and reſpe@ paid thereun- 
to, than to the other. | 
: To 
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To diſcers the Lord's Body 
therefore (in St. Pawls ſenſe) is, 
to look upon the ſacred Elements 
of. Bread and: Wine 1n this holy 
Feaſt, as the moſt precious ſym- 
bols of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, to put a difference be- 
tween them, and all other com- 
Ton meats -and drinks, to: uſe 
them with a religious reverence, 
and not to approach this hoty- Ta- 
ble without a lively” Faith - in 
Chrift -Jeſus, a ſerious and: un- 
feigned repentance of all our ſins, 
a itedfaſt- purpoſe-of leading a 
new life, and deing in Charity 
with all men.- © - 

This TI take to " St. Pauls 
meaning un this expretion, and 
if: you thus diicern the Lord's Bo- 
dy, you will certainly find the 
bleſſed effeQ of it, in the ſpiritual 
nouriſhment of your Soul: unto 
Eternal Life. 

And thus have TI performed the. 
| I 5 ſecond. 


mA 
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ES 7 Ir =. 
you, by ſhowing you, how you 
ought. to demean and behave your 


= & : 


{elf at God's Table.. 
 Pariſhioner. Sir, You. liave in» 
finitely obliged me by the pains. 
you. have taken. to. turniſh me: 
with ſuch good rules and direQi- 
ons, I pray God to give me grace. 
to Eres. ng follow them. | 
ſhall: (God: willing), do my en-: 
eavaur,, and.I :beg your. Prayers: 
Yr, my aſſiſtance.. But there is: 
anething more yet; which. you. 
were pleaſed:ts promiſe me, viz. 
fome Directions. how . to. behave 
My. ſelf after-I have received this. 
holy Sacrament;. And: theſe alſo. 
. would: willingly. take along; 
with me when I go from hence. 
Paſtor.. T confeſs; I am: your: 
Debter by Promiſe as to this alſo, 
and ſhall endeavour to: diſcharge: 
my, ſelf: of that Debt, by giving: 
you ſome. ſhort.and plain rules: 
how. 


- xt $ 
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how to carry your ſelf after- 
wards. 

r. When you go away from. 
this holy Sacrament , you ought 
to carry. along with you a deep: 
ſenſe of thoſe great obligations: 
which God Almighty hath laid. 
upon-you therein. You ought to: 
retire not only into your Cloſet,. 
or ſome private place, but. into 
your ſelf; and there meditats of 
the great mercy and goodneſs of. 
God the Father , in {ending his: 
Son to be your Mediator and Re-- 
deemer; and of the great conde-- 
ſcenſion, and infinite. kindneſs of 
God the Son, in taking upon hint 
your nature, and \ubmitting him-/ 
ſelf to Death, even the Death of* 
the Croſs for your ſins.. You: 
ought often to think of that great-' 
_—_ you- have received, i be-- 

ing: admitted not only- to feaſt: 
with God and Chriit, but to feaſt* 
upon.Chriſt , the true: Chriſtiah*” 
Sacrifice. 
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Sacrifice. : In a word, you ought 
by ſerious thoughts and medita- 
tions of what you have been a- 
bour,tc imprint upon your minds 
2 Jueicnſe of God's goodneſs, and 
1-icby takea proſpect of all that 
k3pjpimeſs, which you either-do 
enjoy , Or may obtain , by com- 
plying with, and being obedient 
to the command of the bleſſed Je- 

fus in this particular. ; 
2, Having thusimprinted theie 
things upon your mind; you muſt 
endeavour thereby to work it 1n- 
to an humble and grateful frame. 
When: you. refleQ upon.-your for- 
mer fins. and preſent, unworthi-. 
neſs, you will and-cauſe {ufficient- 
to be. humbled for them ; - and- 
when you conſider. God's great- 
neſs in-himſelf, and his goodneſs. 
towards you, you will nd good 
xealon to be thankful for the fa- 
vours you: have, and daily do re- 
ecive from hyn. Let it te your 
| .CAre: 
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cars therefore always to cheriſh 
due ſentiments of divine goodneſs 
in your mind, that ſo you may 
be ready upon. all occaſions to 
praiſe and glorify his great and 
holy name for it- Can you re- 
member how kindly you -have 
been invited, how courteouſlly re- 
ceived , how nobly and friendly 
entertained by the- bleſſed Jeſus, 
and yet-be unthankful.? F-cannot 
believe that any one who pre- 
tends to. Chriſtianity ;. can ſo far 
forfeit his Religion .and* reaſon 
boo, can be ſo much .loſt- to all 
the-lentiments- of piety: and” hu« 
manity -at once ,. as to be guilty 
of ſo groſs 1ngratitude. Unthank- 
fulneſs. in Divinity is an odious- 
crime; and Ingratitude. in Mora- 
lity-1s no better. So much:was zt 
abhorred. even by the: Heathens, 
that it became a Proverb among 
them,: Call-a' man ingrateful, and 
you have ſaid the worſt you — 
® 


— 
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of him. Be not you therefore 
guilty of that againſt God, which 
the Heathen looked upon as ſo 
great a reproach among them- 
ſelves; Conſider that heavy 
charge which God. draws up a- 
Sainilt Iſrael; Ia. 1. 2, 3. Hear, 
O Heavens, and hearken, O Earth, 
ſaith the Lord, for, I have nouriſh- 
en and brought up Children, but- 
they have rebelled againſ} me. The 
Ove knoweth his owner, and the Afs 
his Maſter's Crib; but Iſrael doth: 
not know me , my people -doth not . 
conſider. Let the confideration:of / 
God's: fo deep-reſentment of-.this: 
erume in his own people, teach 
_ youand:me tobeware'of it. Ler 
us: recollect our ſelves-, and call: 
to mind all thoſe incomparable 
favours and: benefits which God: 
from time to time hath:beſtowed 
upon us , and the: advantages. of 
this holy Feaſt.in particular ; that: 
ſa.our munds.-may be —_— 
Y. 
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dy to make grateful. acknowledg- 
ments thereof... . ne 
3. When by theſe or the like 
Meditations , you have wrought 
your mind into. ſuch an humble 
and thankful: frame.; Your next 
work. will: be, to evidence the 
truth and reality of that temper,, 
by ations ſutable thereunto, We 
do rot expect to find &7 apes on thoras,. 
nor figs '0a:thijtles. For; as: a: good 
tree cannst bring forth evil fruit, 
fo neither can a corrupt tree. bring 
forth. good fruit,. faith our bleſſed 
Saviour, Matth. 7.. 16, 17, 18. 
And thence he concludeth, There- 
fore by their fruits ye ſhall knom 
them, V. 20. The beſt . evidence 
therefore of a- worthy Commu- 
nicant , i9-to be taken-from his 
way of living afterwards. If he 
make. Conſcience . of what he 
doth ,, if he. make- it his. great 
care and' buſineſs to live holily 
towards. God), - and righteoul] 
towards 


184 "" Dialogue between | 


towards all 'mer;, it is a good 
ſign of the goodneſs of his con- 
dition ; But if, notwithſtanding 
the obligations which have been 
laid upon hinr at*this holy Feaſt, 
he retura with the'' Dog to his 
Vomit, and the Sow that was 
waſhed' to his wallowing 1n the 
Mire ; if: he ſtill adhere to his 
old fins, and take pleaſure in his 
former wickedneſs, it is an: evi- 
dence that he ſtiIl remaineth-in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and that 
without a timely repentance and- 

reformation, his portion will 'be 
with Hypocrites in Everlaſting 
Burnings. It 'is goqd* counſel 
which St. Pau! giveth” us, (/. 
2, 6. As ye have received Chriſt 
TFefus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him. 
Thereby intimating:, that our 
returns ought 'to- be-ſutable: ro 
favours and benefits” which: we 
have: received. The holy and 
righteous God loveth __ 
md 
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. and righteouſneſs in his people, 
- and expeQs it from them. _ 
\-. When by our Baptiſm we 
were at firſt admitted into Chri- 
ſtianity , we entered 1nto Cove- 
nant with God ; That we would 
'renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, . the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World, and all 
the ſinful deſires of the fleſh; that 
we woulf believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith : And that 
we would keep God?s. holy Will 
and..Commandments , and walk 
in the ſame all the days of our 
life. Now our continued profeſ- 
_ fion of that Faith , into which 
we were baptized, is indeed a 
daily repetition of that Promile ; 
but as often-as we receive this ho- 
ly Sacrament, and feaſt with 
God upon this holy Sacrifice, we 
ſolemnly renew ourCovenant, and 
do thereby engage our ſelves to 


perform the Conditions thereof: 
| To 
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'Tq ſum up all-in a word there- 
fore, If you would know what 
16 expeRted' from you, after you 
-have .been admitted :a Gueſt 'at 
-God's Table ; Ut is briefly 'this, 
You muſt make it your great 
concern , with all care and Con- 
ſcience, ito perform your 'Bapri{- 
mal Vow and Covenant 4n all 
the parts and branches thereof ; 
4.e. You muſt take care to ſpend; 
the remainder -of your lives in 
living holily towards: God. and: 
righteoully towards all men. 
And thus have I endeavoured 
to perform the third and laſt part 
of my Promiſe, by acquamting 
you , what it is that will be ex- 
pected from you, after you have. 
had the honour to. be admitted a 
Gueſt atGod's Table, and to bear 
your- part in the Celebration of 
this holy Feaſt. p 
Pariſhiozer. Sir, You have, to: 
my great ſatisfation, fully per- 
formed' 


nd. 
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formed all that you 'promiſfed'* 
And now, 'it 15 my part not only 
to remember, but carefully to 0b- 
#rve, and conſciencioutly follow 
thoſe good Rules and Inſtructions, 
which yon have given me. And 
that, ' from this time forward, 'I 
will endeavour, by God's Afſt- 
. ance, to do. I beg your Pardon 
for the trouble I have given you, 
and heartily thank you for the 
pains you have taken with me. I 
hope you will excuſe the One, and 
I will endeavour to improve the 
Other to thoſe good Ends and Pur- 
poſes, which you deſfign'd'it. And 
that T may the: ſooner ſet about 
hat Work, IT will at preſent take 
my Leave of you. 
Paſtor. God b'w'y*,good Neigh- 
bour ; Go, and do as you have 
{aid, and the Lord give a Bleffing 
_ thereunto,. Be not you wanting 
to your felt in your Endeavours, 
and God Almighty will never be 
K wanting 
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wanting to you in his aſliſtance. 
But that you may carry on this 
work the more comfortably, be 
frequent 1n your Prayers to. God 
for his bleſſing and direction ; 
and reſt aſſured, my Prayers fhall 
not be wanting at the Throne of 


Grace, that you may be ſucceſs- 
Ful therein. | 


—_ Sed as 
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SHORT FORM 
O F | 
PRAYERS 


Fitted for the more Worthy 
| RECEIVING 
OF THE 
Holy Communion : 
WITH A 
Morning and Evening Prayer 
| for the Uſe of Private Families. 


KR / Hen you hear the Ex- 
F hortation read by the 
Miniſter, on the Sux- 


day, or Holy-day before, apd find 
your ſelves thereby invited to, and 
admoniſhed to prepare your ſelves 
for, the-Celebration of the Sacra- 

Fs & 2 . na 
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ment of the Lord's Supper ; con- 
{ider ſeriouſly, by whom, and to 


what you are invited ; .imprint - 


upon your minds a due ſenſe of 
that great honour which is done 
you by God, and of the great 


love of your dying Saviour ; and - 


think with your ſelves with what 
Godly Preparation you ought to 
approach thereunto. And thar 
theſe impreſſions may not wear 
out, let me adviſe you conſtantly 
to ule this following, or ſome 
fuch like Prayer, and: Confeſlion, 
every Morning and Evening the 
Week before. 


Almighty and moſt merci- 
| ful Father, who of' thine 
infinite goodneſs haſt been pleaſed 
to invite me- not only to Feaſt 
with thee, but to Feaſt upon thee ; 
who haſt provided for me not only 


Sacramental Bread and Wine, but 


the Bread and Water of Life, the 
| Body 


of Prayers. = 


Body and Blood of my bleſſed S2- 
viour. : How infinite 1s. thy mer- 
cy, and. how urſpeakable is thy 
loving: kindneſs herein-!..T am 0- 
verwhelmed with the thoughts of 
it, and loſt in admiration. Bur 
when I conſider, That Thou art a 
God of purer Eyes than to behold 
the lealt Iniquity ; That Thou 
neither doft .nor canft approve of 
any Sin 1n.any. one ; then my. 
fears ariſe ,. and my confidence 
faileth me. How ſhall I, who am 
a great and grieyous Sinner, ap- 
pear before thee ? How ſhall I 
dare to approach thy preſence? 
E cannot but own .that. both 1a 
thought,. word,, and. deed, I have 
grievoully ojended-thy. moiſt Sa- 
ered Majeſty, and. that. too. fre- 
quently, and with too. high an 
hand. T. have done. what 1a me 
lay,. to. forfeit thy favour, and 
x0 provoke thy wrath and indis- 
nation againſt me. What therg- 
3c 
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ment, to be rejeted with ſcorn,.. 
and expoſed to Puniſhment ? But,. 


O Lord, . with Thee. is mercy 


that thou mayſt be feared... It 1s. 


and to e. In confidence, 


therefore, of" this thy great mer- 
ey, and in hopes of Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, it 1s, that IT am now 


Iumbly bold to appear before 


Thee. Behold me,() Lord, thus 


proſtrate in thy preſence, . with. 
the tears of true, and unfeigned 
Repentance, bewailing the mik- 


carriages of my by-paſt life; and. 


for thy mercies ſake, and for the. 
merits ſake of thy dear Son, Jeſus. 


Chrift, humbly begging, not only 
Pardoning Grace for Sins paſt,;but 
Preventing Grace againſt Sin for 
the time to come. It was for my 


Yin that. my Saviour ſuffered ; it 
- wrasto waſhaway the ſtain there- 


of: 
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of that he ſhed his Blood, O let me 
not loſe the benefit of it! If there 
be any thing 1n me that may ren-' 
der me uncapable of it, be pleaſed 


to- remove it. If there be any 


_ wanting 1n me, _ me 
t for it, kt thy Holy Spiri; 
© Lord, work bay Army Scheas 
and mortifie all my Lufts and 


Corruptions, and implant umn me 


principles. of Holineſs and true 
ighteoufneſs.. Teach me to love - 
fear Thee as I ought. Give 


me an humble-and obedient -tem- 


per of mind. Let it be my great _ 


pleaſure to walk in thy ways, 


and my only delight to keep thy 
commandments. Make me thank- 
ful for all thy mercies, and care- 


_ ful to 1mprove them to thy glory, 


my own comfort, and the good 
of others. Fit me for all ſtates 
and conditions of life, and pre- 

re: me for every good work ; 
but eſpeciglly for the celebration 
K 4 -— 


A 


wt. atm. 
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of that Sacred Feaſt which. T am 
now.invited to : Let nothing, O 
Lord, be. wanting in. me that 
Thou. knoweſt requiſite for me, 
when I appear 'in thy preſence. 
Let me be found a. welcome gueit 
at” thy) Table ; . and there receive 
that heavenly Food, which alone 
can nouriſh up my Soul unto E- 
_ ternal Life. . All which I hum- 
bly beg, in the Name and Medi- 
ation of Jeſus Chriſt, and in that 
Sacred form of Words,. which he 
himſelf hath taught. us, ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Hlea-. 
| Ve#, NC. 


It 
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Tn the Mornins-of the Communianr 
Day, before J01- goto Ch: rh, 
uſe this following, or fame [ach 
like Prayer... 


-Lord my God, the Day, the 
joyful Day is come, on 
which Thou haſt promiſed to pro- 
vide, and: invited me to be a 

gueſt, at.a molt Heavenly ins 
quet. -1his day. I am to .Feait 
with Thee,.. and Feed upon my 
bleed Savigur and Redeemer. 


Give me, L beſeech Thee, a duc 


{ſenſe of that Honour and Happi- 


neſs I am now going to be made 


partaker of, and make me.truly 
thankful for it. I am now TOINT 
to: Thy Table, good Lord bt 
and prepare me- for it ; furniſh 
me with ſ{uci Graces, and Orna- 
ments of Mind, as may be ſuita» -- 
bl: co fo high and honourable an-- 
entertainment ; fill my. Soul with 

KS Fear 
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Fear and Reverence, with Hu-. 
mility and Meckneſs,. with Picty- 
__ and Devotion, . and with Faith 
and Charity ; that nothing may 
be found wanting in me, when 1 
appear before Thee.. Let thy Bleſ-- 
ſing go..along with me, and let 
Thy Holy Spirit guide and dire&t 
me. Let me find a gracious re- . 
ception, there, and a full fſatisfa- 
tion to all- my wiſhes and de-- 
fires : Enable me ſo to Eat the. 
Fleſh and Drink the -Blood of 
my. bleſſed Saviour, that he may . 
evermore dwell in me, and I in- 
him. Grant this, O Lord, for - 
Jeſus Chriſt's fake, our only Mes . 
_ daator and Advocate. Amen... 


Whez . 


— 
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When 10 Approach the Lond's- Th 


ble, and there ſee the Spb 

of Chriſt's Body andBlood pla- 
 Ced_ in order, and ready to be 
Conſecrated to that Holy: Uſe ; 
you may uſe this following , or 
{ome other -ſhort P:gyer, to this 


purpoſe. 


Am here, 0 Lord, an Obedi 
&. <nce to thy Command ; -and 


am-very delirous to do my Du- 


ty: I cometo renew my Cove- 
nant with Thee; and beg thy 
aſſiſting Grace, That I may keep 


it. better fer tae time to-come. To 


this end, . be pleaſed to increaſe 
and ſtrenzt] Ren that Faith, whica 
'Fhou haft-. already wrouzht on 
me ; and graut, That I may eve 

hereafter ferve and pieaſc Thee 
in Newneſs of. Life. IT find a 


'Fabie ſpread for: mz, blefled be 


tuy Name. for -1t; give me,..l 
beſe:c 


E1iGos 


4 , 
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| beſeech Thee , a Spiritual Appe-- 
tite thereunto.. I am unfit, I con-- 


fels, for {o great -an Honour : I 


am unworthy to partake of theſe ' 
Holy Myſteries: - I have no Me- 


rits of my own to truſt to ; but 
I: have thy ,Mercies to- depend 
upon;- and the Merits of my Bleſ- 


ſed Saviour to plead for me. Hear 
them, O Lord; and, for their 


lakes, look :graciouſly down upon 
me : . upon their Account, -let me 
find Favour with Thee here, and 
obtain Everlaſting Life, when 


Time {hallbe no more, hereafter. _ 


When yow- ſee theBread broken, ans 


the Wine poured out by the Mi- 
niſter ;, then uſe this following, 
or ſome other ſhort Prayer, to 
this purpoſe. © 


\ Holy Jeſu, who for my 
# ſake dudit ſaker thy ſeit-ro 


be. 


4. a 
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be Apprehended,  Arraigned and 
Condemned, and{«at lat) to ſuf- 
fer Death upon the Croſs for my 
Stns.: - Give me Grace- tobe. tru- 
ly aceCted withthe Remembrance 
of what. Thou haſt. done, .. and 
ſuffered for me.- ' Write it on the 
Tables of my Heart, that.I may 
ever be mindfut- of it :- -and* let 
the Conlideration thereof, cauſe 
me to hate Sin, and love Holineſs 
Create in: me,O'Lord, a new Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit -within 
me ; that, for the future, I may 
make it- my buſineſs to Perfei# 
Holineſs* in thy Fear : That; as 
Thou diedſt for Sin-; fo I may 
dis- to Sin : -That,- as thy Body 
was broken, and Blood ſpilt up- 
on- the Crofs for the Sins-of Man- 
kind ; ſo my Heart may be bro- 
ken under wy Senſe of Sin, : and 
broken oF from the love and like- 
ing of any Sin ; and, at Jaſt, fix- 
ef upon Holy and Redfaſt Reſo- 


lutions, | 


_ _- 
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lutions of better Obedience for the.- 


future. Amen. 


Whilſt the Miniſter is Receiving the 
Sacrament himſelf,” aud Admi- 
niſtring it to the reſt of the Com- 
municants , you may uſe this fol- 
lowing, or ſome other ſhort Pray- 
er, to this effect. 


S ig ae» Lord Go# ! Whom . 


/ I, that Thou fhouldit be 
thus mindful of me ? 'Fhat Thou 
{hould{tadmit me a.Gueitto thy 
Table”. I know, Fam unworthy 
to appear in thy Preſence, and 
ſhould have wanted Confidence 
to approach this Sacred Place, it 
I had not received thy Command 
Jo. to do. Lord, Let me not ſ{ut- 
ter for my Obedience thereunto : 
But; as Thou haft thought, fir to 
invite me hither ; {o be pleated 
to prepare iny Heart-for the Re- 
eeption of thele Holy Myſterics 

pro- 
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provided for me : And grant, 


That my ſo doing may in ſome 
meaſure be inſtrumental to. the. 
Advancement of thy Glory, the 
Gond of my own _ and the 
Edification of othe And this 
I beg for Jeſus C brig his fake. 


Aves: 


Mhen you have Received” the Holy 
Sacrament, whilff the Miniſter 
is: Adminiſtring it to others, or 

returning” to the Table, ani pla- 
cing things decently, and in or- 
aer there ; you may uſe this fol- 
loving, or - ſome other ſhort Pray-. 
er, to this purpoſe. 


Almighty God ,..and Hea- 
 venly Father, I moſt hear- 


P: thank 'Thee for that Spiri- | 


tual Food, which I have now 
Received. Let not, I beſeech 
Thee, any. Failure of. mine de- 
Pr we me of the Advantages of - 

thus 
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this Holy Feaſt : . But be.-pleaſed 
to add thy Bleſſing, thereunto, that 
ſo .it.may. be Food indeed, and 
nouriſh my Soul ; not. only in 

Grace Pirg but unto Glory ag 
after. : I am fo ſenſible.of . the 
Obligation, that ;Thou..haſt been 
Pleaſed now to lay upon me, 
that I do henceforward devote 
and conſecrate my ſelf, Soul and 
Body , wholly to thy Service 3 
humbly. befeeching. Thee. to. ac- 
cept this my bounden Duty, .and 
to. give. me. Grace ever. hereafter 
rightly and.truly to perfarm . the 
ſame ; .to thy Honour and Glo- 
ry, through Feſ#s. Chriſt ,. our 
Os” Am: 2. 
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When you return Home, and are 
retired into your Chamber, or ” 
Cloſſet ; you may uſe this fol- 
lowing; or ſome other Prayer, 
to this purpoſe... | 


() Almighty. and moſt Merct= 
ful Father ;. who art Good, 
and do'ft Good : Thowart an in- 
exhauſtible Fountain, and an une 
fathomable Depth of Mercy and 
Goodneſs ! Of thy Fulneſs we all 
receive, and are filled, without 
leflening thy Store. How great 
an-1nſtance have I; this, Day had. 
of thy Bounty ? How..large.-an 
Experience of thy Mercy ?. I con- 
feſs, I am a Sinner, and a great 
Sinner ;. the unworthieſt of thoſe 
that worſhip Thee, unfit for,the. 
Company of. thy- Saints .and Szr- 
vants : And yet.I have: this Day 
had the Honour to ſit at thy Tay 
ble, and to, bs entertain'd. by 


cede O's WE RENEE ACAD: 1 


— 
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Thee at a moſt Heavenly Ban- 


quet. TI have had the Happineſs, 


not only to Feaſt with my Savi- 


oxr, but to feed upon Him; to 


eat his Fleſh, and drink his Blood : 
which whoſoever doth, He hath 
aſlured me, Shall have Everlaſt- 


ng Life ; and He will Raiſe hin 
- at the aft Day. What fhallI 


render unto Thee, O Lord, for all 
this Mercy and Goodneſs? I wilt 
take the Cup of Salvation, and 
eall upon the Name of my God : 1 


will make it my buſineſs, to ſerve. 


and pleaſe Thee, as long: as I 
live. Theſe are my Reſolutions : 
Lord, Let not thy afſifting Grace 


be wanting to me, for the Per- 


formance of them ! ' Write, I be- 
jeech Thee, this thy Mercy up- 
on my Mind, in ſuch Characters 
as may never be blotted out. Give 
me ſuch a due Senſe of it, that 
my Heart may be unfeignedly 


thankful ; and that I may ſhew 
<_ forth- 


—————— 
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our Lord: In w 


Rance, nor ns Bleſting upon. what 
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forth thy Praife, not only with | 
my Lips, but in my Lite; by 
g1ving up my ſelt to thy Service, 
and by walking before Thee in 
Holineſs and wo ye all 
my Days, thro efſus Chriſt 

hots tſed Nas 
and' Words I further Pray as He 
hath 'taught me, ſaying, K 


Our Father which «rt in Hee 
ven, &C. 


 *Oraſmuch as no BulineGs,.. 

7 cither Religious or Civil, 
can be well done by us, 
without the Grace and Afſiftance 
of Almighty Ged; nor any thing 
proſper under our Hands, with- 
out his Bleſſing thereupon : And 
that, neither his Grace and Aſſi- 


we 


PI at 
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we. go about,. can: reaſonably be 
hoped for, unleſs, with Pious and 
- Devout Hearts, we faithfully and 
diligently Pray unto Him- for the 
ſame : It will highly concern us, 
even in poiat of Intereſt, as well 
as Duty, to take the Counſel of 
St. Paxl/, and Pray continually ; 


& e. To keep our Hearts and - 


Minds in ſuch an Holy and De- 


vout Frame and Temper , that 
at all Times, . and upon all Occa- 
fions, we may be ready to offer 


up pure Hearts, and clean Hands 
unto God in Prayer. But though 
this ought tobe the conſtant Frame 
and Tempzr of our Souls; yet 


there are 19me particular Seaſans, | 
when wg ought ſeriouſly, ſolemn- . 


Iy, and on ſet. purpoſe, to exer- 


ciſe the ſame; eſpecially, Morn- 


ing and Evening. And becauſe 


all Maſters of Families. ought, . 


with . the good Joſhuah, to take 


care, . that not only They them: 
EL ſelves, . 


- 
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ſelves, but thoſe of their Houfe , 
ſerve the Lord ; and that this can 


-—Y 
— 


| never be well done, without keep- - 


ing .up ſome Religious Order and 
Diſcipline in their Families; it 


. will nor only be convenient, but 


neceſſary for them, to ſet apart 
ſome certain Times and Seaſons, 


_ wherein both they and their Hou- 


ſhold may jointly exerciſe this ſo 
immediate AQ of Worſhip ; and 
together, offer up their Prayers, 
and return their Thanks and Prai- 
ſes unto God, This Part of Re- 


_ ligious Worſhip, IT am afraid, 1s 


too much negleCfted, if not whol- 
ly laid aſide, in many Families, at 
this Day. To reſtore, therefore, 
this Holy Order and Diſcipline 


- 1n private Families ; to revive the 


Exerciſe thereof, and to aſſiſt 
thoſe who are not already better 
fupply'd, in that Godly PraQtice, 
I have Compoſed this following 
Prayer; and do heartily hy 

that 


. 
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- that all Maſters of Families would 
take care, that either this, or ſome 
fuch like Prayers, . be conſtantly, 


at leaſt every Morning and Even- 
ing, uſed in their Houſes, 


The Pw: 


Almighty, moſt Mercitul, 
- and Eternally Gracious 
Lord God. 'Thou art a God hear- 


ing Prayers ; therefore, to Thee 


fhall all Fleſh come : Thou art 
Good, and doeſt Good : Thou 
art-the Great and Glorious Crea- 
. tour of Heaven. and Earth, the 
Wife Orderer and Difpoſer of all 
things therein. We, the unwor- 


thieft of thy Creatures here on © 
Earth, are at this time proſtrate . . 


in thy Prefence ; humbly confeſ- 
fng our Sins, and thankfully ac- 
knowledging thyMercies. We con- 
tefs,O'Lord,we have ſinned againſt 

Heaven, 
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Heaven, and againſt Thee, and are 
no more worthy tobe called thy 
People : We haveleft undone thoſe 
things, which we ought to have . 
done; and we have done thoſe 
things, which we ought not to 
have done : We haye omyted ma- 
ny Duties,and committed many E- 
normities : We have ſinned "gain 
great Light, and great Love, dif- 
covered to us in the Goſpel of 
thy San. - Our Sins, we confels, 
have been ſo out of meaſure ſin- 
Ful, that, fhould'it Thou deal 
with us as we have deſerved, or 
. meaſure out unto us a Vial of 
Wrath proportionable to the E- 
2h4h of our Iniquities, it might 
ma drowning meaſure and man- 
ner fall upon us. But with Thee, 
O Lora, is Mercy, that Thou 
may'it be feared ; and therefore 
1s it, that we are once more hum- 
bly beld to offer our Perſons, 
and our Devotions, to the Tels 

Rs p 
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of Grace ; beſeeching Thee, for 
thy Mercy's fake, and for the Me- 
rit's fake of thy dear Son, -and 
_ our Bleſſed Saviovr, in Mercy 
to look 'upon 'us; to 'open - our 
Eyes , and make us ſenſible of 
our 'Sins'; to open our Hearts, 
and make us ſorrowful for our 
-Sins:; 'to' work in us: a Repen= | 
tance, never to be repented of ; 
to ſubdue and mortifie in us all 
'our Lufts, and Iuſtful Inclinati- 
ons ; all our corrupt 'Thoughts 
and Imaginations : And, inftead 
thereof, to implant in us Princi- _ 
ples of Holineſs, and true Righ- 
'teouſneſs. - Give us a lively Faith 
1n thy Son, a ſincere and entire 
Obedience to thy Will, a pro- 
tound Humility and unwearied 
Patience under thy Hand, and 
an holy Contentednefs with eve- 
Ty Eſtate and Condition, where- 
in Thou ſhalt pleaſe-to place ns. 
_ Juſtifie, we pray Thee , - our Per- 
ſons, 


of Prayers. 211 


{ons, and ſanQine our Natures : 
Waſh us throughout in Soul, and 
Body, and Spirit ; that ſo, both 
our Perſons, and our Pertormances 
may now and evermore be ac- 
ceptable in thy Preſence, O Lord, 

our Strength, and our Redeemer, 

With us, we pray Thee, be 
mindful of all Thine : Bleſs thy 
Univerſal Church, and every 
Member thereof; particularly,theſe 
Churches of E neland, Scotland, and 
Ircland. And herein, in a parti- 
cular manner, let the choiceſt of 
thy Bleſſings reit upon the Head 
and Heart "of thy Servant, but 
our dread Soveraign, F 4A MES, 

by- thy Grace, and eſpecial Provi- 
dence, of Englani,Scotland, France, 


and Ireland, King, Defender of ' 56s, 


the Faith, in alt Cauſes, and over 
all Perſons, as well Sacred'as Ci- 
vilZin theſe his Realms, and in - 
all Other his Majeſty's Dominio6ns 
and Countries, Supreme Modera- 

| FE - - or 
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tor and Governour. As Thou haſt 
done Great things for Him ; fo, 
we pray Thee, do Great things 
by Him: In Him g1ive unto us 
the Bleſſings of Government ; and 
in Him fulfil amongſt us the Ends 
_ of Government. Bleſs Him and 

Us in the Safety and Preſervation 
of his Royal Perſon, and in the 
Health and Happineſs of his Roy- 
al Relations. In particular, Bleſs 
Him and Us, in bleſſing his Roy- 
al Conſort, and our Gracious 
Queen, MART; make her a 
joyful Mother of Children, and 
happy in them. And in Bleſſing, 
be pleaſed to bleſs Katherte, the 
Queen Dowager, their Royal 
Highneſſes, Mery Princeſs of O- 
razge, the Princets Anne of Den- 
zark, and all the Royal Family. 
Endue them with thy Holy Spi- 
rit, enrich them with thy Hea- 
venly Grace ; proſper them with 
all Happineſs, and bring them at 
h | laſt, 
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laſt, though late, to thine Ever- 
lafting Kingdom. Bleſs Him and 
Us, 1n bleſſing the Miniſters of 
thy Holy Word and Sacraments; 
as well Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, 
as other Paſtors and Curates, Bleſs 
the Lords, and the reſt of his Ma- 
jelty's moſt Honourable Privy- 
Council. -Bleſs all the Nobility, 
Gentry, Judges, Magiſtrates, and 

Commonalty of the Realm : Bleſs 
them all, from the Higheſt to the 
Loweſt, with Religious Hearts 
towards Thee their God, Loyal 
Hearts towards their Soveraign, 
and Loving and Charitable Hearts 
one towards another. And now, 
Q Lord, we pray Thee for a Blet- 
ſing upon Us, even Us, who are 
here before 'Thee, at this time : 
Bleſs Us in our Perſons, in our 
Off-ſpring, in our Servants, in our 
Relations, in our Acquaintance, 
N our Habitations, and. in all our. 
Lawful Ations. ... 

| #ag oh Thus 
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Thus far this Prayer may be uſed 
both Morning and Evening ;, and 
the Morning Prayer may be con- 
tinned thus: mo, 


'S E T thy good Hand of Pro- 
; vidence be over us this Day 
tor Good ; Let it preſerve and 
_ defend us from all Dangers both 
of Soul and Body. We-are now 

' going to Converſe with: a {ubtil 
and ſinful World ; be Thou plea- 
ſed to fortify our Minds againſt 
both the Allurements and Conta- 
g10n thereof. Let neither our 
own in-bred Luſts, and Corrup- 
rions betray us; nor the Power 

_ of Sathar,nor Policy of the World, 
prevail upon us to {werve- from 
the ways of thy Commandments. 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, to go in and 
out with us 1n all our Underta- 
kings, and to bleſs and proſper 
us therein, Imprint upon our 

. Minds 
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Minds ſuch a warm -and vigorous 
| Sznſe of thy Divine Providence 
over us, as may engage- us al-- 
ways to walk in thy Ways, -and 
oblige us to ftudy nothing more, . 
than how to ſerve and pleaſe. 
Thee all our Days. Nor are we 
mindful of our Glees alone, but of 
all thoſe alſo, who are in worſe 
Condition than our ſelves ; who 
are any ways afflicted or diftreſ- 
fed in Mind, Body or Eſtate, (eſpe- 
cially thoſe, who either deſire, or 
ſtand in need of our Prayers) : 
Let it pleaſe Thee to comfort 
and relieve them according to their 
ſeveral Neceſſities ; giving them 
Patience under their Sufferings, 
and an happy Ifſue out of ali their 
Affiitions. And, as we Pray un- 
to Thee; ſo, we deſire to Praile 
Thee, for all Mercies, at all 
Times,,- and upon all Occaſions 
afforded to us: We bleſs Thee 
for our Creation, Preferyation, 
LE 2 and 
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and all the Bleſſings. of this Life * 


A * 


In an eſpecial manner, we adore 
thy Great and Good. Providence 
for thy Prote&ion of us this Night 


palt, and for that competent Mea- 


{ure of Reſt and-Sleep, which we 
have enjoyed. We bleſs Thee, 


for that Thou haſt ſately brought 
us to the Beginning of this Day : 


Defend us 1n the ſame with thy 
mighty Power ; and grant, That 
this Day we fall into no Sin, nei- 
ther run into any kind of Danger : 
But that all. our Doings may be 


ordered by thy Governance, ta - 


do always that 1s. Righteous 
in thy Sight, We bleſs Thee for 
all thoſe thy Saints and Servants, 
who are departed this Life in thy 
Faith and Fear : Beſeeching Thee 
to. give us Grace ſo to follow their 


good Examples, that we, with - 


them, may at laſt obtain a Glo- 
r10us Reſurrection. in the Life E- 
verlaſting, But above all, we. a- 

_ dore 
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dore and magnity thy Great and 
Glorious Name, for the Redem- 
ption of the World by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, the Fountain and 
Foundation. of all our Mercies.; 
for the Means of Grace here, and 
the Hope of Glory hereafter. For 
all theſe Mercies we Pray unto 
Thez, and for all theſe Bleſſings 
we: deſire to Praiſe Thee, 1n thar 
moſt Sacred Form of Words , 
which the Holy Te/ns hath taught 
us, ſaying, 


One: Father which art in Heas 
Ven,. &.C.. 


- ith 4. 1 
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The Evening Prayer may be conti- 
nued thus; 


TE Praiſe and Glorify thy 
'\A Great and Glorious Name, 
Lord God, for thy moſt Gra-- 
ctous Providence over us, and Pro- 
tection of us this Day yait ; that, 
by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, 
and Holy Spirit, Thou aft with- 
held us from falling into many 
Sins, which our own Luſts and 
Corruptions might have betrayed: 
us into ;. and prevented us from 
running into many Dangers, 1n-- 
to which our own Folly and Va- 


_ nity might haye led us. Conti- 


nue, we pray Thee, the fame: 
Providence over us this Night ; 
and let it watch over us for Good. 


Lighten our Darkneſs, we beſeech 
Thee ; and, by thy Great Mercy, 
defend us from all Perils and Dan- 
gers of this Night. Furniſh us 

with 
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with a competent meaſure of Reſt 
and Sleep ; and let that Sleep be 
Kveet and pleaſant, ſtrengrhen- 
1g. and refreſhinz- to- our weart- 
ed. Bodies. Let it be our Care 
to-compoRe our Minds into a qui- 
et and -ſeaate Temper, and-to All 
tiem-witn ſuch Holy Thoughts, 
and Heavenly Meditations, that 
tnere may be no room for our 
extravagant Fancies to work up- 
on them, nor any place for evil 


'or idle Dreams to diſturb them.. 


And grant,we beſeech Thee, That 
by that Reſt and Retreſhment, 
which we ſhall this Night.receive. 
at thy Merciful Hands, we-ma 

be ſo enlivened and end 
that the Day enſuing we may be 
able (inthe Strength thereof, and 
by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace) 
not only to diſcharge the Duties 
of our Particular Callings in. this 
World ; but allo, thoſe of our Ge- 
neral Callings, i in ordzr to our E- 


verlaſting- 
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verlaſting Happineſs 1n the World 
to. come. And this we beg, for 
the ſake of thy dear Son, and 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ; 
in whoſe Blefled Name and 
Words-we Conclude theſe our 
broken and imperfe&t Prayers, 
ſaying, as He himſelf hath _ : 
uSz 


"Our Father which. = in Hee : 
= - My &c. 


